T~ =5 2. Tom § =e nmam g = T4k
otvijas Uuivsesrzisize

e o o

—ctmaT PRT.TVIATTT O
L4918 FALAETS
ey ey e AT T o
g __._D_._.l._--J.L:

SIS R —-.-C
il iR ;‘_'_u--‘u_.AA__

I= ] & - Ty - e —~
Tatvia's forzisn policy stratezy
. _— L = 1 L S . 3 A
in th2 context of the intesrasatiocnzl

situaticn of Zurone in fths 1C30Cs

SHEMHETOJITIUECXER CTPATErHA JaTBE:
XOHTEXCT2 €3P0Te .CRY MerIYHSDOITHE:
OTHOUEHZH

dabilit3cijas

~bstracts of resaar

m

L. hist. nabdb.

Pe3yne Xa0im:TallZOHHO: DEGOTH

L"

Riga 1994



Tatvijas Universitites docentls
suthor: Inesis Feldmanis

e
docent of Tetvizn University

L.BTOD: -:Hecxe }Eﬂﬂmaﬂﬁc
JOLEHT JATBZiCROT0 YHIBEDCITETa
Darba raksturs: oublikadciju kopa

Cheracter of the

research work: a group of publications
7in3tnes nozare: Véstures zinitne
apaksnozare: vispirsdja viasture

Field of knowledge: history

speciality: general history

Hayuuag 00J8CT5: HCTOPHYSCHAT HEYXa
CliIe¥anBHOCTE: BCSO0Uas HCTORIA
Recenzanti: vigtures habilitztais doktors

Alberts Varglavinas
tv

Latvijas Universitites profesors

ti=sibu habilitstais doktors
Ditrihe A, L3bers

¥Iles universitates profesors

véstures habilitstais doktors
Valdis Bérzins
indtyu Akzd3mija

L

Opponents: Alberts Varslavans,Doct.hist.hab.,

professor of tias Latvian University

Ditrich 4, Loeber, Doct. jur. hab.,

T

orofessor of the Xiel's University



Valdis 33rzizd, Doct, hist., hat.,

academy of Scieaces

CrnToueHTH: Z23IINTIp0BAEAY .. JORTCD ICTOnIT
e EDCIABIHC,TIC SCCOT 2T CXCOTC
THIBECETATS
a0 UIETIDOBGHAR .. JOXTOT ID&3
Heiei€0€D, IN0I2CCOD HIIBCHOIO
VHIBECET2Ta
fﬁdi;:Tuoo ahya; JIOKTOD ZCTODMH

Habilit3cija notiks Latvijas Universitates promocijas un
habiliticijas padomZ vsstures nozard ( Rigid, Brivibas

bulviri 32 ) I994, gada 8, septemdri plkst., 15°°

dabilitation will take place in the Doctorate Board on
History of the Latvian University ( Riza, Brivibas avenue,

32 ) in I994, Septembver 8, at 15°°
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brotuma anst3klos. Par savu 3zlveno mérki autors ucsiat: ne-
Sa7 1 XT3 - = Tm=r3l T~ 3 R e WL, T :
vidit, ci¥ sarezgitiaa neladbvFligl situlciji =iviias diz -
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periods starp diviem pasaules kariem, Otri pasaules kara

prieks§vakars, Ta:z Hija laiks, kad saasindjis pretrunas stzard

N(

demokxrdtijdm un totalitirajism rsZimism, Ti=3i totzlitiris

C1‘

lielvaras piensma I1939. gadi 1li nIgos l3numus, kXas ieridva
Biropu jauni kara,.

Cits svarigs mirkis autors skatijumi ir atsegt Latvijas
k3 mazas valsts paklauto vietu mlrooas starptautisko attieci-
bu sistzmi, kas Ipadi sk2idri atkliajss 30, gadu otraji puss
Tautas Savisnibas politisk&@s krizes pacdzil}inisanis, ¥rievijas
( PSRS ) atgrieSanads "Eiropas koncertd", Vicijas s»3ka pisau-
zums un pretenziju palisliniSands pret Versalas gsistému  s2-

Saurinija jau t3 niecizis mazo valstu i2sp3jas iziz2ikmst " lie-

So mérku ~z3niegsSana bija saistita ar vairdku konk-



I) izan21iz3t toz faktorus si2rntautiskajds zttiacivisz, 23 ac-
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5) izsekot vicu faktora ietekmstas izpausmes ILatvijass 3rv-olitika,

ProblZmas izv3tes limenis.
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ta, Daudzas £1Is t3mos probli3mas ir aanclizidtas vairiku visturnie-

xu { L. Stranga, E. Andersons, G. fon Rauus, R. Amanis, V. Si-

pols, 4. Varslavans, X. PoCs u. c¢. ) darbos., Tadu vigu uzmeanib=2

starotzutiskaji gitudcija., Pavisam maz 11 specidlu dardu ( ne-
skaitot autora puol ¥3cijas ), kuros 2I problima bitu galvenais

izpstes objekts.

Zatvijss 3r2ji politika 30, zados ir p3tita no dazicdim
nozicijiZm, Izd3tes pdrocesE visturaizki ir izmantojusi s»ecifiszs-

kag metodesz un paysmienus, X3 ari vadi]

us
parsjam nostidndm, krits3rijiem un v3riibam. Ziereti vijgu izvirzi-

ot
]

is skatijums ir stipri politizsts ua apjziniti tendsnciozs. jJo-
ti at3%irizs btieZi vien ir ari konkrsto 3rvolitikas prectlimu ri-
ginijums.

Vastures literatiri par lLatvijas ar&jo politiku 30.

gados ir pirstavstas vairakas koncépcijas, kuru vidid ki visvien-

ousigix2, Vvisnolitizstakda un vistendencioz3ki izdalas padom]
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jam interes®m un ricstiroja to %3 rrastiautisim., TuroretI ria-

vijss ( PSP8 ) politiku B=ltijz, kur:z tije vienz2 no gzlveasjisx

3a 2n "vacu briesmu" parspilissna, kI ari #rievijas ua Vici

nozizdzigo darijuwu uz ustrumeircpz2s valstu rZkina noklusssana
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prizmu. iio trimdas vesturnickiem wvislisliko izgul

Py jumu Latvijzs
Zrselitikes visturss iz2343 neaofaubami ir devis £. Andersong,

kag 8C., gadu pirmaja pus? nopublic3ja divs3jumu monografiju "lat-

¥s darb- raksturT ik Ioataibe ir tZ,
k¥a autors, apliikojot Latvijas arpclitisko darbibu, »lasi parstis-
t2 dazadus avotus, nereti pat necen3oties izskaidrot tajos sa-
stopam3s pretrunas un neatbilstibu vart3jumos. Acimradzot tiegi
izv313t3 metode trauc3jn S, Andersonu izveidot ncteiktiku ua
skaidr3ku uzskatu sist@mu par Latvijas drpolitiku starpiaru de-

riodi, Iz2kildunius izrzisz =
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r3dit to ietekmi, k3du uz 3Bzltijas vzlstu s
1i un dro3ivbu atstija lielvalstu politikas
starptautiskajas attiecibis 30, gados. S5 svarizi aspekta izps-
t3 Rietumu autoru iezuldijums nav nolizdzams. Talu, no otras du-

seg, vigiem nereti neizdodas pilnizi a
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vogulot Latvi-
jas, Igaunijas un Lietuvas reakciju uz to vai citu lielvalstu
Jas, 18 J

izvirzito priekSlikumu. Zin3mus sareigijunus Saji ziys rade vi-

(DI

sai ierobeZot -baltieSu izcelsmes avotu izmantosana.

Xop3 80, gadu beigim Latviji veidojas noszciti jauna
koancepcija par valsts arool tiku starpkzru periodi. Vairzki
Latvijas vBsturnieki ( A, Stranga, I. Feldmaais u, c¢c. ) migiae,
izmantojot Jaunus avotus uan Rietum un trimdag latviz&:
nozitivo »nisradzi, wvispusizi izn3tit 30 drobl3mu, pievirdct ina-
Su uzmanibu Zrpolitiskis strat3gijas jzatijunien, lielvalstu vo-
litikas analizei Baltija, personibu lomzi 3altijas valstu ar-
pb6litikas realizZsani utt. Zfetiek atstita novirti ari Zatvijis
Zroolitiskds vadibas piemyemto liZrmurm adekxvatuma pirbauds un al-
ternativo risindjumu mekl&jumi. Svariza Jauais koiicepcijas iszi-

me ir X, Ulmaza autoritirid reiima Zrpolitiski kursa kritiski an

1itisks novirtdjums, vadoties no valsts drosibrs nostiprinisanas

W]

un politiskis nezxtlzaribag gaglabisanas iateresim,

Avotu bire,
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ive materidlus, publicibos dokxumesnbis
tistikas krajum.s, presi un atnizas. Z3c izcelsmses tis ir daZa-

crisvu, vieun ust. ) 2voti, kas deva i=sp3iu plali

ned>ublic3tajiem dokxumentien, Xuri apzinZti lLatijss 7alsts Vistu-

Iek3lietu, Tieslietu un Sabiedrisko liefu ministriju, vicbaltie~
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iju, Z. Ulmena, V., Huntera un citu foadu materizlus.
Daudzi no tiem tika pirmo reizi ieviesti zin&tniskaji apzroziba.
Balstoties tie3i uz Siem materidliem ir ari risindtas visags t& -

mas svarigikis problém=s, Tie deva iespéju izsekot Latvi]
politikas attIstibai un fiks3t izmainas &rpolitiskiZs darbibas vir-
zienos ua fornmias,

Tvalitativi Jaunu pvakapl t2mas lzputv nodroZinija Va-

a3 S3rlistu mianistri

Q
e
C .

jae Pnlitiskd arhiva ( Zolitisches Archiv

jo

a3 Augwirtigen .nts ) materiilu izmantofana. Jleaizvietojoma iz-
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radijis inform3cija, kuru saturija tuswizti
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sta atzimes v iastrulkiivas visiulzss, miaisztrijas 10

( 1tijas un Skandinidvijss valstu ) nodalas vadibzae iksad3jis
pirskati, "4 ari vicu sitzu Rig3 tslegranmmas, rezulirie politis-

kie zizojumi ua darbibas pirskati., Pamatojotizs uz Sienm doxumen-
tiem autors varsja precizi raksturot, Vicijas 3Balbtijas politiku,

sigi izanaliz3t vacu un latviesu attiecibu mezgla puiktus,

r3jo arpolitisko orienticiju, lzdlblnﬂt tis nostiju pret Rizas
sroolitikas xonkritajiem soliem., X3 araivu nepublic3to materiilu
butisks papil 'inijums kalpoja publicstie diplomdatisxie doXumenti.

-

Habilitdcijai izvirzitajos p&tijumos plasi izmantoti S&di dokumen-
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S5u YriIjami: Axten zur deutschen Auswirtizen 2olitik, Decuments
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ey

Toad xpz3ica  ua citi,

Paowlicitajos dorhosz ir izvirzitas priael

st2:2p3ji cie3i s2istitas t3mass: Latvijas 3rpolitiski siratsgi-
ja 30, gacdos; laltijas jzutijums tris lislvalstu sarunids I939,

gade pavasari wl vasard; lolotova-RiIbesntrona pakxts un Labtvi

.
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ri vicu faktors Latviji Ctri pasaules kara sagatavosSanas w

1 - = - —_

gikunme posmd., Visas SIs problsmes ir adlixotas Eiropzs starp-

tautisko notikuwm koatekstE, 4%zs Jauj Latvijas 3rdolitisio dar-
bivu atspogulot k32 orzfaiskxu starptauitisxo attiecibu sistimas

elementu, Atseviijos gadijuncs autors pisvirSas Latvijcs &rno-

litiskas vadibas viegemto l3mumu adexvituma analize’l un alterna-
tivo risinijumu mekl&jumiem Vairaki mindto t3mu jautdjumi ir iz-
tirzati nistoriografiska aspaita. Sada pieajz dod iespiju tuve-

ties kvalitativi jaunam stivoklim fLatvijss Srpolitikas visturss

izp3ts.
T, latviias Srpolitiski strat3giia 30. gados. So daudz8kauspai-

no t3mu cuters nirmo reizi visturssg literottri risina komnleksi

arl izanaliz2t to, kag &Arpolitixas Jjomi tika paveikts, lai sa-
glabitu valsts neatkaribu, Lidzteius tam publixicijds ir izvir-
t

5t1 ari ILatvijas diplom3tu prisksSstati par aszcuonilis drosSibas

U‘]

arantijam, atsegta viyu attisksme pret dazZidiem iespZjamien

valsts starptautisikis dro3ibas nostiodrini3anas variantiem.

¥}

Izvirtsjot Latvijas 3rpolitiskas darbibas rezultitus
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21la3inzt, val pirvirst par militdru sovienibu, ST gavisnihz vo-
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r3tu %X]7°% par Tazu ztatilizlcijas v droIIbosg faltoru ragiond,

tures literatfirda autors ir izanalizsjis lLatvijas dr:o
dibag attieksmi pret Austrumu paktz daZidajism projekitism un

u
Baltijas valstu neitralizici;

C_ds

as ideju. Jauni skaiijumi ir parc-
ditzs ari Latvijas 3rpolitikas vispirsjis tendences 3C.
dd un otraji puss. Psc autora vartijuma, I935. zada vasari iezi-

m3jis Latvijas relativs pagriezisn laskavas virzieni neitralita-
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xara, dalisanas un iznicibas pakts, kxam griti scmekxl 3t analozu

Tiroras Jaun3kaji visturs®, Tas iededza "zalo gzismu" Ctrajam pa-
seaules karam un pavira Irisvijai cziu uz Ristumism,
Nolatova-Ribentrops »alkts paredz3jza, ko ILatviliz %oni ar

Somiju ua Izauniju tisk "atdota Xrisvi

faji sarefgitajs staratzutisicziE situicij: Tatvijfas Er-
20litiskd vadiba nshije savu uzdevumu zugstumos., Lai gan t3s rici-

n3 blis Informi3cija par 23. auzgustza slepesni protoxola saturu, t

ments", noslide pa "horizontilo 1liniju" sustrumu virzieni, pielkip-
San3s Xriesvijas spska spiedienan.

4. Viacu faktors Laiviji Otri pasaules kara szazatavosanas ua siku-

m2 posmiZ, Habilitdcijzai izvirzitajss publikdcijds ir apltkotzs da-
z3das vicu faktora ietekmstids izpausmes Latvijas arpolitiki: Vici-

jas Baltijas politik-, Viacijas un Lutvijas attiecibas, Vicijas eke-

aomiskd un politiski ietekme Latvijs, X, Ulmaya autoritiras vadi-

bas "antivicu pasikuni", vichbaltis3du dardiba, viza izcelosSana u. c.
Visu 8o min3to probl:imu risinijums parida, cik liela ietekme w
aridcijas bija vacu faktoram Tatvijas visturs starokaru periodi,

P3tot So t3mu, autors izvirza vairikas netradicionilas



votencii3lie presieandenti uz 32altijas telnu, aufors uzsikatz, k=2
1idz 20, 3242 otresizi »uzel YVi3cijfa n2hiljz miliflirzs vairazs Jzl-
Lorg ivond uxm Rsl1Eiia F2if 1zitE olounidIt vorid: vianTzl risvi-
ja. Pat I=atviizs 3rpolitiski vadik=z 30, gadu 3Seumi un vidd ne-

Zlolotova-Ribeatrona pakts nosligiznzil Berlines =3sv3ruos pzr 3z]l-
tijas Litixu atklats palika jautijums: kad, x3ds veids ua cik

m3r3 tiks aizskerta 2alti
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nai. Autors anskata %o Iatvijaei tik liktenigo uan nelaimi visti-
jo%o notikumu Vicijas Heim-ins-Reich Politikas ietvaros. Liela

uzmanliba ir veltita ari Berlines "specifisko" apsvirum Lzvirts-

- 1, =

ganai, k3p3c tika pieyemts 1l3mums tie3i par vicbzltisdu "zt

nog reihid". Aubtors ir piErliscinits, ka vacbaltlaou izcelofana bi-

s ekononi-
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kas, veselibas aizsardzibas un citis nozarss., Lidz ar vizu izce-

lJo3anu Latviji s3ka veidoties "intelektuZlais vakuums".

Publik3ciju aprobicija.

Dar habilit3cijei izvirzitajos p2tijumos risindtaiim
probldmam ir nolasit feratl stﬂrptﬂatls{as konferencés Riza

198s8., I1990., I99I., I933.), Tallini ( I939. ),Traveminds { I989.),
Gatingeni ( 1989.jJPar1 & ( I992.) un Oldenburga ( I992.).Publi-
céti darbi ir veértéti vairakis recenzijds. Izpétes procesa gaita
ieglitie rezultati ir izmantoti lekciju kursos, kas tiek lasiti

Latvijas Universitates Véstures un filozofijas fakultats.
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_The conteat and major conclusions of the body

of literature.

The published works have highlighted four mutually associa-
ted themes: lLatvia's foreign policy strategy in the I930s, the
Baltic matter in the major power negotiations in the sprinz and
gummer of I939, the ilolotov-Ribbentrop pact and its relation to
Latvia, and the German factor in Latvia in the immesdiate pre-
war period and the early years of the war. All of these matters
are reviewed in the context of international events,which allows
the reader to see Latvia's foreign policy as an organic and intez-
rated element of the system of international relations. At times
the author has provided an analysis of the extent to which deci-
gsions taken by the Latvian foreign policy leadership were appro-
priate, and he has offered ideas about possible alternatives to

the C=2cieicne which werg taken. Several natiters which 2re =z

n

C_

grapaic verspectivs, This permits a qualitatively new apprcach

to the research of Latvian history.

I, Latvia's foreizn policy strategy in the 1I930s. The author ap-

proaches this multi-faceted tonic for th» first time in the bodéi

f historical litsraturs, and heviews it oa two levels: first

2iga rolicy agtions which ztiempted tc »dresesrve tis independence
of the Latviaan state. At the same time, the author provides an
evalﬁ%ion of the concepts held by Latvian diplomzts with respect
to national gecurity aand :meir attitudes toward various potential
schemes for stranzthening international security.

Wwnat was the starting point for ILatvia ian the eraly
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Adagr to girsngithsu 185z s3zcuxriiy® I smanining o2 res

vian foreizn policy ia ths I920s fronm thils zersosctivz, iz
aukior coleludad thet =fvisx dizlszesery egild 285 T©Fag ot s9y
nerticular accomplisaments, Zeuzral security zusrantazsz 23:¢@ Rz
obtained { ths Teagus of lLatiosns, th2 Briz-Tallog, Tzct ), =ad

a dafsenzz alliaance with Zstoniz haod bheeu 23ta»lishzd, ut seis-
noar thme "gmall' nor the "larga™ 3aliic Iatante czmz2 to ha, Mo

also remzined on panar, tatvian security was 1ot suzlicisntly
insured, and it was guarant=ed mostly by the balance of nowvers
amoag ths thres major couatries of the 3altic Sea region
ernany 2ad Polaxnd), iiaturally Zagland and France, a2s sulrorisrs
of the status quo in Zurone, playsd Shair role, but they had
much less interest in the indepenience of Latvia, Lithuania and
mstonia than Latvia's forsign policy leaderconip assumed. The

-

Baltic situation was also stavilized to some 2x
ally with respect to Russia) dy 3%

-

Vieimar Republic and the antagonisn tetwsen Cermany and “olznd,

It is important to determins whether Letvia, &l
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ountries, could neverthelzazs have resolved itz
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to Tatvia and other gmall aand =medivn-zimzd couatrisz i
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entizl ensmieg, tiz now substaatially wealkened Ruzzic cad Czr-
marny. 2at thZ2 small countries failed to %ake advaniiass of the
opportunities with which they had been »resented and wasted much
time in various unnecessary quarrels, Taey failed to coordinate

their foreign policy activities, let alone estatlish a common

alliance, Lisintegrating aspects of the relationsanip amoaz these

]



nations proved greater than any unifying elements, The security
problem for the rezion remained uaresolved, and the nowsr vacuun
which existed in thz region remainsd unfilled,

zn the early I930s, the internatiocnzl sitastics uiizx-

the Verszailles gystem wasz based lermany's weakness and Russia's
axclusion from Zuropean affairs) began to disap.sar. 2o%h . Russis
and Germany visibly increased their military potantizl and
strengthened their internationzl standing waiting for thz day
waen they could destroy the nations cof Zasteri Zurone in the nza-
me of filliag the relative power vacuum which existad.

The author has devoted extensive stiention to anzlyeis
of the naw factors in intermational relations wihich deedly ia-
fluenced tas overall situation in t
of the Hazig in Germany, the "raporochement™ bhebtwesn Ffoland and

Germeny, Russia'sz actionsg) and which finally prodded the
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fronm non-ux Zven though the author doss not
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deny that the Entente had a2 certain positive significance, he

nevertheless emphasizes the internal wsakness of the body, offe-

ring various possibilities for alternative actions by the Tntenta,

The author feelg that the Eutenie would nhave had a nuch hatierx

chance for survival if Poland aad ILithuanie nad zetsled thair af-

fairs before or shortly after the establishment of the =Zntente.
Then the Zntente could have been much more active, periaps evsan
becoming a military alliance and a trus factor of stat.lity and
security ian the region - a force which the major powers would
have had to take into account.

)

The author provides a more thorough analysis than has



bean available hzretofore of the atfitude which Tatviza's For-

eign policy leadership tock with respect to tzs various propo-

gals of Zastern Paoct and the neutralization of &

ublics. .4 new look is also taksn a2t the zZe2ne:

‘g

Tatvian foreign policy in tie mid- and lz%5z :193C%s. T22 zuthor
believzs taat in tae summer of 1935, Tatvia toolr 2 condisional
tura towzrd loscow within the coatext of Latvia's policy of
neutrality, and this position coatinued witil ths syring of
1938, vhea Grester GZermeny was established. s a rssult of ths

uaich conference, lLatvia became more »ro-3erman tha:

Cther importaut changes occurrsd in Iestvizs's inter-

zgradually distance itself from the Lesague of sations, rejected
the prixzizles of collective sscurity, and announcad a policy

of absoluts neutrality. This was an inadequate and erroxnzous de-
cision, because it did nothing to improve latvia's staxndinzg in
the rapidly changing international situation,lstvia should not
have yieldsd to Sweden's pressure at a time waen Stockholm, in
an attempt to free itself of tae international obligations put
upon it by Paragrapar 16 of the League of L“ations staiutes ( iaclu-

ding obligations toward the eternally ﬂ?ﬂ@m ened Baltic Re»ub-

0]

lics ), "as implementing policies whnich were =2zoistic, to »ut

it mildly. 2usv Sweden waz not thae oaly ccuntry which wzs scarad
Lk

Hy

off by the insscures geopoliticzl situation of Tatviz, Tstoaia and
Lithuania,

In the spring of 1939, major power 20litics set off
along & course waici was clearly daagerous to ths Bzitic Repub-

lics, Hitler's decision to resolve the "Polish matter" by mili-

tary means, Stalia's decision not to defead Polznd, =and Znglend's

-

inability to offer effective help to Poland and ths 3altiic States



all this led to a situation wheres Ruszsia's and

ressive intentions in the Baltic RQoublics could be

Jow Latvia, Lithuania and Estoania had no hope of maintaining

Germany's agg-

carried out.

full indepencdencs, regardless of what pclicies they adopted from

then on.

2, The Baltic matter in the major power negzotiations in thre

spring aad swuner of I3339. Several researci WoOrxs ha
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the British, Russian and Freach negotiations wnich atte

a

ve addressed

to

establish a grand alliance, The author looks at the position and

stratzgy of

thre= ae

B
il e

tical goals of thas countries in ¢t Baltic regzio

jor conclusions:
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furone
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alliance and naintaining the status quo in Eastera

3
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was lloscow, Zssentially Russia w

Mea

each country separately and characterizes thes poli-

TS

dike

London was nore interested in establishing the
han

evisionist and agzressive -

country. its policies in ths 3altic Republics were dictatzd no%
by security issues, but rather by exnansioanistic inteat.

The trilateral nsgotiations iacluded considerzbhls dis-
cussion of guaraniees for the Baltic Republics. Iafvia rsjected
such sucranteas az proposed by lioscow, believiig thex fo be an
excuse for = Pussian occupation of the Baliic Repudlics.The Ul-
manis goverament believed that in the eveant of war with Germeny,
Inzgland and France woculd bes unatle to extend any assistaznce to
the 3altic countries, l=aving llosccow as the sole "guzrzator",
free to datermine uailsterally when Latvis axnd oZstoaia night e
"thaeeatensd". Foreign -iinister V, Ilunters was coanvincsd that givaa
those conditions, ILatvia could accept nothing but guarantees of

England, Frauce au rmany. 2ut tha

1ity, and only if the guaranteses were issusd jointly

vias aimply not

The trilateral negotiations in lloscow illustrated the



fact that the 3altic Repurlics were loziag thesir ssabtus 23 ob-
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the Molotov-Ribtentrop pact. Thlsg mathod psrmitzs thz zuih»r %o

tron agreement was a pact of war, separation znd destruction
vhich has no pesr in contemporary Iuropean history. It opened the
door for “orld #War II and clesresd Russia's way to move westward,
The liolotov-Ribbentron nact. provided that Latvia,
Pinlaand and Estonia be "turaed over" to Ruc3ila. This consideradly

altered Russia's pogition in terms of intesrnational relations in

‘J

Bastern Europe. At a time when the Zuropean war had bezun, Poland

-
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had beexn liquidated, and conditions had been crezted for
aggression in the 3altic, Latvia could no longer hang ca to its
nautrality-based foreizu policy, nor did it have any room to
manauver, In fact, Latvian diplomats were backed into a corasr,
their country's fate had beein detsrninad, The elinminztion of Tzt-
viaa indedsndence was 0 only a2 nmatter o

Ia this complicated ianteraationzl situaticz, Tai-

via's foreizi policy leadership was not up to tze tasx., Zven thouzgh
it knew of the 23 August secret protocol, it did not take gufficis:x:

ly intensive steps to maintain the independence of the stats,
latvia's foreign policy was dominated by the seuse th Latvia
was doomed, and the foreizn policy leadership tegan a "lorizontal
slide" toward iloscow, yielding to increasing Russian pressure.

4., "he German factor: in Latvia in the immediate pre-var veriod




and the esrly y2ars of the war. Thz author work revisws zaveral

matters associated with the German factor. Germany's 3aliic po-
licy, relations bztween Jermeny and Ilatviz, Germany's politicsl

=

- = a~ R T - rd - L Mgy =2 - ! P S o -
and economic influsace ia Tetviz, tha "aati-carman” Aamigi=i g

rrpan” und2riaxiags
of the authoritarisn Ulmanis rspime, thz actions of Zaltic Sermans,
their emigration/redatriation, 2% al, The =3y in whieckh Tairiz
dzalt witn these issues demonstiratzd juzt hov lorze 2 faetor Ger-
many play=sd in Tatviea interwar hist~ry,

Tan esearchiag tois teaxic, thae suther defends sa-

varal non-traditional positions, Oa the matter of Germany's Zal-

tic policy, for example, the author emphasize that Russia an

4
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Germany ware the two countries which had the greztest designs ea
of the I930= Cermeny ginply wes not g8 =
and the caly Cﬂ;ntr; which could have occupied the B2ltiic Redub-

.

lics was Rugsgia. Even the lLatvian foreiza policy leadsrsh

e
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the ezrly and mid-i930s exaggeratad
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oy,

the Germen threst. The Sruth
is that until the very lazt momsant { tie signing of the liolotov-
RibYentrop »nact ), Berlin had not decicded when, how and to what

extent the sovereizaty of the 3altic Repudblics would be vieclatad,

lMlany articles have hasn devot to the exigration
J &
of Raltic CGermans., Ths author rasviewrs this fateful anxéd —xnfortunzis

occurrence in the context of 3erli.'s Hzimins-Reich-Tolitik, dsvo-
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much attention to the precise reason why ths 3gltic rermans

wers called to retura to the Rszich. He couacludes that the redatri-

ation of the Germans was a tgrrible loss for Latvia. A group which

(V]

had done invaluable worlk in the area of culture nhad now left Latvi:

;\'J

Thege were the people with the nighest education and best initia-
tive in all Ilatvia, llany local Germans were leading specialists in
econonmic, healtn care, defence and other fields. Their departure

from Latvia left behind an intellectual vacuum.
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ConepzeHie COBOKYIHOCT: OYGAIKaIri.. 1 DJSBHHE BHBOIH.

0

3 ONYOMKOBHHHYX DadoTax HZ [EVEH. LISH BHI3 HYTH JeTipe T2C-

HO B22:0I0CBA32HHHE TeMd: BHIMHSNOIYTIYeCHaR CTP2STSIUA J2TBHE 3
3C-1{ TOZEX; EcJATI.CKIL BODOC HE IeDSTOBODAX TPEX JEeD#EEE BeCHO..
% JeToM 1332 roZa B JiOCK3e; MZKT .I0J0T0Ba-P:i00eHTDOnE I JiaTaid;
HeMEelKuL ‘arRTop B JaTB:il B OEPIOZ NOZTOTOBXI BTOPO.L MiIDORBO.. BO..-
HH 1 Ha €€ HAYaJbHOM 9Talle. 3Ce BT NPOOJEMH DACCHOTDSHH B XOH-
TEXCTS S£BDOIE ICRMUY MEEIVHAPOLHIX COCHT:Y, YTO NO3BOJAET OTDONETH
BHEIHENOJUTAYSCAYY HAEATEJBHOCTS JaTB:: XKaX OPTaHIYeCK:. JASLiEHT
CLCTEMH MEeZIYHADONHHX OTHOWSHI:, 3 OTHEJAbHHI CIYy4YasX 237T0p 00-
palaeTCas K aHaji3y aEeXBaTHOCTZ perleHH: BHEMHENOJHTI4YeCKOr0 Dy-
KOBOLCTB&E ¥ MOUCKOB AJBbTEPHSTHBHHEXY DEleHiLi, LHODXE BONDOCH Ha-
3BaHHHY TE€N HBIZTANTCR B HCTODIOID&IIYECXOM &ChHeXTe, 4YTC [HO3B0-
JISeT mUPaOMA3IHTHCH XK X298CTBEHRH0 HOBOMY IICJI0AEEHD B HCCJASIOBEHI:

#CTODPAN BHSUHE: HO:T:iKi JaTBii.

L . SHEHHENOJITHYECXSd CcTpaTeris JiaTBii B 30-X IOJaX. JTY xHOTOo-

TPEHEY)D Teuy SBTOD Blep3de B ZCTODRXUYSCKOL JITERATYOL DSI2EeT Z0kn—
JISXCHO H3 ABVX YDPOBHAX. [[Dexme BCEDQO [IEJIBeTCH NONUTKA BHEBXTHL 00—
Y0 ODZEeHTAN ) BHeuHE: IOJHTIK:I JIaTBH@ 7 BHIBZHYTHE B Hel [DIODI-
TEeTH, KaX 1 NDOaHaJ 7:37POB2Th, 9TO OHJIO CIEJEHO B 0o0J2CTu BHeIHel
DOJATIIKY N9 COXPE&HSHHA HE3aBIC:HIOCTH I'OCYIZDCTBZ., HADAIY C 9T.5%
B OYSANHADIAY OUEHEBATCH IDSICTARISHAN JaTBICRILI Z7ilI0LE1

TEna % HAMIOH2J5HO.. $€30IaCHOCTI, D2 EX OTHCHSHI
T2DR2HTIAI HAmIo 0. $2302CHCCT, DACKDHTO XX OTHC

4]

JAYHEN BeDuaHTan YRpewleH:nd O0S300IaCHOCTH CTDAaHH.

OuexzBed WTOIH BHEUIHENOJIATHYSCKOLZ meATeARHOCTZ JlaT-
Ball B 20-X Trojlax no odeclnededuyn Oe30LACHOCTH, aBTOD LEJaeT BH-
BOJl O TOM, 4TO yCIEeXZ CHAU HE CJIIMKOM 3HSUATEeNLHH, LOCTHTHYTH OH-—
J:i T&paHTZi Ge30nacHOCTH! ofuero Xapexrepa /maxTH Jirm Hamii #1 Bpu-

ana-{ejuiora/, 3aKJVYEH OCODOHATENBHHZ COW3 C JCTOHZEd. ONHAKO Tax
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