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1 . Area. 
I . G E N E R A L I N T R O D U C T I O N . 

65,791 square k i lometers . 

2 . Population. 

1,844,805 inhab i tants . 
T h e racial d is tr ibut ion of the popu la t i on was s h o w n in the International Health 

Year-Book for 1924. 
T h e r e are in L a t v i a 38 t o w n s , 31 of w h i c h h a v e more than 2,000 inhab i tants , 

f o rming 32 .8 per cent of the total p o p u l a t i o n of the c ount ry . T h e popu la t i on of the 
t o w n s , w h i c h in 1914 a m o u n t e d to 4 0 . 3 per cent of the total p o p u l a t i o n , in 1920 
a m o u n t e d to o n l y 23 .5 per cent . 

(a) D I S T R I B U T I O N OF P O P U L A T I O N A C C O R D I N G T O S E X . 

There is a cons iderable preponderance of the female sex : 

In 1897 1,039 w o m e n to 1,000 m e n 
In 1920 1,211 
In 1925 1,145 

This excess of w o m e n , a l though less than in 1920, is still h igher than in a n y other 
c o u n t r y , w i th the e x c e p t i o n of Russ ia . 

(b) D I S T R I B U T I O N OF P O P U L A T I O N A C C O R D I N G T O R E L I G I O N . 

Per cent 

Lutherans 5 7 . 2 0 
Cathol ics 2 2 . 5 9 
O r t h o d o x . . . . . . 9 . 0 8 
Jews . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 . 1 9 
Old Bel ievers . . 4 . 8 4 
Pro tes tants of var ious persuasions . . . . 0 . 8 4 
U n c l a s s i f i e d . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 . 2 6 

(c) D I S T R I B U T I O N OF P O P U L A T I O N B Y A G E - G R O U P S . 

A n o r m a l l y cons t i tu ted p o p u l a t i o n m a y be represented b y a p y r a m i d f o r m e d of 
s trokes p laced o n e a b o v e the o ther represent ing the var ious age -groups and h a v i n g 
for its base the stroke whi ch represents the y o u n g e s t age -group . The figures of the 
census t a k e n in 1897 o n the present L a t v i a n terr i tory shows a p y r a m i d of a l m o s t 
per fec t s y m m e t r y , the base of w h i c h f o r m e d b y the age -group f r o m 0-4 years represents 
11.1 per cent of the to ta l popu la t i on of the c o u n t r y . F o r 1920 this age -group on ly 
represented 6.4 per c e n t of the total p o p u l a t i o n ; in 1925 it had arisen to 8.7 per c ent . 
T h i s p h e n o m e n o n shows perhaps bet ter than any o t h e r ind i cat ion t h a t life in L a t v i a 
is resuming its normal course . * 



Distribution of the Population into Three Age-Groups : Childhood, 
Working Age, Old Age, 1920-25. 

Men Women Total 
Age 1920 1925 1920 1925 1920 1925 

Per cent Per cent Per cent 

0 t o 15 years ( ch i ldhood ) . . 3 1 . 2 5 2 6 . 3 6 2 5 . 4 9 2 2 . 8 3 2 8 . 0 9 2 4 . 4 8 
15 t o 6 0 y e a r s (work ing age) . . 5 6 . 3 7 6 2 . 5 7 6 1 . 0 7 6 4 . 3 7 5 8 . 9 5 6 3 . 5 3 
60 years and o v e r (o ld age) . . 1 2 . 3 8 1 1 . 0 7 1 3 . 4 4 1 2 . 8 0 1 2 . 9 6 1 1 . 9 9 

A s a m o n g all the nations w h i c h t o o k part in the w o r l d w a r the w o r k i n g a g e -
g r o u p (15-60 years) has cons iderably increased since 1920, this s u d d e n increase , w h i c h 
e x c e e d s 6 per cent for men , i s the result of the entrance into this g r o u p of a re lat ively 
high n u m b e r of indiv iduals b o r n after 1900 a n d spared b y the war because of their 
a g e . T h e c h i l d h o o d group (0 -15) , on the o ther h a n d , has d i m i n i s h e d . p r o b a b l y as 
a c o n s e q u e n c e ^ & f ^ n e m p l o y m e n t , . w h i c h will no d o u b t tend t o d i sappear in the n e x t 
ten years a n d the effects af—wtrifch will be mi t iga ted b y the f a c t t h a t the propor t i on 
be tween indiv iduals of p roduc t ive age and the a m o u n t of w o r k avai lable will be m o r e 
favourab le . 

(d) D I S T R I B U T I O N OF POPULATION ACCORDING TO T H E CIVIL R E G I S T E R 
IN 1925. 

Men Women 
1920 1925 1920 1925 

Per cent Per cent 

Bache lors 5 7 . 6 1 5 6 . 2 4 5 2 . 8 9 5 0 . 5 9 • 
Married m e n and w o m e n 3 8 . 4 6 4 0 . 3 3 3 3 . 5 4 3 5 . 9 6 
W i d o w e r s and w i d o w s . . 3 . 7 3 3 . 1 4 1 3 . 3 2 1 3 . 0 3 
D i v o r c e d m e n and w o m e n 0 . 2 0 0 . 2 9 0 . 2 5 0 . 4 2 

100 100 100 100 

3. Birth and Death Rates (total figures and rate per 1,000 i n h a b i t a n t s ) . 

(a) GEOGRAPHICAL D I S T R I B U T I O N . 

Provinces 

Live Births Deaths 
Excess of births 

Provinces 1924 1925 1924 1925 
Excess of births 

Provinces 

Absolute I Rate 
figures iper 1,000 

Absolute 1 Rate 
figures per 1,000 

Absolute 
figures 

Rate 
per 1,000 

Absolute 
figures 

Rate 
per 1,000 1924 1925 

Riga. . . . . 
Livonia. 
Courland . . 
Zemgale 
Latgale 

Latvia 

5,278 
6,494 
5,825 
5,778 

17,797 

15.63 
16.04 
20.32-
20.94 
32.98 

5,356 
6,650 
5,699 
5,956 

17,653 

15.74 
16.40 
19.83 
21.51 
32.47 

4,555 
5,753 
4,470 
4,249 
9,372 

13.49 
14.21 
15.59 
15.40 
17.37 

4,562 
5,619 
3,832 
4,033 
9,637 

13.42 
13.86 
13.32 
14.56 
17.72 

2.14 
1.83 
4.73 
5.54 

15.61 

2.32 
2.54 
6.52 
6.95 

14.75 

Riga. . . . . 
Livonia. 
Courland . . 
Zemgale 
Latgale 

Latvia 41,172 22.32 41,314 22.31 28,399 15.39 27,683 14.95 6.93 7.36 



— 7 — 

(b) S E A S O N A L D I S T R I B U T I O N . 

M o n t h s 

L i v e B i r t h s I tea t h s 

M o n t h s 
1 1 « ' , MS 1 S K 5 

A h - o l u t c P e r c e n t a g e 
o f b i r t h s A . . - > u h i l c P e r c e n t a g e 

o f biriiiM 
A b f l u t e 

P e r c e n t a g e 
o f . l e M l i * 

A h i n l u t t . 
P e r c e n t a g e 
nf ' V a l l t * 

f o r t h e y e a r f i g u r e s f o r t h e v e a r f i g u r e s f o r ( l i e y e a r ( o r l l i e v e a r 

4,065 9.9 3,852 9.3 2,877 10.1 2,410 8.7 
3,533 8.6 3,340 8.1 2,653 9.3 2,505 9.1 
3,%6 9.6 3,572 8.7 2,945 10.4 2,772 10.0 
3,656 8.9 3,438 8.3 2,557 9.0 2,558 9.2 
3,524 8.6 3,320 8.0 2,531 8.9 2,431 8.8 
3,261 7.9 3,248 7.9 2,108 7.4 2,184 7.9 
3,243 7.9 3,438 8.3 2,036 7.2 2,096 7.6 
3,087 7.5 3,419 8.3 2,216 7.8 2,076 7.5 
3,226 7.7 3,358 8.1 1,949 6.9 1,851 6.7 
3,048 7.4 3,384 8.2 2,104 7.4 2,102 7.6 
3,384 8.2 3,565 8.6 2,138 7.5 2,155 7.8 
3,179 7.7 3,380 8.2 2,285 8.1 2,543 9.1' 

T o t a l . . . . . . 41,172 •100 41,314 100 28,399 100 27,683 100 

(c) D I S T R I B U T I O N OF M O R T A L I T Y B Y A G E - G R O U P S . 

Age-Groups 

Deaths in 1 9 2 4 

Absolute number 
Rate per 

1 , 0 0 0 persons 
the same group 

Deaths in 1 9 2 5 

Absolute number 
Rate per 

1 , 0 0 0 persons 
of the same group 

0 to 1 
1 to 4 years 
5 to 9 years 

10 to 14 years 
15 to 19 years 
20 to 24 years 
25 to 29 years 
30 to 34 years 
35 to 39 years 
40 to 44 years 
35 to 49 years 
50 to 54 years 
55 to 59 years 
60 to 64 years 
65 to 69 years 
70 to 74 years 
75 to 79 years 
80 to 84 years 
85 to 89 years 
90 to 94 years 
95 to 100 years 

iuu and over 
Age unknown 

Total . 

4,152 
2,183 

473 
459 
686 
974 
781 
772 
766 
906 

1,042 
1,449 
1,585 
2,110 
2,065 
2,414 
1,940 
1,709 

928 
436 
178 
120 
271 

28,399 

110.2 
17.7 
4.2 
2.7 
3.8 
5.7 
5.6 
6.2 
6.3 
7.7 
9.2 

13.4 
18.7 
25.7 
37.9 
59.2 
88.3 

156.8 

239.3 
452.8 

14.2 

15.39 

4,430 
2,321 

466 
513 
684 
984 
834 
730 
716 
819 

1,039 
1,359 
1,462 
2,057 
1,969 
2,208 
1,919 
1,503 

862 
393 
139 
99 

177 

27,683 

UflHwakitaa 
i l i l l O T Ë K A J 

117.6 
18.8 
4.1 
3.0 
3.8 
5.7 
6.0 
5.8 
5.9 
6.9 
9.2 

12.6 
17.2 
25.1 
36.2 
54.5 
87.3 

143.9 

207.3 
373.6 

9.3 

14.95 



— 8 — 

fd) D I S T R I B U T I O N OF M O R T A L I T Y I N RIGA ACCORDING TO T H E PRINCIPAL 

CAUSES OF D E A T H (1923) l . 

1923 

Causes of Death Number 
of deaths 

Rate 
per cent 

1. Tuberculosis . . . . . . . . . . . 633 16.4 

2. Diseases of the circulatory system 635 16.4 

3. Acute infectious diseases and septicaemia 301 7.8 

4. Diseases of the respiratory organs 342 8.8 

5. Cancer and other malignant tumours 454 11.7 

6. Diseases of the nervous system 381 9.8 

7. Diseases of conformation 395 10.2 

8. Diseases of the digestive and genito-urinary organs 323 8.4 

3.8 9. Violent deaths 145 

8.4 

3.8 

10. Suicide . . . . 9^ 2 ^ 10. Suicide . . . . ' 
11. Other causes of death and unknown causes 164 4.2 

Total . . : 3,868 100 

1 These data are only available for the city of Riga. 

FE) DISTRIBUTION OF LIVE BIRTHS ACCORDING TO L E G I T I M A C Y A N D C R E E D 

IN 1924 A N D 1925. 

L i v e ) i r t h s L i v e i i i r ibx 
IfHU I l l e g i t i m a t e I l l e g i t i m a t e 

C r e e d 
b i r t h s b i r t h s 

C r e e d 
p e r 400 per 100 

L e g i t i m a t e I l l e g i t i m a t e b i r t h s L e g i t i m a t e I l l e g i t i m a t e b i r t h s 

16,693 1,328 7.37 16,760 1,435 7.89 
12,118 609 4.79 12,310 622 4.81 

Greek Orthodox 4,419 282 6.00 4,313 277 6.03 
3,320 314 8.64 3,216 323 9.13 
1,804 36 1.96 1,713 41 2.34 

Other denominations and unknown 207 4 2 16.87 208 56 21.22 

Total 38,561 2,611 6.34 38,520 2,794 6.76 
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(f) G E O G R A P H I C A L D I S T R I B U T I O N OF S T I L L - B I R T H S IN 1924 A N D 1925. 

D i s t r i c t s 

N u m b e r 
o f 

b i r t h s 
S t i l l - b i r t h -

S t i l l - b i r t h 
r a t o 

N u m b e r 
o f 

b i r t h " 
s t i l l - b i r t h * 

S t i l l - b i r t h 
r a t e 

1 9 ¿ 4 1 Î H 5 

5,422 144 2.66 5,523 167 3.02 
6,593 99 1.50 6,755 105 1.56 
5,937 112 1.89 5,813 114 1.96 
5,579 89 1.60 5,816 69 1.19 
6,894 29 0.42 7,637 28 0.37 

30,425 473 1.55 31,544 483 1.53 

Note.—This tab le shows o n l y the 30 ,425 births registered in the off ices o f the 
Civil R e g i s t r y in 1924 and the 31 ,544 registered in 1925. A c c o r d i n g to the d a t a of 
the Statistical Office of the S t a t e , the n u m b e r of l ive births a m o u n t e d to 41 ,172 in 
1924 and 41 ,314 in 1925 . This di f ference is due t o the f a c t that the Cathol i c c lergy 
still refuses to s u p p l y the data required b y the Civil Reg is trars . 

4. Infant Mortality. 

(a) N U M B E R OF D E A T H S A N D R A T E P E R 1,000 B I R T H S 1924-25. 

Number of deaths Rate per 1 , 0 0 0 births 

1924 . . . . " . . 4 ,152 1 0 0 . 8 
1925 . . 4 ,430 1 0 7 . 2 

(b) D I S T R I B U T I O N B Y A G E - G R O U P S . 

1 9 2 4 
Number 

of deaths 
Rate per 

1 , 0 0 0 births 
Percentage 
of mortality 

0 t o 1 m o n t h 1,185 2 8 . 8 2 8 . 5 
1 to 2 m o n t h s 847 2 0 . 6 2 0 . 4 
3 to 11 m o n t h s 2 ,120 5 1 . 5 5 1 . 1 

T o t a l 4 ,152 1 0 0 . 8 1 0 0 . 0 

1 9 2 5 
Number 
of deaths 

Rate per 
1 , 0 0 0 births 

Percentage 
of mortality 

0 t o 1 m o n t h . . 1,249 3 0 . 2 2 8 . 2 
1 to 2 m o n t h s 889 2 1 . 5 2 0 . 1 
3 to 11 m o n t h s 2 ,292 5 5 . 5 5 1 . 7 

T o t a l 
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(c) S E A S O N A L D I S T R I B U T I O N 1924 -25 . 

Month 
Deaths in 1924 Deaths in 1925 

Month 
Absolute figure Rate per 100 Absolute figure Rate per 100 

January 330 7.9 372 8.4 

February 305 7.3 424 9.6 

March 356 8.6 471 10.6 

April 311 7.5 366 8.3 

May 320 7.7 340 7.7 

June 310 7.5 351 7.9 

July ^:,:'V,._":./;V- ... 335 8.1 4<;o 10.4 

August 518 12.5 444 10.0 

September . . . .• 416 10.0 326 7.4 

October 358 8.6 272 6.1 

November 297 7.2 281 6.3 

December . . . . 296 7.1 322 7.3 

• 4,152 100.0 4,430 100.0 

(d) D I S T R I B U T I O N OF I N F A N T M O R T A L I T Y A C C O R D I N G T O L E G I T I M A C Y IN R I G A 

1 9 2 2 - 2 5 . 

Legitimate Illegitimate Total 

Year 
Live 

births 

Num­ Rate per 
1,000 births 

Live 
births 

Infant mortality 
Live 
births 

Infant mortality 
Live 

births ber of 
deaths 

Rate per 
1,000 births 

Live 
births Number 

of deaths 
Rate per 

1,000 births 

Live 
births I Num-

i ber of 
deaths 

Rate per 
! 1,000 births 

1922 4,294 321 74.76 464 99 213.36 4,758 420 88.28 

1923 4,463 291 65.20 544 134 246.32 5,007 425 84.88 

1924 4,635 368 79.40 643 200 311.04 5,278 568 107.62 

1925 4,655 350 75.19 701 150 213.98 5,356 5O0 93.35 
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(e) I N F A N T M O R T A L I T Y I N R I G A B Y A G E - G R O U P S A N D A C C O R D I N G T O L E G I T I M A C Y 

1 9 2 2 - 2 5 . 

t9ii l l«3 

Age -Group 
Legitimate 
children 

Illegitimate 
e hi 111 re u Total Legitimate 

children 
Illegitimate 

children Tota l 
Age -Group 

Number 
of 

•'eaths 

H.H.-
per 
rent 

Numb* r 
of 

deaths 

Hale 
|>cr 

cent 

N u m b e r 
of 

deaths 

Rate 
per 

. rent 

Number 
of 

• Y n t l i * 

Dale 
per 

N u m b e r 
of 

death« 

Rate 
per 

cent 

Numht ' r 
of 

ili nlti* 

Rale 
per 

rent 

N u m b e r 
of 

death« 

Numht 'r 
of 

ili nlti* 

0 to 8 days 66 20.6 32 32.3 98 23.4 76 26.1 32 23.8 108 25.4 
8 to 14 days 18 5.6 4 4.1 22 5.2 25 8.3 10 7.5 34 8.0 
15 days to 1 munth 25 7.8 3 3.0 28 6.7 21 7.2 11 8.2 32 7.5 

1 month 39 12.2 17 17.1 56 13.4 19 6.5 13 9.7 32 7.5 
2 months 28 8.7 14 14.2 42 10.0 22 7.2 14 10.4 35 8.2 
3 months 22 6.8 3 3.0 25 5.9 16 5.5 19 14.2 35 8.2 
4 months 19 5.9 9 9.1 28 6.7 18 6.2 10 7.5 28 6.6 
5 months 21 6.5 4 4.1 25 5.9 25 8.6 6 4.5 31 7.3 
6 months 8 2.5 2 2.0 10 2.4 14 4.8 6 4.5 20 4.7 
7 months 20 6.2 4 4.1 24 5.7 6 2.1 7 5.2 13 3.1 
8 months 15 4.7 2 2.0 17 4.0 18 6.2 2 1.5 20 4.7 
9 months 15 4.7 2 2.0 17 4.0 10 3.4 2 1.5 12 2.9 

10 months 14 4.4 1 1.0 15 3.6 9 3.1 1 0.75 10 2.4 
11 months 11 3.4 2 2.0 13 3.1 14 4.8 1 0.75 15 3.5 

First year 321 100.0 99 100.0 420 100.0 291 100.0 134 100.0 425 100.0 

Legitimate Illegitimate T o lal Legitimate Illegitimate Tota l 
.Age-Group children children children chihl ten 

Number Rate M umber Rate Nu.nber Rate N urn her Rate N u m b e r Rate N u m b e r Rate 
o i p e r of per of per of per of per ol per 

deaths cent deaths CHM t deaths cent deaths cent d e a t h * cent death* cent 

0 to 8 days . . 82 22.3 29 14.5 111 19.5 94 26.9 29 19.3 123 24.6 
8 to 14 days . . 18 4.9 6 3.0 24 4.2 23 6.6 3 2.0 26 5,6 
15 days t o l nwnth 23 6.3 11 5.5 34 6.0 25 7.1 12 8.0 37 7.4 

1 month 30 8.2 22 11.0 52 9.2 31 8.9 16 10.7 47 9.4 
2 months 27 7.3 30 15.0 57 10.0 23 6.6 15 10.0 38 7.6 
3 months 25 6.8 25 12.5 50 8.8 21 6.0 9 6.0 30 6.0 
4 months 21 5.7 10 5.0 31 5.5 15 4.3 16 10.7 31 6.2 
5 months 16 4.3 12 6.0 28 4.9 26 7.4 5 3.3 31 6.2 
6 months 29 7.9 15 7.5 44 7.8 18 5.1 11 7.3 29 5.8 
7 months 24 6.5 13 6.5 37 6.5 15 4.3 13 8.7 28 5.6 
8 months 18 4.9 7 3.5 25 4.4 16 4.6 7 4.7 23 4.6 
9 months 17 4.6 8 4.0 25 4.4 13 3.7 5 3.3 18 3.6 

10 months 18 4.9 <6 3.0 24 4.2 13 3.7 5 3.3 18 3.6 
11 months 20 5.4 6 3.0 26 4.6 17 4.8 4 2.7 21 4.2 

First year . 368 100.0 200 100.0 568 100.0 350 100.0 150 100.0 500 100.0 
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(f) S E A S O N A L D I S T R I B U T I O N OF I N F A N T M O R T A L I T Y I N R I G A 1922-25. 

Infant Mortality 

1922 1925 1924 1923 

Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate 
of per of per of per of per 

deaths cent deaths cent deaths cent deaths cent 

January 35 8.4 36 8.5 48 8.5 44 8.8 
February 39 9.3 30 7.2 54 9.5 43 8.6 
March 39 9.3 43 10.1 35 6.2 47 9.4 
April 
May 

46 10.9 42 ' 9.9 47 8.3 38 7.6 April 
May 37 8.8 34 8.0 38 6.6 46 9.2 
June 32 7.5 25 5.9 52 9.1 41 8.2 
July 38 . 9.1 36 8.5 69 12.1 47 9.4 
August* 38 9.1 41 9.6 64 11.3 48 9.6 
September 36 8.6 31 7.2 27 4.7 32 6.4 
October 26 6.2 42 9.9 48 8.5 35 7.0 
November 24 5.7 33 7.8 47 8.3 36 7.2 
December 30 7.1 32 7.5 39 6.9 43 8.6 

Total 429 100.0 425 100.0 568 100.0 500 100.0 

(g) D I S T R I B U T I O N OF I N F A N T M O R T A L I T Y IN R I G A A C C O R D I N G T O L E G I T I M A C Y A N D 

T H E P R I N C I P A L C A U S E S OF D E A T H 1922-25. 

Infant Mortality 

Causes of Death Legi- IUegi- Rate Legi- Illegi­ Rate 
timate timate Total P«r timate timate Total per 

children children cent children children cent 

1922 1923 

1. Debility and congenital deformities 73 26 99 23.6 84 40 124 29.2 
2 . Diseases of the respiratory organs . . 60 15 75 17.9 50 25 75 17.6 
3 . Diarrhoea and enteritis 39 14 53 12.6 39 16 55 12.9 
4 . Diseases of the nervous system . 21 4 25 6.0 22 5 27 6.4 
5. Meningitis (except tubercular menin­

gitis) . 16 2 18 4.3 21 2 23 5.4 
6 . 14 2 16 3.8 17 8 25 5.9 
7. Acute epidemic diseases, including 

congenital syphilis and septicaemia 28 7 35 8.3 12 8 20 4.7 
8 . 13 4 17 4.0 11 6 17 4.0 
9 . Violent death and starvation 3 13 16 3.8 3 11 14 3.3 

10. Unknown or unascertained causes . . 54 12 66 15.7 32 13 45 10.6 

Total 321 99 420 100.0 291 134 425 100.0 
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((f) D I S T R I B U T I O N OF I N F A N T M O R T A L I T Y IN RIGA ACCORDING TO L E G I T I M A C Y A N D 

T H E PRINCIPAL CAUSES OF D E A T H 1922-25 (continued). 

Infant Mortality 

Causes of Death Illegi­ Rate Leti- Illegi­
Total 

Rate 
timate timate Total per timate timate Total per 

children children cent children children cent 

1924 1925 

1. Debility and congenital deformities 143 25.2 113 22.6 
2 . Diseases of the respiratory organs . . 113 19.9 72 14.4 
3 . Diarrhoea and enteritis 92 16.2 79 15.8 
4 . Diseases of the nervous system . . . 30 5.3 42 8.4 
5. Meningitis (except tubercular menin-

5.0 27 4.7 25 5.0 
6. . 35 6.2 24 4.8 
7. Acute epidemic diseases, including 

11.6 66 13.2 congenital syphilis and septicaemia 66 11.6 66 13.2 
8. 21 3.7 36 7.2 
9. Violent death and starvation 8 1.4 4 0.8 

10. Unknown or unascertained causes . . 33 5.8 39 7.8 

. Total 568 100.0 500 100.0 

5. Budget. 
Lais* 

General B u d g e t for the fiscal year 1925-26 . . ... . . 160,949,256 
B u d g e t of the Ministry of Social We l fare 9,464,798 
Veter inary service 298,511 
Medical service of State rai lways . . . . . . . . 437,834 
Principal i tems in Hea l th B u d g e t : 

Salaries, u p k e e p of offices and laborator ies , e t c . . . 484,754 
Bepa i rs to bui ldings and new c o n s t r u c t i o n s . . . . . . 6,574 
U p k e e p of State hospitals and repairs to hospita ls . . . . 1,520,332 
U p k e e p of quarant ine station of L iepa ja ( L i b a u ) . . . . 11,517 
C a m p a i g n against rabies . . . . . . . . • • 2,500 
C a m p a i g n against venereal diseases . . . . . . . . 1,000 
C a m p a i g n against infectious diseases . . . . . . . • 5,000 
S u b s i d y to the Ant i -Tubercu los i s Soc ie ty . . . . . . 4.000 
S u b s i d y to the Assoc ia t i on for Mother and Child Wel fare . . 7,000 
Pens ions to disabled soldiers a n d their families . . . . 2 ,466,000 
Pens ions of off icials and army pens ions , etc . . 76 ,000 
Subsidies to the s ick benefit c lubs (2 per cent of salary) . . 2 ,745,600 
Medical a t tendance of State o f f i c i a l s . . . . . . . . 556,600 
U p k e e p of infants and chi ldren's homes . . . . . . 389,340 
Inst i tut ions for the bl ind . . .'. . . . '. . . 102,479 
Instal lat ion of sanator ium for tubercu lous o f f i c ia ls . . . . 200 ,000 

One lat equals one Swiss franc. 
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I I . R E C E N T R E F O R M S IN H E A L T H A D M I N I S T R A T I O N A N D L E G I S L A T I O N . 

1. Organisation of the Public Health Service (see g raph o n the f o l l owing p a g e ) . 

2 . Principal Laws and Regulations enacted In 1925. 

Instruct ions regarding c o m p u l s o r y v a c c i n a t i o n against s m a l l p o x (January 2 3 r d ) . 
R e g u l a t i o n regarding the installation and service of pr ivate c l inics ( January 2 3 r d ) . 
Sanitary regulations regarding the c leaning of streets and o p e n spaces in the R iga 

district (June 2 3 r d ) . 
Instruct ions concerning the e x p o r t of catt le a b r o a d ( J a n u a r y 5 t h ) . 
Instruct ions for the appl icat ion of the law for the c a m p a i g n against a lcohol ism 

(April 2 0 t h ) . 
Regu la t i ons concerning the dec larat ion of infect ious diseases ( A u g u s t 3rd ) . 
L a w regarding the amalgamat i on of the D e p a r t m e n t of P u b l i c Hea l th w i t h the 

Ministry of Social Wel fare (August 8 t h ) . 
Decree regarding the campaign against f o o t - a n d - m o u t h disease . 
Decree regarding the duties of the pol ice in the c a m p a i g n against f o o t - a n d - m o u t h 

disease and the declarat ion of cases of this disease ( N o v e m b e r 7 t h ) . 
Proh ib i t i on of impor ta t i on of horses, of large and small cat t le and of p r o v e n d e r 

f rom Li thuania o n a c c o u n t of f o o t - a n d - m o u t h disease ( N o v e m b e r 7 t h ) . 
Rat i f i ca t i on o f the Heal th C o n v e n t i o n conc luded o n J u l y 7 th , 1922 , be tween L a t v i a 

and P o l a n d ( M a y 5 th ) . 
E n t r y into force of the P r o t o c o l regarding v e t e r i n a r y traff ic b e t w e e n L a t v i a 

and Czechos lovakia (June 2 5 t h ) . 

I I I . E P I D E M I C A N D C O N T A G I O U S D I S E A S E S l . 

Typhus fever : 96 cases reported . A s in the prev ious year , the m a j o r i t y of these 
cases were n o t e d near the Russian and L i thuanian frontiers and a t R i g a . In 1924 : 
290 cases. 

Relapsing fever : 997 cases reported (405 at R i g a ) . In 1924 : 1,547 cases (608 at 
R i g a ) . 

Dysentery : 150 cases. In 1924 : 276 cases. 
Diphtheria : 665 cases. In 1924 : 5 9 4 cases . 
Whooping-cough : 919 cases. In 1924, 495 cases . 
Scarlet fever : 2 ,767 cases r epor ted . In 1924 : 1,450 cases . 
Smallpox.—Thanks to c o m p u l s o r y v a c c i n a t i o n , w h i c h is v e r y str ic t ly en forced , 

o n l y 17 cases of smal lpox have been o b s e r v e d , the m a j o r i t y in L a t g a l e , in districts 
close t o the Russian frontier. 

Rabies shows no decrease. Three hundred and s e v e n t y persons suffering f r om 
suspected bites underwent anti -rabies t r e a t m e n t at the Pasteur Inst i tute a t R i g a . 

1 A table showing the number ot cases of notifiable diseases reported in Latvia in 1925 is to be found in 
Epidemiological Intelligence, No. 10, page 132. 



Public Health Organisation of Latvia. 
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I V . P R E V E N T I V E M E D I C I N E A N D H Y G I E N E . 

1. Tuberculosis. 
A t R i g a , the on ly c i ty for wh i ch w e h a v e accurate statistical d a t a , 730 deaths f r om 

tuberculosis have been n o t e d , g iv ing a speci f ic m o r t a l i t y of 21 .5 per ten thousand 
inhabi tants (690 deaths in 1924, specif ic m o r t a l i t y 2 1 . 4 ) . 

T h e ant i - tubercular dispensary of the R i g a A n t i - T u b e r c u l o s i s S o c i e t y and all the 
sanatoria h a v e been ex t remely ac t ive . Ment i on should be m a d e of the o p e n i n g in 1925 
of the new ant i - tubercular d ispensary at L iépa ja (L ibau) and the o p e n i n g at the b e g i n ­
ning of 1926 of a sanator ium for tubercular G o v e r n m e n t off icials at W e i d o m e n , and 
of a sanator ium be longing t o the heal th insurance societies at P r e d a i n e . T h e c i ty of 
R i g a has b e g u n the construct ion of a sanator ium w i t h 120 b e d s at Bickerniki (near 
R i g a ) . 

2 . Leprosy. 
A s the leper hospital at Talsi was c losed in 1925, a t present there o n l y remain the 

leper hospitals at R iga and at Césis ( W e n d e n ) , in w h i c h there w e r e , at the end of the 
year 1925, 198 lepers, 13 of w h o m were new cases (as against 2 1 5 in 1924) . 

V . C U R A T I V E M E D I C I N E . 

1. Organisation and Administration of Hospitals. 
Latv ia conta ined , in 1925, 79 general hospitals , inc lud ing f o u r lunat ic asy lums 

mainta ined b y the State , 125 consult ing r o o m s , 12 sanator ia , f our thermal stat ions and 
two leper hospitals . 

Amongst the innovat ions in t roduced in 1925 w e shou ld m e n t i o n : 
(a) The f oundat i on of a general hospital at R i g a for the Jewish 

c o m m u n i t y ; 
(b) The open ing of two sanatoria f or tuberculos is ; 
(c) The inaugurat ion of t w o thermal stat ions a t K a n d a v a ( K a n d a u ) 

and at B a t e . 

2 . The Red Cross. 
In 1925, the R e d Cross cont inued the w o r k to w h i c h it has d e v o t e d itself since its 

f o u n d a t i o n — t h e installation of hospitals , sanatoria and " health stat ions " ( consul t ­
ing r o o m s ) , especial ly in districts where the resources of the State or c o m m u n e s were 
insuff icient to supply adequate medica l a t tent ion . I t f o u n d e d s ix hospitals a t R i g a , 
Je lgava (Mi tau) , Daugavpi l s ( D w i n s k ) , P lav inas ( S t o c k m a n n s h o f ) , Ir lava and Ergl i , 
and quite recent ly the hospital of Smi l tene , and cont r ibuted t o the instal lat ion of the 
c o m m u n a l hospitals of J e c a v a , A t l a v a and D o b e l é ( D o b l e n ) . I n 1925, it also inaugu ­
rated s ix n e w " health stations " at A p é , P o k r o v , K u l d i g a ( G o l d i n g e n ) , Ventspi ls 
( W i n d a u ) , K a n d a v a ( K a n d a u ) and R i g a . T h e latter is a m o d e l c onsu l t ing - room for 
the technica l training of district nurses. 

In 1925, 5,902 patients were t reated in the R e d Cross hospita ls (4,928 in 1924) , 
and 838 pat ients underwent pro longed t rea tment in its f ive sanator ia (637 in 1924) . 
T h e e leven consul t ing -rooms were v is i ted b y 24 ,960 persons (24 ,500 in 1924) and the 
" health stat ions " b y 102,735 (93,466 in 1924) . T h e or thopaedic w o r k s h o p s m a d e 
646 artificial l imbs (581 in 1924) and the m o t o r ambulances carr ied 2,595 pat ients 
(1 ,924 in 1924) . 



V I . H E A L T H P E R S O N N E L . 

In 1925, there were 951 doc tors in L a t v i a , 557 be ing at R i g a ; that is to s a y , 
there were 5.2 doc tors per 10,000 inhab i tants , or 1 t o 1,939 for the w h o l e c o u n t r y , and 
16.46 d o c t o r s per 10,000 inhabi tants , or 1 t o 610 at R i g a . Their d is tr ibut ion over the 
c o u n t r y is therefore s o m e w h a t unequal . 

T h e r e were 519 dent is ts , including 3 4 5 at R i g a ; 885 m i d w i v e s , inc luding 388 a t 
R i g a ; 185 assistant d o c t o r s (feldschers). 

V I I . G E N E R A L Q U E S T I O N S . 
1. Unemployment. 

L a t v i a n o w possesses f ive labour e x c h a n g e s in the towns of R i g a , Je lgava ( M i t a u ) , 
Ventspi ls ( W i n d a u ) and Daugavpi l s ( D w i n s k ) , the m o s t i m p o r t a n t of which is t h a t 
of R i g a , where more than 60 per cent of the total u n e m p l o y e d are registered. T h e 
Statistical Bureau of R iga has under taken to establish a dist inct ion between the 
u n e m p l o y e d proper ly s o - c a l l e d — t h a t is t o say , skilled artisans o u t of w o r k — a n d the 
numerous persons w h o , a l though to ta l ly unfamil iar w i t h industrial labour (domest i c 
servants , educated persons w i thout e m p l o y m e n t seeking a n y pos i t i on , unskil led 
workers and apprent i ces ) , have so far been registered as u n e m p l o y e d in the labour 
e x c h a n g e s . 

U p t o the present , the statistics of the labour exchanges give the n u m b e r of app l i ­
cat ions for w o r k but n o t the n u m b e r of persons w i t h o u t w o r k , and as it o f ten happens 
that the same person is registered in the e x c h a n g e f ive , s ix or even ten t imes per m o n t h — 
that is t o say , w h e n e v e r he has finished the w o r k g i v e n h i m — t h e s e statistics are far 
f r om g iv ing an accurate idea of the s i tuat ion , w h e n c e the necess i ty of a d o p t i n g 
statistics based o n the n u m b e r of persons and n o t o n that of appl icat ions for w o r k . 

A c o m p a r i s o n of the f igures for the y e a r 1924, publ ished in the previous Y e a r -
B o o k , w i t h those ob ta ined b y this n e w m e t h o d shows t h a t the n u m b e r of u n e m p l o y e d 
is far less d isquiet ing than the earlier statist ics led one t o suppose . In 1925, the tota l 
hardly e x c e e d e d 2,000, whi le if u n e m p l o y m e n t had reached the same propor t i ons in 
Latv ia as in G e r m a n y (2 ,000,000 u n e m p l o y e d , i.e., one th ir ty - th ird of the popu la t i on ) 
there w o u l d be f rom 50 ,000 t o 60,000 u n e m p l o y e d . 

Number of Unemployed Industrial Workers at Riga, 1924 and 1925. 

J a n u a r y . . 
F e b r u a r y 
March . . 
April 
M a y 
June 
Ju ly 
A u g u s t . . 
Sep tember 
O c t o b e r . . 
N o v e m b e r 
D e c e m b e r 

Old 
method 

3,717 
2 ,783 
3,183 
2 ,408 
1,794 
1,102 
1,079 
1,053 
1,181 
1,563 
2.186 
2,277 

1924 
New 

method 

1,404 
1,450 
1,220 
1,371 

835 
496 
4 0 3 
289 
296 
354 
650 

1,082 

1925 
New 

method 

1,706 
2,153 
1,692 
1,485 
1,283 

650 
680 
430 
496 
486 
910 

1,532 
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H o w e v e r , t h e r e has been a certain increase in u n e m p l o y m e n t in 1925 . T h e m o n t h l y 
average f r o m M a y 1st to O c t o b e r 1st, 1925, was 671 u n e m p l o y e d as against 447 in 
1924, w h i c h represents a 5 0 p e r c e n t increase . F r o m J a n u a r y 1st t o Apri l 1st, 1925, 
this average was 1,759 u n e m p l o y e d as against 1,356 dur ing the c o r r e s p o n d i n g per i od of 
1924, g iv ing an increase of 30 per cent . Dur ing the m o n t h s of N o v e m b e r and D e c e m ­
ber 1925, this increase a m o u n t e d to 41 per cent . 

P u b l i c w o r k s have been under taken to rel ieve the u n e m p l o y e d . In 1925, the 
muni c ipa l i ty of Riga e m p l o y e d 4,569 and the State 2 ,268 . 

2 . Cost of Living. 

T h e c o s t of l iv ing at R i g a has n o t changed mater ia l ly . T h e i n d e x figures in lats 
calculated accord ing to the m e t h o d ind icated in the prev ious Y e a r - B o o k a r e as fo l lows : 

J a n u a r y 
F e b r u a r y 
March 
Apr i l 

1925 

131.53 
140.84 
143.12 
137.79 

1926 

138.21 
140.56 
141.03 
136.76 

M a y 
June 
J u l y 
A u g u s t 

1925 

141.88 
139.27 
140.33 
134.72 

S e p t e m b e r 
O c t o b e r 
N o v e m b e r 
D e c e m b e r 

1925 

132.40 
126.63 
126.20 
131.77 

V I I I . B I B L I O G R A P H Y . 

In a d d i t i o n to the w o r k s m e n t i o n e d u n d e r the same head ing in the Y e a r - B o o k for 
1924, the reader should consul t the f o l l owing publ i cat ions : 

1. Statistical Year-Book of Latvia, 1924. Publ ished b y the G o v e r n m e n t Statistical 
Bureau, R i g a , 1925 (Tables with F r e n c h t e x t ) . 

2 . Statistical Year-Book of the City of Biga, 1923-24. Publ i shed b y the 
Statist ical Bureau of the City of B i g a , 1926 (Latv ian and F r e n c h ) . 

3 . Second Census of the Population of Latvia taken on February 10th, 1925, ed i ted 
b y M. Skujen ieks . Publ i shed b y the G o v e r n m e n t Stat ist ical B u r e a u , R i g a . Sect ions 
I , I I , I I I , I V and V , 1925-26 (Tables w i t h L a t v i a n and F r e n c h t e x t s ) . 

4 . Latvian Bed Cross Beview, 1925 (in L a t v i a n ) . 

J u l y 1926. 


