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Saliedétibas izpratnes vektori pilsoniski
aktivas sabiedribas attistibai

Misdienu pasaulé, tostarp Latvija, socialo, politisko, ka ari idejisko ainu
arvien vairak raksturo jaunu izaicinajumu sadrumstalotiba. Strauja digi-
talo tehnologiju attistiba un mediju telpas izplesanas, militarie konflikti
un neokoloniali tikojumi, klimata straujas parmainas, ka ari kultaras,
parazu, tradiciju transformacijas maina ne tikai saliedétibas izpratni, bet
ari tas mérkus. Ideologiskais apjukums, polarizacija, dezinformacija un
pilsoniska atsvesinatiba apdraud sabiedribas vienotibu un parvaldibu.
Lidz ar to ir nepiecieS$ams pétit un attistit jaunu zinasanu bazi par aktu-
alajam tendencém saliedétibas, sadarbibas un savstarpéjas uzticésanas
joma Latvijas sabiedriba, dazadas socialajas un demografiskajas grupas,
izzinot to dzilakos célonus un piedavajot risinajumus.

VPP projekta mérkis ir veikt visaptverosu Latvijas saliedétibas politi-
kas analizi kops 1991. gada, interdisciplinari apvienojot gan filosofiskas
refleksijas par pamata jédzieniem, gan sociologisku analizi un datus,
gan juridiskos, geografiskos, ekonomiskos, socialos, kultiiras, ideologijas
u.c. aspektus. Konferences dalibnieki ir aicinati pieteikt referatus, kas
lautu gan aktualizét projekta butiskakos aspektus, gan uzsakt sarunu par
Latvijas valstiskumu, nacionalas identitates apzinu, pilsoniskas sabied-
ribas aktivitati, plassazinas lidzeklu un digitalo pakalpojumu ietekmi uz
sabiedribas sadarbibu, savstarpéjo uzticésanos pasvaldibam, valstij un
sabiedribai kopuma.

KKonferences sekcija tiek rikota ar VPP programmas “Saliedétas un pilsoniski aktivas sabiedribas
attistibas” projekta “Sabiedribas saliedétibas vektori: no saliedétibas ap valstsnaciju (2012-2018) uz
saliedéto pilsonisko kopienu valsts, sabiedribas un individu dro3ibas laba (2024-2025)" (VPP-KM-
SPASA-2023/1-0002) atbalstu.



Vectors of Cohesion Understanding for the
Development of a Civically Active Society

In the modern context, including Latvia, the social, political and ideolo-
gical landscape is increasingly fragmented by both new and challenging
issues. The steep development of digital technologies and the expansion
of media networks, military conflicts and neo-colonial networks, rapid
climate change, as well as the transformation of culture, customs and
traditions are changing not only the conception of cohesion, but also its
goals. Ideological confusion, polarisation, misinformation and civic alien-
ation threaten social cohesion and governance. Consequently, there is a
need to research and develop a new knowledge base on current trends re-
garding cohesion, cooperation and mutual trust in Latvian society, across
different social and demographic groups, exploring their deeper causes
and proposing solutions.

The aim of the SRP project is to conduct a comprehensive analysis of
Latvia's cohesion policy since 1991, in an interdisciplinary way combi-
ning philosophical reflections on basic concepts, sociological analysis and
data, legal, geographical, economic, social, cultural, ideological and other
aspects. Participants are encouraged to submit papers that would both
highlight the most relevant aspects of the project and initiate a conver-
sation on Latvia's statehood, national identity, civil society activity, the
influence of media and digital services on public cooperation, mutual
trust in local governments, the state and society as a whole.

The conference is organised with the support State Research Programme “"Development of a cohesive
and civically active society” project "Vectors of societal cohesion: from cohesion around the nation-
state (2012-2018) to a cohesive civic community for the security of the state, society and individuals
(2024-2025)" (VPP-KM-SPASA-2023/1-0002).
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9.30-10.00
10.00-10.10

10.10-10.25

10.25-10.40

10.40-11.10

11.10-11.30

Registracija / Registration

Inese Sipule
Institute of Philosophy and Sociology, University of Latvia

Konferences atklasanas uzruna

Opening speech

Maris Kalis

Institute of Philosophy and Sociology, University of Latvia
Saliedétibas idejas filozofiskie, teorétiskie, ideologiskie
pamati un izaicinajumi

Philosophical, Theoretical, Ideological Foundations, and
Challenges of the Idea of Cohesion

Maija Kale

Institute of Philosophy and Sociology, University of Latvia
Filozofijas un sociologijas institdta pétijumi par
sabiedribas integraciju 1991-2023. Konceptualas
nostadnes

Studies of the Institute of Philosophy and Sociology
About the Integration of Society, 1991-2023. Conceptual
Positions

Zane Vagnere, Jelena Saicane
The Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Latvia

Valsts pétijumu programma "Saliedétas un pilsoniski
aktivas sabiedribas attistiba”: Kultlras ministrijas
perspektiva

State Research Programme "Development of a Cohesive
and Civically Active Society”: The Perspective of the
Ministry of Culture

Diskusija / Discussion



11.30-11.45

11.45-12.00

12.00-12.15

12.15-12.30

12.30-12.50
12.50-13.50
13.50-14.05

Ireta Cekse

Educational Research Institute, Faculty of Education Science
and Psychology of the University of Latvia

Skolénu pilsoniska izglitiba Latvija: zinasanas, piederiba
un uzvediba. Starptautiska pilsoniskas izglitibas pétijuma
(IEA ICCS) rezultati

Civic Education of Students in Latvia: Knowledge,
Belonging and Behaviour. Results of the IEA ICCS
International Civic and Citizenship Education Study

Agnese Lastovska, Dace Medne, Gatis Lama, Jana Grava
Faculty of Education Sciences and Psychology, Univ. of Latvia

Pilsoniskas kompetences loma augstakaja izglitiba
ilgtspéjigas sabiedribas attistibai: Latvijas augstakas
izglitibas analize

The Development of Civic Competence in Higher
Education to Support a Sustainable Society: The Case of
Latvian Higher Education

Inta Mierina, Martins Kaprans, Ilze Koroleva
Institute of Philosophy and Sociology, University of Latvia

Vai Latvija klist saliedétaka un pilsoniski aktivaka?
Politikas progresa novértéjums

Is Latvia Becoming More Cohesive and Civically Active?
Evaluating the Policy Progress

Vladislavs Volkovs, Inese Ratanova

Institute of Philosophy and Sociology, University of Latvia
Latvijas sabiedribas konsolidacijas procesu attistiba tas
sociali ekonomiskajas praksés

The Development of Latvian Society's Consolidation
Processes in Its Socio-Economic Practices

Diskusija / Discussion
Partraukums / Break

Signe Skutele

Faculty of Law, University of Latvia

Ar tiesu varu saistitu pamatprincipu ietekme uz sociali
aktivu, saliedétu sabiedribu Latvija

The Impact of the Fundamental Principles Related to the
Judiciary on a Socially Active, Cohesive Society in Latvia
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14.05-14.20

14.20-14.35

14.35-14.50

14.50-15.10
15.10-15.25

15.25-15.40

15.40-16.10

16.10-16.30
16.30-17.00
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Arturs Kucs, Janis Pleps
Faculty of Law, University of Latvia

Konstitucionala identitate Satversmes tiesas un
Augstakas tiesas judikatira

Constitutional Identity in the Jurisprudence of the
Constitutional Court and the Supreme Court

Janis Lazdins

Faculty of Law, University of Latvia

Sociala dro3iba, apdro3inasana un saliedétiba
Social Security, Insurance and Cohesion

Daira Sergejeva
Faculty of Law, University of Latvia

Fiskalas politikas koleracija ar sabiedribas uzticibu valsts
parvaldei

Fiscal Policy Conflicts with Public Trust in Public
Administration

Diskusija/Discussion

Igors Gubenko
Institute of Philosophy and Sociology, University of Latvia

Saliedéta sabiedriba radikalas demokratijas perspektiva
A Cohesive Society in the Perspective of Radical
Democracy

Elvira Simfa
Institute of Philosophy and Sociology, University of Latvia
Kritiskas domasanas ietekme uz sabiedribas saliedétibu

The Influence of Critical Thinking on Social Cohesion in
Latvia

Kaspars Lielgalvis
Art centre "Totaldobre”

Atvertas zinatnes un koprades prakse sabiedribas
saliedétibas ierosinasana

Open Science and Co-Creation Practices for Fostering
Social Cohesion

Diskusija / Discussion

Noslégums, diskusija / Conclusion, discussion
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9.30-10.00
10.00-10.15

10.15-10.30

10.30-10.45

10.45-11.00

11.00-11.15

11.15-11.35

Kafijas pauze,diskusijas/Coffee, discussions

Ina Druviete
Faculty of Humanities, University of Latvia

Valsts valoda ka simbols un instruments sabiedribas
saliedétibai jeb ka neatkartot klidas Latvijas sabiedribas
integracijas koncepcija

The Official State Language as a Symbol and Tool for
Social Cohesion, or How Not to Repeat Mistakes in the
Concept of Integration of Latvian Society

Marta Valdmane
Institute of Philosophy and Sociology, University of Latvia

Valoda un kopiena: valodas vienojo3ais un SkeloSais
spéks

Language and Community: The Unifying and Divisive
Power of Language

Martins Priedols
Faculty of Education Sciences and Psychology, University of
Latvia

Saistibas starp psihologisko noturibu, garigo veselibu,
medijpratibu un saliedétu, pilsoniski aktivu sabiedribu
Relationships Between Resilience, Mental Health, Media
Literacy and Cohesive, Civically Active Society

Tomasz Kasprzak

University of Silesia in Katowice (Institute of Sociology)
The Emergence of Disability Activism in Latvia: Civil
Society and Academia

Liga Feldmane

Institute of Philosophy and Sociology, University of Latvia
Sociali telpiskie aspekti sabiedribas saliedétibas izpéeté
Socio-Spatial Aspects in the Research on Social Cohesion

Diskusija / Discussion



11.35-11.50

11.50-12.05

12.05-12.20

12.20-12.35

12.35-12.50

12.50-13.10
13.10-14.00
14.00-15.00

15.00-15.30
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Igors Suvajevs

Institute of Philosophy and Sociology, University of Latvia
Atminu teatris (parklajatminas un aizstajidentitates)
Theatre of Memories (Overlapping Memories and
Substitute Identities)

Ginta Elksne, Maija Krimina
Institute of Philosophy and Sociology, University of Latvia

Nacionalas mutvardu véstures krajums ka resurss Latvijas
iedzivotaju identitates un vértibu izpété

National Oral History Archive as a Resource for Research-
ing the Identity and Values of the Latvian Population

Inese Sapule
Institute of Philosophy and Sociology, University of Latvia

Apdraudeétais vairakums un paspietiekama minoritate:
integracijas politikas galveno virzienu analize Latvija
The Fragile Majority and the Self-Sufficient Minority:
Analysis of the Main Directions of Integration Policy in
Latvia

Kitija Mironcuka

Institute of Philosophy and Sociology, University of Latvia
Saliedéeta sabiedriba ka ieklaujo3a sabiedriba?
Identitates vértibas un rasisms

A Cohesive Society as an Inclusive Society? Identity
Values and Racism

Rihards Kalis

Institute of Philosophy and Sociology, University of Latvia
"Krievu pasaules” koncepcija ka impérisma ideologija
The Concept of the "Russian World” as an Ideology of
Imperialism

Diskusijas

Partraukums/Break

Nosléguma debates "Saliedétibas izpratnes vektori un
izaicinajumi”

Closing debate "Vectors and Challenges for
Understanding Cohesion”

Noslégums, diskusija / Conclusion, discussion
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Maris Kalis

Latvijas Universitates Filozofijas un sociologijas institdts
Institute of Philosophy and Sociology, University of Latvia
maris.kulis@lu.lv

Saliedétibas idejas filozofiskie, teorétiskie,
ideologiskie pamati un izaicinajumi

Saliedétibas jédziens un tam radniecigie jédzieni, gluzi tapat ka jebkurs
cits vards, ir piesatinati ar teorétiskam, filozofiskam, ideologiskam, ka ari
kultaras, vietas, valodas, tradicijas u.tml. nozimes niansém. Ari saliedé-
tibas jédziena ikviena konkréta izpratne ietver noteiktas gaidas, mérkus,
uzdevumus, ka ari izpratni par vértibam, tostarp étiskam un estétiskam.
Sabiedribas saliedétibas filozofiskas saknes norada nevis uz kadu abstrak-
tu, universalu, parvésturisku stavokli, bet gan uz konkréta laika gara vaja-
dzibam vai pat politiskajiem uzdevumiem. Citiem vardiem, sociala ligu-
ma teorija nav tas pats, kas prieksstats par sabiedribu ka dabisku kopienu.
Dazadas teorétiskas, filozofiskas, politiskas parliecibas noteic saliedétibas
formas un mérkus: nacionalisms, pilsoniskums, rojalisms, komunitarisms
pret liberalismu, individualas tiesibas pret kopienas vajadzibam, identita-
tes politika, multikulturalisms, ekonomiskas kartibas pamatojums - skiru
cina, feodalisms vai kapitalisms — uzstaj uz at$kirigam sabiedribas kopa
saturé$anas formam. So filozofiski teorétisko un ideologisko atkiribu
apzinasanas, veidojot saliedétibas politiku, ir kritiski nepiecie$ama, lai
izvirzitie mérki un gaidas butu atbilstosas, lai sekas butu gribétas. Sa-
liedétibas temata risinajums dzilakaja limeni pieprasa precizét, kas gan
butu saliedéjams un ka varda? Priekslasijuma ieziméti vairaki batiskakie
saliedétibas idejas mezgla punkti, to filozofiskie pamati, apsvérumi un
iespéjamas konsekvences, kas janem véra, veidojot saliedétibas politiku.
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Philosophical, Theoretical, Ideological Foundations
and Challenges of the Idea of Cohesion

Cohesion, along with its associated concepts, encompasses a vast spec-
trum of theoretical, philosophical, and ideological nuances, as well as
cultural, local, linguistic, and historical contexts. Understanding cohesion
necessitates acknowledging certain expectations, goals, and objectives,
alongside with comprehension of underlying values, including both ethi-
cal and aesthetic dimensions. The concept of social cohesion emerges not
as an abstract, universal, over-historic condition, but rather as reflection
of the specific needs or political objectives of a given era. Consequently,
social cohesion diverges significantly from the concept of society as a na-
turally occurring community. The various theoretical, philosophical, and
political beliefs underpinning social cohesion shape its forms and objecti-
ves, influenced by ideologies such as nationalism, civicism, royalism, and
communitarianism, as well as debates on liberalism, the balance between
individual rights and community needs, identity politics, multicultura-
lism, and economic justifications encompassing class struggle, feudalism,
and capitalism. These differing ideologies advocate for various methods
of societal integration. Recognizing these philosophical, theoretical, and
ideological differences is crucial for the effective design of cohesion poli-
cies, to ensure that their aims are suitable and outcomes beneficial. At its
core, the cohesion discourse calls for a deeper exploration of what exactly
should be unified and for what purpose. This presentation seeks to delve
into the pivotal aspects of the idea of cohesion, examining its philosop-
hical foundations, key considerations, and potential consequences to be
considered in the development of cohesion policies.

Referats sagatavots ar VPP projekta “Sabiedribas saliedétibas vektori: no saliedétibas ap valstsnaciju
(2012-2018) uz saliedéto pilsonisko kopienu valsts, sabiedribas un individu drosibas laba (2024—
2025)" (VPP-KM-SPASA-2023/1-0002) atbalstu.
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Maija Kale

Latvijas Universitates Filozofijas un sociologijas institdts
Institute of Philosophy and Sociology, University of Latvia
maija.kule@lu.lv

Filozofijas un sociologijas institita
pétijumi par sabiedribas integraciju
1991-2023. Konceptualas nostadnes

Kops Latvijas neatkaribas atjaunos$anas 1991. gada pirmo reizi sabiedribas
integracijas jautajumus saka risinat grupa, kuru vadija Dr. phil. Elmars
Vébers. Konceptualas pozicijas ietekméja prof. Rasma Silde-Karklina,
Cikagas Universitates profesore, kura atgriezas Latvija. Vina uzsvéra ASV
valdoso liberalismu un politiskas nacijas veidosanos. Diskusiju rezultata
prieksplana tika izvirzita pilsoniska nacija. Labakais talaika izdevums ir
1998. gada izdota gramata “Pilsoniska apzina” par nacionalas apzinas,
politiskas nacijas un valodas politikas jédzienu. Devindesmito gadu vida
tika uzrakstita sabiedribas integracijas koncepcija, kuras pamatideju
autore biju es, vélak to papildinaja citi autori, pieméram, Eizenija Al-
dermane, Baiba Pétersone, Olgerts Tipans u. c., un ta tika nodota pre-
zidentam Guntim Ulmanim. Uz tas pamata tika izveidota Programma
ar pasakumiem un to finansialo nodrosinajumu. Manas vadlinijas bija:
nepiecieSamiba parvarét pretrunas véstures interpretacija, valodu apgu-
vé, latviesu valodas ka valsts valodas nostiprinasana un individualistiska
pieeja mazakumtautibu parstavjiem integracija.

Kop$ 2000. gadiem var runat par otro posmu FSI pétnieciba - kad uz-
maniba tika pievérsta mazakumtautibam, to vésturei un kulttrai Lat-
vija, tika izdota virkne gramatu, tostarp L. Dribins, O. Sparitis “Vaciesi
Latvija’, 2000; L. Dribins “Ebreji Latvija’, 2002 u. c. Notika sadarbiba ar
Ipaso uzdevumu ministru sabiedribas integracijas lietas (N. Muiznieks),
par mazakumtautibas definiciju, mazakumtautibu aizsardzibas koncep-
cijas istenosanu, par “iesaknosanos’, tika padzilinati mazakumtautibu
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kultaru pétijumi. Notika pareja no individualistiskas pieejas uz kopienas
perspektivu. 2007. gada tika izdota nozimiga gramata “Pretestiba sabied-
ribas integracijai: céloni un sekas”. Ieteikumos tika noradits, ka pretrunu
pamata nav etniskas piederibas atskiribas, bet gan: 1) pieaugosa sociala
nevienlidziba valsti; 2) valsts parvaldes sistémas vajums; 3) neatrisinatas
atskiribas véstures interpretacija, okupacijas jautajuma. Tika ieteikts stip-
rinat labklajibas valsts funkcijas un uzlabot izglitibas sistému.

Tresais periods FSI pétijjumos ieziméjas ap 2015. gadu lidz miasdienam,
kad pastiprinas pareja uz globalo perspektivu, termins integracija tiek no-
mainits uz jédzienu kohézija (saliedétiba). Publicéti darbi par masdienu
ideologiskajam fobijam, pieméram, antisemitismu (L. Dribins), islamo-
fobiju (L. Taivans, V. Téraudkalns), radikalo nacionalismu (D. Hanovs),
homofobiju Latvija (I. Lipse), terorisma ideologiju (M. Kalis) u. c. Paradi-
jas vairaki darbi par socialo (K. Zellis) un kultaras atminu (D. Beitnere),
sabiedribu “bez pasaules” (R. Bicevskis), filozofiskie pétijumi par étisko
normativismu un letoniku (M. Kiile), kultiiras daudzveidibu (1. Suvajevs),
kultaras identitatém un valsts valodas lomu (I. Druviete). Kops 20. gad-
simta 90. gadiem FSI izdod zinatnisko Zurnalu “Ethnicity”, kura lidztekus
teorétiskajiem darbiem tiek publicéta ari sociologiska analize, galvenais
redaktors ir Dr. sc. soc. soc. V. Volkovs. Trisdesmit gadu laika Latvija nav
izveidots neviens nozimigaks pétniecibas centrs ka LU FSI, kas apvieno
musdienigu skatljumu uz integraciju/kohéziju ar faktu, dokumentu vak-
$anu un kritisku analizi.

Institute of Philosophy and Sociology of the
University of Latvia, Studies on the Integration of
Society, 1991-2023. Conceptual Positions

Since the restoration of Latvia’s independence in 1991, the first group that
dealt with society integration was led by Dr. phil. Elmars Vébers. Concep-
tual positions were influenced by prof. Rasma Silde-Karklina, a professor
at the University of Chicago, who returned to Latvia. She emphasized

the liberalism ruling in the United States and the formation of a political
nation. As a result of the discussions, the civic nation was put in the fore-
ground. The best publication of that time is the book Civic Conscious-
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ness, 1998 on the concept of national consciousness, political nation

and language politics. In the mid-1990s, the concept document of the
integration of society was written, the author of its basic ideas was me,
Maija Kile, later it was supplemented by other authors such as Eizenija
Aldermane, Baiba Pétersone, Olgerts Tipans, etc., and it was submitted to
the President of Latvia Guntis Ulmanis. Based on this paper a program
with events and their financial support was developed. My guidelines
were: the need of overcoming contradictions in the interpretation of his-
tory, learning languages, strengthening the Latvian language as the state
language and an individualistic approach to minority representatives in
integration.

Since 2000s, one can talk about the second stage in FSI research - atten-
tion was focused on ethnic minorities, their history and culture in Latvia,
series of books were published, including L. Dribins, O. Sparitis Vaciesi
Latvija [Germans in Latvia], 2000; L. Dribins Ebreji Latvija [Jews in
Latvia], 2002 and others. There was cooperation with the Special Assign-
ments Minister for Social Integration (N. Muiznieks), on the definition of
ethnic minority, implementation of the concept document of protection
of ethnic minorities, on “rooting’, studies on ethnic minority cultures
were deepened. There was a shift from an individualistic approach to a
community perspective. In 2007, an important book, Resistance to the
Integration of Society: Causes and Consequences, was published. The rec-
ommendations noted that the contradictions are not based on differences
in ethnicity, but rather on: 1) increasing social inequality in the country;
2) weakness of the state administration system; 3) unresolved differences
in historical interpretations, on the issue of occupation. It was recom-
mended to strengthen the functions of a welfare state and improve the
education system.

The third period in FSI research is marked around 2015 until today, when
the transition to a global perspective intensifies, the term integration

has been replaced with the concept of cohesion [saliedétiba]. The works
on contemporary ideological phobias such as anti-semitism (L. Drib-
ins), Islamophobia (L. Taivans, V. Téraudkalns), radical nationalism (D.
Hanovs), homophobia in Latvia (I. LipSe), terrorist ideology (M. Kalis),
and others were published. A number of works dealt with social (K. Zel-
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lis) and cultural memory (D. Beitnere), society “without a world” (R.
Bicevskis), philosophical studies on ethical normativism and Letonica
studies (M. Kile), cultural diversity (I. Suvajevs), cultural identities and
role of state language (I. Druviete). Since 1990s, FSI has been publishing
scientific journal “Ethnicity”, which provides sociological analysis along-
side theoretical works, the editor-in-chief is Dr. sc. soc. V. Volkovs. LU
FSI combines a modern perspective on integration/cohesion with col-
lecting facts, documents and critical analysis and within thirty years no
other, more important, research center has been established in Latvia.

Referats sagatavots ar VPP projekta “Sabiedribas saliedétibas vektori: no saliedétibas ap valstsnaciju
(2012-2018) uz saliedéto pilsonisko kopienu valsts, sabiedribas un individu drosibas laba (2024—
2025)" (VPP-KM-SPASA-2023/1-0002) atbalstu.
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Skolénu pilsoniska izglitiba Latvija: zinasanas,
piederiba un uzvediba. Starptautiska pilsoniskas
izglitibas pétijuma - IEA ICCS rezultati

Zinojuma mérkis ir sniegt raksturojumu Latvijas skolénu pilsonisko
zinasanu limenim, attieksmei pret valsti un iespéjamajam pilsoniskajam
aktivitatém. Pétjjuma izmantoti longitudinala Starptautiska pilsoniskas
izglitibas pétijuma - IEA ICCS 2022 dati, kuru izlase ir 13-14 gadus veci
8. klasu skoléni (N=2876). Zinojuma tiks izmantoti rezultati no skolénu
testa, starptautiskas, Eiropas un nacionalas aptaujas. Pétijjuma rezulta-

ti norada uz skolénu nemainigi zemo pilsonisko zinasanu limeni kops
2016. gada, kad notika pédéjais ICCS pétijuma cikls. Kop$ 2016. gada

ir pazeminajusas pilsoniskas zinasanas skoléniem, kuri macas krievu
valoda, savukart skoléniem, kuri macas latviesu valoda, tas nav mainiju-
$as. Nacionala pétijuma aptauja savakto pétijumu analize rada, ka skoléni
visvairak izjit piederibu gimenei, Latvijas dabai, dzimtas vésturei un
draugiem, savukart vismazak piederibas sajatu veicina jauniesu NVO un
politikas organizacijas, ka arT masu informacijas lidzekli. Skolénu aptauja
izgaismojas, ka skoléniem, kuri lidzdarbojusies skolas pilsoniskajas akti-
vitatés (piedalijusies diskusijas, balsojusi un kandidéjusi pasparvalde), ir
augstaki sasniegumi neka tiem, kuri nekad to nav darijusi.
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Civic Education of Students in Latvia: Knowledge,
Belonging and Behaviour. Results of the IEA ICCS
International Civic and Citizenship Education Study

The objective of this report is to characterize the civic knowledge, attitu-
des towards the state, and potential civic engagement among Latvian
students. Using data from the International Civic and Citizenship Ed-
ucation Study (IEA ICCS 2022), this analysis encompasses a group of
13-14-year-old 8th grade students (N=2876). The investigation integrates
findings from the student assessments, alongside international, European,
and national surveys. The findings reveal a persistent low level of civic
knowledge among students, a trend that has continued since the previous
ICCS cycle in 2016. Notably, since 2016, there has been a decline in civic
knowledge among students educated in Russian, whereas the level has re-
mained consistent for those taught in Latvian. The national survey’s data
analysis indicates that students’ sense of belonging is primarily associated
with family, the nature of Latvia, family history, and friendships. Con-
versely, the least influence on youngster’s sense of belonging comes from
non-governmental organizations (NGOs), political organizations, and
mass media. The student survey underscores that those who have enga-
ged in civic activities at school - such as participating in debates, voting,
and running for student government - exhibit higher academic achieve-
ments compared to their peers who have not engaged in such activities.

Referats sagatavots ar VPP projekta “Sabiedribas saliedétibas vektori: no saliedétibas ap valstsnaciju
(2012-2018) uz saliedéto pilsonisko kopienu valsts, sabiedribas un individu dro3ibas laba (2024—
2025)" (VPP-KM-SPASA-2023/1-0002) atbalstu.
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Pilsoniskas kompetences loma augstakaja
izglitiba ilgtspéjigas sabiedribas attistibai:
Latvijas augstakas izglitibas analize

Aplikojot pilsoniskas kompetences butisko lomu ilgtspéjigas sabiedribas,
ekonomikas un ekosistému veicinasana, ir jaatzist tas nozime atbildigu
un iesaistitu pilsonu audzinasana misu arvien vairak savstarpéji saistitaja
globalaja vidé. Zimigi, ka izglitiba ietekmé pilsoniskas kompetences attis-
tibu visa macibu procesa visos izglitibas limenos. Sa pétijuma mérkis ir
izpétit skolénu pasvértéjuma attistibu attieciba uz pilsonisko kompetenci
un tas trim apakskompetencém. Mérkis ir izprast skolénu pasvértéjuma
pasreizéjo stavokli un izpétit ta potencialo ietekmi uz ilgtspéjigas sabied-
ribas veido$anos. Dati §im pétijumam tika vakti, izmantojot ESF projekta
“Izglitibas kvalitates monitoringa sistémas izstrade un ievie$ana” izstra-
dato skolénu visparigo kompetencu novértésanas riku. Ar $o riku, kas ir
iesniegts digitala forma, izmantojot platformu QuestionPro, méra seSas
visparéjas kompetences, tostarp pilsonisko kompetenci. Kopuma pétiju-
ma piedalijas 1166 bakalaura un 354 magistrantiiras studenti, parstavot
22 Latvijas augstakas izglitibas iestades. Pétijuma rezultati liecina, ka
pilsoniska kompetence izlasé ir ievérojami zemaka neka paréjas izméritas
visparéjas kompetences, turklat rezultatu izkliedétiba ir lielaka. Rezul-
tati arl norada uz konkrétam jomam augstskolas, kuras macibu procesa
nepieciesams pilnveidot, lai audzinatu ilgtspéjigus un sociali atbildigus
sabiedribas loceklus.
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The Role of Civic Competence in Higher Education
for Development of Sustainable Society:
Analysis of the Higher Education in Latvian

When examining the crucial role of civic competence in fostering sus-
tainable society, economy, and ecosystems, one must acknowledge its
importance for raising responsible and engaged citizens in our ever more
interconnected global landscape. Notably, education influences develop-
ment of civic competence throughout the learning experience at all levels
of education. This research aims to explore the evolution of students’
self-assessment in terms of civic competence and its three sub-com-
petences. The objective is to comprehend the current status of student
self-assessments and explore their potential impact on the formation of
a sustainable society. The study data were collected using an assessment
tool elaborated in the ESF project “Development and Implementation of
the Education Quality Monitoring System” for students’ generic com-
petences. The tool, presented in a digital form using the QuestionPro
platform, measures six general competences, including civic competence.
A total of 1,166 Bachelor students and 354 Master students participated
in the study, representing 22 Latvian higher education institutions. The
study’s findings indicate that civic competence in the sample is conside-
rably lower than the other general competences measured, with a greater
dispersion of results. The results also highlight specific areas within uni-
versities that require improvement during the learning process in order to
raise individuals who are sustainable and socially responsible members of
society.

Referats sagatavots ar VPP projekta “Sabiedribas saliedétibas vektori: no saliedétibas ap valstsnaciju
(2012-2018) uz saliedéto pilsonisko kopienu valsts, sabiedribas un individu drosibas laba (2024—
2025)" (VPP-KM-SPASA-2023/1-0002) atbalstu.
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Vai Latvija klust saliedétaka un pilsoniski
aktivaka? Politikas progresa novértéjums

Pamatojoties uz “Saliedétas un pilsoniski aktivas sabiedribas attistibas
plana 2022.-2023. gadam” izvértéjumu, autori iezimé, kads progress pé-
déjo gadu laika ir panakts un kadi ieziméjas galvenie izaicinajumi pilso-
niskas sabiedribas un saliedétibas joma Latvija. Pétijuma rezultati sniedz
ieteikumus gan politikas attistibai, gan ari indikatoru korigésanai un
papildinasanai, lai labak noméritu un spétu izsekot izmainam sabiedriba.

Is Latvia Becoming More Cohesive and Civically
Active? Evaluation of the Policy Progress

Based on the evaluation of “Development Plan of a Cohesive and Civi-
cally Active Society for 2022-2023”, authors outline progress that has
been achieved in recent years and the main challenges in the field of civil
society and cohesion in Latvia. Results of the study provide recommen-
dations for policy development, as well as for the indicator adjustment in
order to improve measuring and following-up changes in the society.

Referats sagatavots ar VPP projekta "Sabiedribas saliedétibas vektori: no saliedétibas ap valstsnaciju
(2012-2018) uz saliedéto pilsonisko kopienu valsts, sabiedribas un individu drosibas laba (2024-
2025)" (VPP-KM-SPASA-2023/1-0002) atbalstu.
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Latvijas sabiedribas konsolidacijas procesu
attistiba tas sociali ekonomiskajas praksés

Valsts ekonomiska dzive ir joma, kura nemitigi notiek sazina starp
dazadu etnisko grupu parstavjiem. Tiesi taja veidojas svarigakas socialas
konsolidacijas iezimes. Cilvékkapitala arkartigi lielo nozimi Latvijas sa-
biedribas attistiba un tas konsolidacijas pamata atzimé stratégija “Latvija
2030 kas norada uz savstarpéjas atkaribas nepiecieSamibu ekonomisko
un socialo problému risinagana. Saja stratégija noradits uz pieprasijuma
trikumu péc daudziem sociala kapitala veidiem, socialas atstumtibas un
socialekonomiskas nevienlidzibas negativo ietekmi uz individa sociala
kapitala attistibu. So problému risinajums tiek saskatits socialas, tostarp
etniskas, diskriminacijas mazinasana darba tirgt.. Tomér ar daziem izneé-
mumiem tas ir palicis arpus Latvijas sociologu uzmanibas loka.
Pastavosa etniski socialas stratifikacijas sistéma ir pretrunigi ietekméjusi
solidaritates attistibas procesus sabiedriba. Masdienu Latvija daudzveidi-
gu saimnieciskas darbibas veidu attistiba, kas prasa pastavigas nodarbina-
to zinasanas, prasmju un kvalifikacijas paaugstinaanu, ir svarigakais sa-
biedribas saliedésanas lidzeklis, kura pamata ir cilvéku talantu izpausme
neatkarigi no vinu etniskas piederibas. Sociologi parada Latvijas ekono-
miskas sistémas pozitivo lomu cilvéku socialas un profesionalas mobilita-
tes veicinasana, akcentéjot individa pasrealizacijas vértibas neatkarigi no
vina etniskas piederibas. Tomér dazu sociologisko pétijumu dati liecina
par dazada vecuma un etnisko grupu Latvijas iedzivotaju vida izplatito
prieksstatu par “stikla griestu” pastavésanu, kas kavé dazadu etnisko gru-
pu cilvéku vérienigo socialas un ekonomiskas individualas pasrealizacijas
formu istenosanu. Tas noteikti kaité Latvijas sabiedribas saliedétibai.
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The Development of Latvian Society’s Consolidation
Processes in Its Socio-Economic Practices

The country’s economic life is the most important sphere in which there
is practically daily communication between representatives of various
ethnic groups. It is precisely in this sphere that the most important
features of social consolidation in society are formed. The extremely
high role of human capital in the development of Latvian society and its
consolidation is noted by the “Latvija 2030” strategy, which indicates the
need for interdependence in solving economic and social problems. This
strategy points to the lack of demand for many types of social capital, the
negative impact of social exclusion and socio-economic inequality on the
development of an individual’s social capital. The solution to these prob-
lems is seen in reducing social, including ethnic, discrimination in the
labour market. However, with a few exceptions it has remained outside
the attention of Latvian sociologists.

The existing system of ethno-social stratification has a contradictory
effect on the development processes of solidarity in society. The devel-
opment of diverse types of economic activity in modern Latvia, which
requires constant knowledge of employees, improving skills and qualifi-
cations, is the most important means of uniting society, which is based on
the expression of individuals’ talents, regardless of their ethnicity. Sociol-
ogists show the positive role of the Latvian economic system in promot-
ing social and professional mobility, focusing on the values of individual
self-realization, regardless of ethnicity. However, the data of some soci-
ological studies show the spread of perceptions among Latvian residents
of different ages and ethnic groups about the existence of a “glass ceiling”,
which hinders the implementation of the ambitious forms of social and
economic individual self-realization of people of different ethnic groups.
This is definitely harmful to the cohesion of Latvian society.

Referats sagatavots ar VPP projekta “Sabiedribas saliedétibas vektori: no saliedétibas ap valstsnaciju
(2012-2018) uz saliedéto pilsonisko kopienu valsts, sabiedribas un individu drosibas laba (202 4-
2025)" (VPP-KM-SPASA-2023/1-0002) atbalstu.
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Ar tiesu varu saistitu pamatprincipu ietekme
uz sociali aktivu, saliedétu sabiedribu Latvija

Latvijas Republikas Satversmes preambula ka viens no saliedétas sa-
biedribas pamatiem identificéts taisnigums. Tie$i tiesu vara nodrosina
Latvijas ka demokratiski tiesiskas valsts pamatprincipu, valsts konstiti-
cijas, visparéjo tiesibu principu, likumu un citu tiesibu aktu ievérosanu,
ka ari cilvéka pamattiesibu un brivibu aizsardzibu. Ar tiesu varu saistitu
pamatprincipu, pieméram, tiesas sprieSanas tiesibas piekritiba tikai tiesai,
tiesas un tiesnesu neatkariba, tiesne$u neatcelamiba, vienlidziba tiesas
prieksa, sacikste un nevainiguma prezumpcija, ietekme uz sabiedribu
saistita ar likumu parvaldibas un tiesiskuma stiprinaganu, ka ari sabied-
ribas uzticibu tiesu varai ka valsts varas atzaram un tiesiskuma, taisnigu-
ma un cilvéka tiesibu un brivibu garantam. Lai gan ar tiesu varu saistiti
pamatprincipi ietverti jau 1864. gada tiesu reformas laika izveidotajos
normativajos aktos, praktiski tie tika ievéroti atbilstosi ta laika monar-
histiskas politiskas parvaldes maksimam. Protams, izpratne par ar tiesu
varu saistitiem pamatprincipiem neap$aubami ir attistijusies, taja pasa
laika atseviskos elementos turpinot diskursu par lidzigiem jautajumiem,
kas risinati reformas laika - tiesu pieejamiba, tiesibaizsardzibas iestazu
darbiba, tiesu neatkariba, nevainiguma prezumpcija u.tml. Papildus tam
$obrid nereti gan noteiktas sabiedribas grupas, gan sabiedriba kopuma
uzsveérta dialoga nepiecieSamiba starp ar tiesu varu saistitam institacijam,
tostarp tiesibaizsardzibas iestadém, likumdevéju un iedzivotaju kopumu.
Turklat masdienu viedoklu pluralisma aktualizéta ne tikai sociali aktivas
sabiedribas un tiesu varas un ar to saistitu pamatprincipu savstarpéja mij-
iedarbiba un ietekme vienam uz otru, bet ari tas ietekme uz sabiedriskas
kartibas un drosibas stiprinasanu.
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The impact of the fundamental principles related to the
judiciary on a socially active, cohesive society in Latvia

The Preamble to the Constitution of the Republic of Latvia identifies jus-
tice as one of the fundaments of a cohesive society. It is the judiciary that
ensures compliance with the fundamental principles of Latvia as a state
governed by the rule of law, the Constitution of the State, the principles of
universal law, laws and other legal acts, as well as the protection of funda-
mental human rights and freedoms. The impact on society of fundamen-
tal principles related to the judiciary, such as the exclusive jurisdiction of
the courts, the independence of the courts and judges, the irrevocability
of judges, equality before the courts, competition and the presumption of
innocence, is linked to strengthening the rule of law and the legitimacy
of the judiciary, as well as public confidence in the judiciary as a branch
of state power, that guarantees the rule of law, justice and human rights
and freedoms. Although the basic principles relating to the judiciary were
already enshrined in the laws and regulations established during the judi-
cial reform of 1864, in practice they were adhered to in accordance with
the maxims of the monarchist political administration of the time. Of
course, the understanding of the basic principles of the judiciary has un-
doubtedly evolved, while at the same time continuing in certain elements
the discourse on similar issues addressed during the reform period —
access to justice, the functioning of law enforcement, the independence
of the courts, the presumption of innocence, etc. In addition, the need for
dialogue between justice-related institutions, including law enforcement
agencies, legislator and general public, is now often emphasised both by
certain groups in society and by society at large. Moreover, today’s plu-
ralism of opinion highlights not only the interaction and influence of a
socially active society and the judiciary and their related guiding princi-
ples on each other, but also its impact on strengthening public order and
security.
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Konstitucionala identitate Satversmes
tiesas un Augstakas tiesas judikatiara

Konstitucionala identitate (neaizskaramais Satversmes kodols) nosa-

ka konstitucionalo veértibu, principu un normu kopumu, kas raksturo
Latvijas valsts un valsts iekartas bitibu. Konstitucionala identitate nav
aizskarama - tiesiski tas elementus nevar mainit, grozit vai atcelt. Konsti-
tucionala identitate Latvijas tiesiskaja sistéma sakotnéji definéta tiesibu
doktrina, péc tam akceptéta Satversmes tiesas un Augstakas tiesas judika-
tara, ka ari atspogulota Satversmes teksta ar Satversmes ievada (preambu-
las) grozijumu. Referata mérkis ir aplikot Satversmes tiesas un Augstakas
tiesas judikatiiru, kura skarts jautajums par konstitucionalo identitati, un
sistematizét abu tiesu judikattra formulétas atzinas par konstitucionalas
identitates batibu, elementiem un izmanto$anu. Referats pamata balstits
tiesu judikatiiras analizé, identificéjot un sistematizéjot Satversmes tiesas
un Augstakas tiesas noléemumos ietvertas atzinas par konstitucionalo
identitati. Referata 1si tiks raksturota: (1) konstitucionalas identitates
jédziena attistiba un izpratne Latvijas tiesiskaja sistéma; (2) noraditi
atslégas Satversmes tiesas nolémumi par $o jautajumu un raksturoti tajos
konkretizétie konstitucionalas identitates elementi; (3) noraditi atslégas
Augstakas tiesas nolémumi par $o jautajumu un raksturoti tajos konkre-
tizétie konstitucionalas identitates elementi. Secinams, ka konstitucio-
nala identitate ir Latvijas tiesiskaja sistéma ka nerakstits visparéjs tiesibu
princips pastavoss prieksstats, ka (1) Latvijas tiesiskaja sistéma noteikts
konstitucionalo vértibu, principu un normu kopums var tikt definéts

ka konstitucionala identitate un (2) attiecigais konstitucionalo vértibu,
principu un normu kopums tiesiski nav aizskarams (grozams, mainams
vai atcelams).
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Constitutional Identity in the Case-law of the
Constitutional Court and the Supreme Court

Constitutional identity, i.e., the immutable core of Latvian constitution
Satversme, determines the set of constitutional values, principles, and
norms that characterize the essence of the Latvian state and its governan-
ce system. The constitutional identity is sacrosanct, any modifications,
amendments or annulment of its elements within the legal framework are
prohibited. Originating in legal doctrine, the concept of constitutional
identity was subsequently endorsed by the case-law of both the Constitu-
tional Court and the Supreme Court, and later on incorporated into the
Satversme’s text through an amendment to its Introduction (Preamble).
This presentation aims to look at the Constitutional Court and the Supre-
me Court case-law on constitutional identity, attempting to systematize
the insights regarding its nature, constituents, and application as articula-
ted in the rulings of both courts. Employing a case law analysis, this study
identifies and organizes judgments regarding constitutional identity from
both courts, focusing on: (1) evolution and interpretation of constitutio-
nal identity within the Latvian legal system; (2) Constitutional Court key
rulings relevant to this concept and the specified elements of constitutio-
nal identity; (3) Supreme Court principal decisions on this issue and their
specific elements of constitutional identity.

The analysis concludes that constitutional identity in the Latvian legal
system represents a general, overarching fundamental legal principle. It
establishes that (1) a specific set of constitutional values, principles, and
norms within the Latvian legal framework constitutes its constitutional
identity and (2) the relevant set of constitutional elements is legally invio-
lable (cannot be amended, modified, repealed).

Referats sagatavots ar VPP projekta "Sabiedribas saliedétibas vektori: no saliedétibas ap valstsnaciju
(2012-2018) uz saliedéto pilsonisko kopienu valsts, sabiedribas un individu dro3ibas laba (2024-
2025)" (VPP-KM-SPASA-2023/1-0002) atbalstu.
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Sociala drosiba, apdrosinasana un saliedétiba

Sociali atbildigas valsts pamats ir sociala drosiba. Bez socialas drosibas
nav iedomajama tada vértibu neaizskaramiba un garantijas ka cilvéka
ciena, taisnigums, socialas saliedétibas veicinasana u.c. Sociali atbildigas
valsts princips ir likts pamata Eiropas Savienibas (ES) socialas drosibas
sistémai, resp.: ES ir sociali atbildigu valstu savieniba. Latvija ir ES dalib-
valsts. Latvijas valsts socialas drosibas sistéma balstas uz sesiem pamat-
principiem, tostarp solidaritati un socialo apdro$inasanu. Solidaritates un
socialas apdrosinasanas principi daudzéjada zina atklaj sociali atbildigas
valsts butibu: sociali atbildigas valsts pastavéSana nav iedomajama bez
sociali atbildigiem pilsoniem. Parfrazéjot tikko rakstito, sociali atbildi-
gam pilsonim ir pienakumi ka pret sevi, ta arl pret sabiedribu, bet sociali
atbildiga valsts nedrikst norobeZoties no atbildibas sociélo tiesibu joma it
ipasi, ja o tiesibu garantijas izriet no Latvijas Republikas Satversmes.
Atskiriba no klasiskiem nodokliem, pieméram, iedzivotaju ienakama
nodokla, nekustama ipasuma nodokla, pievienotas vértibas nodokla

u.c., kuri ir aplikojami ka solidaritates maksajums valsts un pasvaldibas
budzeta ar mérki segt valsts un pasvaldibas izdevumus, valsts socialas
apdro$inasanas obligatas iemaksas (turpmak — obligatas iemaksas) ir gan
solidaritates maksajums socialaja budzeta, gan finansiala garantija darba
ienakuma zaudé$anas gadijuma sociali apdro$inatai personai vai tas apga-
diba esos$ai personai (turpmak - apdrosinata persona) apdro$inata riska
iestasanas gadijuma. Obligatas iemaksas ka apdrosinasanas iemaksas
sasniedz savu mérki tikai tada gadijuma, ja tas spéj nodrosinat apdrosi-
natai personai tada apmeéra finansu (jeb pabalsta) izmaksu, kas nodrosina
cilvéka cienai atbilstosu dzives standartu sociali apdrosinata riska iesta-
$anas gadijuma. Ja tiek ignoréts $is nosacijums, nav iedomajams istenot
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solidaritati starp socialas apdrosinasanas iemaksu veicéjiem un socialas
apdrosinasanas pakalpojumu sanémeéjiem, jo apdrosinamai personai
vienkarsi nebtis motivacijas veikt obligatas iemaksas.

Social Security, Insurance and Cohesion

Social security is a cornerstone of a socially responsible state, it is funda-
mentally important for upholding such values and guarantees as human
dignity, justice, and the promotion of social cohesion. The principle of

a socially responsible state is central to the social security system of the
European Union - a collective of socially responsible states — to which
Latvia is a member of. Latvian national social security system is based on
six principles, including solidarity and social insurance, which are pivotal
in defining the essence of a socially responsible state. The concept of so-
cial responsibility extends to citizens as well; a socially responsible citizen
is expected to fulfil obligations towards both itself and society at large.
Conversely, a socially responsible state is duty-bound to protect social
rights, particularly when these rights are enshrined in the Constitution of
the Republic of Latvia.

Contrary to traditional taxes like personal income tax, real estate tax, and
value-added tax, which serve as solidarity payments towards the state
and local government budgets for covering their respective expenditures,
compulsory state social insurance contributions represent both a solidar-
ity payment to the social budget and a financial safety net for individuals
(or their dependents) in the event of loss of income due to insured risks.
These compulsory contributions, functioning as insurance payments,
fulfil their objective only when they guarantee a payment or benefit that
ensures a living standard aligned with human dignity following the mate-
rialization of a socially insured risk. Without this assurance, the solidarity
between contributors and beneficiaries of social insurance services would
falter, eliminating the incentive for individuals to contribute.
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30



Daira Sergejeva

Latvijas Universitates Juridiska fakultate
Faculty of Law, University of Latvia
sergejeva@rusanovs.lv

Fiskalas politikas koleracija ar
sabiedribas uzticibu valsts parvaldei

Saja referata tiks apliikoti jautajumi, ka tiek ietekméta sabiedribas uzticiba
valsts parvaldei, kas ir saistama ar ievérojamo nodoklu slogu sabiedribas
locekliem, valsts nesaimnieciskumu un batisko ierédnu skaitu. Minétaja
problémlauka tiks aplikots noziedzigi iegtitas mantas konfiskacijas insti-
tats, $2 institata instrumentalizé$ana valsts fiskalo intere$u istenoS$anai.
Nenoliedzami, ka noziedzigi iegtita manta ir paklaujama konfiskacijai, tacu
mantas konfiskacija nedrikst bt pasmeérkis fiskalas politikas realizésanai.
Referata mérkis ir noradit, ka tamlidziga valsts pieeja grauj sabiedribas
uzticibu gan izmeklé$anas iestadém, tiesai, gan valsts parvaldei kopuma.

Correlation of Fiscal Policy with Public
Trust in Public Administration

This presentation will address the impact on public trust in public adminis-
tration, which is linked to the significant tax burden on members of public,
the mismanagement of state and the significant number of civil servants.
The problem area will be the confiscation of criminally acquired property,
the instrumentalisation of this institution for the implementation of the fis-
cal interests of the State. It is undeniable that criminally acquired property
is subject to confiscation, but confiscation should not be an end in itself for
the purpose of fiscal policy. The aim of this paper is to point out that such
an approach by the state undermines public confidence in the investigating
authorities, courts and public administration as a whole.
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Saliedéta sabiedriba radikalas
demokratijas perspektiva

Referats piedavas saliedétas sabiedribas jédziena analizi no

Ernesto Laklausa un Santalas Mufas diskursa teorijas skatupunkta,
problematizéjot s teorijas pamatpremisu — “sabiedriba nepastav’.
Apskatot antagonisma un hegemonijas jédzienu attiecibas radikalas
demokratijas teorija, Laklausa un Mufas izstradatais teorétiskais modelis
tiks pielietots, lai analizétu divus dominéjosos saliedétibas diskursus
Latvija, kas izriet no diviem konkuréjosiem nacijas modeliem -
valstsnacijas un politiskas jeb pilsoniskas nacijas. Referata tiks paradits,
ka, ietverot nacijas un sabiedribas saliedétibas jédzienus divas atskirigas
ekvivalencu kédeés, butiski mainas $o jédzienu nozime. Valstsnacijas
gadijuma nacija tiek skatita ka etnokulturala kopiena, kuras atveértiba, lai
gan deklaréta politikas dokumentos, tiek ierobezota ar juridiski noteiktu
etnisko piederibu. Tikmeér politiskas jeb pilsoniskas nacijas jédziens
orientéts uz plasakas un ieklaujoakas kopienas veidoganu. Sada kopiena,
kura Latvija pastav tap$anas procesa, etniskas piederibas komponente
reducéta uz latviesu valodu un kultiru, padarot ieklausanos nacija
pieejamu ikvienam, kas ir gatavs tas apgat.

A Cohesive Society from the Perspective
of Radical Democracy

This paper presents analysis of the concept of a cohesive society through
the lens of Ernesto Laclau’s and Chantal Moufte’s discourse theory,
challenging its fundamental assertion that “society does not exist” By
examining the relationship between the concepts of antagonism and
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hegemony in radical democratic theory, the theoretical model developed
by Laclaus and Muff will be applied to analyse the two dominant
discourses of cohesion in Latvia, which stem from two competing models
of the nation - the state nation and the political or civic nation. The
presentation will show how the inclusion of the concepts of nation and
societal cohesion in two different chains of equivalences fundamentally
changes the meaning of these concepts. In the case of the state nation, the
nation is seen as an ethno-cultural community whose openness, although
declared in policy documents, is limited by a legally defined ethnicity.
Meanwhile, the concept of political or civic nation is oriented towards
building a broader and more inclusive community. In such a community,
which exists in the making in Latvia, the ethnic component is reduced

to the Latvian language and culture, making inclusion in the nation
accessible to anyone who is willing to learn them.
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Kritiskas domasanas ietekme uz
sabiedribas saliedétibu

Biezi nekritiski pienem, ka kritiska domasana veicina sabiedribas saliedé-
tibu. Sis pienémums ir neiztaujats un balstas pienémuma, ka abas para-
dibas - kritiska domasana (sabiedriba, kura izplatitas un attistitas pras-
mes, kas balstas izkopta kritiska domasana, pieméram, medijpratiba) un
sabiedribas saliedétiba ir vértibas, kuras jaatzist un jaattista masdieniga
demokratiska sabiedriba. Tomér prakse apliecina, ka starp §im vértibam
ir noteiktas pretrunas, kuras janem véra, izvirzot $os mérkus un ieguldot
dazadus sabiedribas resursus $o mérku sasniegSana.

The Impact of Critical Thinking on Social Cohesion in Latvia

The prevailing belief that critical thinking inherently fosters social
cohesion is frequently accepted without scrutiny. This viewpoint rests on
the premise that both critical thinking - a society characterized by the
widespread and advanced skills like media literacy — and social cohesion
are indispensable values within a modern democratic society. However,
practice shows that there are contradictions between these ideals, which
must be carefully considered when establishing objectives and allocating
societal resources towards their implementation.
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Atvertas zinatnes un koprades prakse
sabiedribas saliedétibas ierosinasana

Projekta atvértas zinatnes un koprades pieejas izmantojuma galvenais
meérkis ir veicinat tieSu un praktisku pétnieku un sabiedribas iesaisti-
$anos. Tas ietver virkni secigi organizétu aktivitasu kompleksu trijos
posmos, lai iedrosinatu, savienotu un atbalstitu apkaimju iedzivotajus
nolika panakt jaunu aktivita$u piedavajuma rasanos, veicinat kominas
veidosanos, palidzét atrast lidzigi domajosos, radit jaunas socializésanas
iespéjas, ka ari praktiski pétit izmeéginato aktivitasu efektivitati, sabiedri-
bas atsaucibu un novérot iespéjamos $kérslus, problémas un robezas.

Open Science and Co-Creation Practices
for Fostering Social Cohesion

The primary goal of employing open science and co-creation methodo-
logies in this project is to facilitate direct, hands-on interaction betwe-

en researchers and the public. The strategy encompasses a sequence of
activities organized into three phases, designed to engage, unite and
support community members. The activities aim to explore new initia-
tives, promote community engagement, assist in connecting individuals
with common interests, create additional opportunities for social interac-
tion, and practically assess the effectiveness of the pilot initiatives. This
approach seeks to gauge public reaction and identify potential obstacles,
challenges, and limitations.
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Valsts valoda ka simbols un instruments
sabiedribas saliedétibai jeb ka neatkartot kludas
Latvijas sabiedribas integracijas koncepcija

Valodas politikas pamatprincipu istenosana ir iespé&jama tikai tad, ja sabied-
ribas apzina viena virziena darbojas divi galvenie mehanismi - normativie
akti valodas joma un reala valodas uzvediba. Valodu konkurences situacijai
Latvija ir iezimes, kas liek ipasi uzsvért skaidru un precizu juridisku ins-
trumentu nepiecieSamibu, jo briva tirgus vai personiskas izvéles principu
piemérosana nenodrosinatu ne tikai latviesu valodas prioritati, bet ari tas
noturibu. Latvijas Republikas Satversme, Valsts valodas likums, citi likumi
un tiem pakartotie zemaka limena normativie akti iezimé skaidrus notei-
kumus valodu lietosanai. Valsts valodas instrumentalas funkcijas nodrosi-
nasanai tie uzskatami par adekvatiem un pietiekamiem. Bet ar likumiem
un atbildibas noteik$anu par to neievéro$anu vien nevar nodrosinat valsts
valodas integrativo funkciju resp. latviesu valodai labvéligu sabiedriskas
domas veido$anu un lingvistiskas attieksmes mainu. Ne faktiskais valodas
lietojums Latvija, ne sabiedribas lingvistiska attieksme pilniba neatbilst vie-
notas sabiedribas modelim, kura valstiska un pilsoniska identitate attistas
uz kopigas oficialas valodas pamata. Raksturigakas problematiskas valodas
situacijas iezime ir krievu valodas dominésana neformalajas valodas lieto-
juma jomas sazina ar rusofoniem un latvie$u un krievu valodas paralélling-
visms (divu valodu lietojums) informativos materialos un apkalpojosaja
sféra. Sadas valodas politikas pamatnostidném neatbilstosas prakses genéze
ir izskaidrojama gan no vésturiska, etnodemografiska un geopolitiska skat-
punkta, tomér nav noliedzama ari kladainu risinajumu ietekme sabiedribas
integracijas koncepcija. Saja situacija izskiriga nozime bis ne tikai latviesu
lingvistiskajai uzvedibai, kas neatbilst valstnacijas parstavju atbildibai par
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valodas pastavésanu, bet ari realajai situacijai atbilstosas valodu hierarhijas
pozicioné$anai sabiedribas saliedé$anas pamatnostadnés.

The Official State Language as a Symbol and Tool for
Social Cohesion, or How Not to Repeat Mistakes in the
Concept Document of Integration of Latvian Society

Implementation of basic principles of language policy hinges on the align-
ment of two key mechanisms of public consciousness: language legislation
and actual language usage. In Latvia, the dynamics of language competition
emphasizes the critical need for clear and precise legal framework. Relying
solely on the principles of free market or personal choice fails to secure not
only the predominance, but also enduring viability of the Latvian language.
The Constitution of the Republic of Latvia, the State Language Law, along
with other legislative documents and subordinate normative acts, establish
explicit guidelines for language usage, deemed adequate and comprehen-
sive for the functional role of the state language. However, legislation and
the enforcement of penalties for non-adherence are insufficient to foster the
integrative role of state language, namely, cultivating public endorsement
for the Latvian language and transforming linguistic attitudes. The linguis-
tic landscape in Latvia, along with the societal attitudes towards language,
does not fully align with the vision of a cohesive society where national and
civic identities are fostered through a shared official language. This discord
is highlighted by the prevalence of Russian in informal communication
with Russian speakers and the concurrent use of Latvian and Russian in
informative materials and the service industry. The emergence of these
practices, which diverge from the intended language policy, can be attrib-
uted to historical, ethno-demographic, and geopolitical factors, alongside
the impact of inadequate social integration strategies. In this context, the
linguistic behaviour of Latvians, which fall short of the state representatives’
duty to uphold the language, and the establishment of a language hierarchy
in social cohesion policies that reflects the actual scenario, are crucial.
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Valoda un kopiena: valodas
vienojosais un sSkelosais spéks

Valoda tas dazadajas funkcijas, ipasi socialaja funkcija, spéj sabiedribu
gan vienot, gan Skelt. Lingvistiski un diskursivi ta veido cilvéku socialo
un subjektivo realitati, iedibinot un uzturot noturigus prieksstatus par
sevi un socialajam grupam. Pieméram, cienpilnas vai pejorativas valodas
lietojums attieciba uz kadu socialo grupu ietekmeé tai piederigo cilvéku
pasuztveri un veicina vai grauj socialas saites. Referata mérkis ir, pievér-
Soties kopienas filosofiskajiem aspektiem un valodas teorijai un praksei,
noteikt mehanismus, ar kuriem pastav valodas spéja cilvékus vienot kopi-
ba un potencialu vai skelt aktualu kopibu.

Language and Community: The Unifying
and Divisive Power of Language

Language, with its multifaceted roles, especially in its social dimension,
possesses the dual capacity to both unite and divide societies. It plays a
pivotal role in linguistically and discursively constructing people’s social
and personal realities, fostering stable conceptions of individual and group
identities. The impact of language extends to shaping perceptions through
the deployment of respectful or derogatory terms towards social groups,
thereby influencing their self-view and either fostering or fracturing social
cohesion. This research aims to explore the mechanisms through which
language can both consolidate unity within communities and instigate
division. It delves into the philosophical aspects of community and exami-
nes both the theoretical and practical aspects of language use.
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Saistiba starp psihologisko noturibu,
garigo veselibu, medijpratibu un
saliedétu, pilsoniski aktivu sabiedribu

Saliedétu un pilsoniski aktivu sabiedribu liela méra ietekmé psihologiska
noturiba, gariga veseliba un mediju lietotprasme - faktori, kas ir ciesi
saistiti ar socialo dinamiku. Izturibai jeb spéjai atgities no nelabvéligiem
apstakliem ir butiska nozime ne tikai individuala limeni, bet ari sabiedri-
bas dinamikas veido$ana. Tas rada labvéligu vidi sabiedribas saliedétibai,
kura dominé savstarpéjs atbalsts un optimistisks skatfjums uz problému
risinaganu. Turklat izturétspéjas un sabiedribas saliedétibas mijiedarbiba
uzsver to savstarpéjo atkaribu. Lai gan gariga veseliba ir izmérama ar ob-
jektiviem datiem, pieméram, slimibu diagnozém, biezi vien ir problémas
ar precizu datu snieg$anu, jo par pasidentificétam problémam tiek zinots
parak maz. Si plaisa starp pasnovértéjumiem un kliniskajiem novérté-
jumiem norada uz sabiedribas garigas veselibas stavokla novértésanas
sarezgitibu. Plassazinas lidzeklu lietotprasme un kritiska domasana vél
vairak sarezgi $o situaciju. Lai gan individi var zinot par augstu medijpra-
tibas limeni, Latvija veikts pétijums atklaja, ka tikai neliela procentuala
dala spéj objektivi izvértét informaciju, kas norada uz ievérojamu plaisu
starp uztverto un faktisko medijpratibas prasmju limeni. Si neatbilstiba
uzsver nepiecieSamibu péc pastiprinatam plassazinas lidzeklu lietotpras-
mes uzlabosanas intervencém, jo ipasi jaunie$u vida, kuri izrada lielaku
parliecibu par savam spéjam atpazit dezinformaciju. Sabiedribas salie-
détibai un pilsoniskajai lidzdalibai ir izskiriga nozime mijiedarbiba starp
noturibu, garigo veselibu un plassazinas lidzeklu lietotprasmi. Tomér
pétnieciba un politikas veidosana $is sakaribas bieZi vien netiek nemtas
véra, tapéc tam ir japievers lielaka uzmaniba un jarikojas mérktiecigak.
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Risinot Sos savstarpéji saistitos aspektus ar mérktiecigu, uz pieradiju-
miem balstitu politiku, ir iespéjams veidot noturigaku, saliedétaku un
aktivak iesaistitu sabiedribu.

Relationship Between Resilience, Mental Health, Media
Literacy and Cohesive, Civically Active Society

A cohesive and civically engaged society is deeply influenced by psycho-
logical resilience, mental health and media literacy, factors that are in-
tertwined with social dynamics. Resilience, or the ability to recover from
adversities, plays a crucial role not only at individual level but also in
shaping community dynamics. This creates a nurturing environment for
societal cohesion, where mutual support and optimistic outlook on facing
challenges are prevalent. Moreover, the reciprocal nature of resilience
and societal cohesion underscores their interdependency. Mental health,
while measurable through objective data like illness diagnoses, often
encounters challenges in accurate reporting due to underreporting of
self-identified issues. This gap between self-reported and clinical assess-
ments points to the complexity of measuring societal mental well-being.
Media literacy and critical thinking further complicate this landscape.
Although individuals may report high levels of media literacy, a study in
Latvia revealed that only a small percentage could impartially evaluate
information, highlighting a significant gap between perceived and actual
media literacy skills. This discrepancy emphasizes need for enhanced
media literacy interventions, particularly among the youth, who exhibit a
higher confidence in their ability to discern misinformation. The inter-
action between resilience, mental health, and media literacy is pivotal for
societal cohesion and civic engagement. Yet, these relationships are often
overlooked in research and policy-making, necessitating more focused
attention and action. By addressing these intertwined aspects through
targeted, evidence-based policies, it is possible to build a more resilient,
cohesive, and actively engaged society.
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The emergence of disability activism in
Latvia: civil society and academia

Latvia, like the other Baltic countries, had a relatively strong civil society
in the interwar period. Under communist rule civil society was totally
crushed, but in the late 1980s and early 1990s there was a tremendous
level of activism in the popular movements for independence. Disability
movements in the post-socialist region (also in Latvia) started together
with the rebirth of civil society in the early 1990s. These movements quic-
kly developed into national non-governmental umbrella organizations.
Latvia did vary in terms of their political, cultural and educational struc-
tures and practices, which also has ramifications for how disability acti-
vism, organizations, researchers act in the disability act in the disability
field. This presentation aims to investigate the relation between academic
disability research and disability activism in Latvia and their influence on
disability policy. I will first overview the emergence of disability activism
and discuss the changing role of researchers in the disability field in
Latvia. To understand the relation between the level of development of
civil society and organizations both of and for persons with disabilities
(further - disability organizations) and the role of academic research I
will describe the peculiarities of Latvian society and, finally I will present
findings from the experts’ research and quantitative content analysis of
academic texts. Like every social movement, the Disability Rights Mo-
vement needed critical analysis of the social problems it was addressing.
This need enhanced the development of their own scholars who often
represented the community of persons with disabilities and also worked
in academic institutions.
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Invaliditates aktivisma veidoSanas Latvija:
pilsoniska sabiedriba un akadémiska vide

Latvija, tapat ka citas Baltijas valstis, starpkaru perioda bija saméra spéci-
ga pilsoniska sabiedriba. Komunistiska rezima laika pilsoniska sabiedriba
tika pilniba apspiesta, bet 20. gadsimta 80. gadu beigas un 90. gadu saku-
ma bija vérojams milzigs aktivitates limenis tautas kustiba par neatkaribu.
Invaliditates kustibas postsocialisma regiona (ari Latvija) sakas lidz ar
pilsoniskas sabiedribas atdzim$anu 90. gadu sakuma. Tas atri kluva par
nacionalam nevalstiskam apvienibam. Latvija tas gan atskiras politisko,
kultaras un izglitibas struktiru un prakses zina, kas ari ietekmé to, ka
personu ar invaliditati aktivisms, organizacijas, pétnieki darbojas invalidi-
tates joma. Sis prezentacijas mérkis ir apliikot saikni starp akadémisko in-
validitates pétniecibu un invaliditates aktivismu Latvija un to ietekmi uz
invaliditates politiku. Vispirms apskatisu invaliditates aktivisma rasanos
un iztirzagu pétnieku mainigo lomu invaliditates lauka Latvija. Lai izpras-
tu saikni starp pilsoniskas sabiedribas un gan personu ar invaliditati, gan
personu ar invaliditati organizaciju (turpmak - personu ar invaliditati
organizacijas) attistibas limeni un akadémisko pétijumu lomu, raksturosu
Latvijas sabiedribas Ipatnibas un nosléguma iepazistinasu ar ekspertu
pétijuma un akadémisko tekstu kvantitativas satura analizes rezultatiem.
Ka ikvienai socialajai kustibai, ar1 kustibai par personu ar invaliditati
tiesibam bija nepieciesama tas risinato socialo problému kritiska analize.
Si nepieciesamiba veicinaja to zinatnieku attistibu, kuri biezi parstavéja
personu ar invaliditati kopienu un ari stradaja akadémiskajas institacijas.

The research results will be presented on the basis of the research project “Involvement of the
movement of people with disabilities in monitoring the implementation of the UN Convention on the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities in Latvia” financed by the University of Silesia in Katowice (2023-
2024).
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Sociali telpiskie aspekti sabiedribas
saliedétibas izpéete

Prezentacijas mérkis ir iepazistinat ar planotajam aktivitatém VPP
projekta “Sabiedribas saliedétibas vektori: no saliedétibas ap valstsnaciju
(2012-2018) uz saliedéto pilsonisko kopienu valsts, sabiedribas un indivi-
du drosibas laba (2024-2025)”, kas saistitas ar divam sociali geografiskam
perspektivam - jaunpienacéju integraciju laukos un vietéjas sabiedribas
jaunpienacéji laukos, kam ir batiska nozime teritorijas attistiba, parcel-
$anas procesa nereti sastopas ar dazadiem izaicinajumiem, kas saistiti ar
vietéjas kopienas kritisku attieksmi pret tiem. Tadé] pétijjuma ietvaros
paredzéts pieveérsties $ai problematikai. Papildus aizvien biezak publiska
telpa tiek runats par darbaspéka trakumu un nepiecieSamibu piesaistit
darbaspéku no arvalstim, ka ari veicinat arvalstu studentu integraciju
darba tirg. Pétijuma ietvaros ar iedzivotaju aptaujas palidzibu paredzéts
noskaidrot vietéjas sabiedribas attieksmi pret arvalstu studentiem un
gatavibu integrét tos vietéja sabiedriba.

Socio-Spatial Aspects in the Research on Social Cohesion

The presentation aims to highlight the forthcoming endeavours of the
NRP project “Vectors of Societal Cohesion,” focusing on two socio-geo-
graphical dimensions: the integration of newcomers in rural regions and
the local community’s perception of foreign students in Latvia. Prior re-
search indicates that newcomers, crucial for regional development, often
encounter resettlement obstacles stemming from the local community’s
sceptical views towards them. Therefore, this study aims to address these
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issues. Furthermore, amidst escalating discussions on labour shortage
and the imperative to attract overseas labour, including the need to faci-
litate the integration of foreign students into the workforce, this research
will employ a local population survey. The objective is to measure local
community’s attitude towards foreign students and their readiness to
welcome and integrate these students.

Referats sagatavots ar VPP projekta "Sabiedribas saliedétibas vektori: no saliedétibas ap valstsnaciju
(2012-2018) uz saliedéto pilsonisko kopienu valsts, sabiedribas un individu drosibas laba (202 4-
2025)" (VPP-KM-SPASA-2023/1-0002) atbalstu.

4h



Igors Suvajevs

Latvijas Universitates Filozofijas un sociologijas institdts
Institute of Philosophy and Sociology, University of Latvia
igors.suvajevs@lu.lv

Atminu teatris (parklajatminas
un aizstajidentitates)

Noderigs lidzeklis var bat nojégums par parklajatminam - vélakiem
veidojumiem, kas uzklajas tam, ko atceras saistiba ar notikuso vai neno-
tikuso. Parklajatminas ievérpjas tagadéjas, aktualas varas spéles, kon-
junktura, fantazijas, vélmes, bailes u. tml. Tas var bat iestastitas atminas
par nebijuso vai vélamo, faktiski notikusa atvairisanas forma. Atmina
nepastav tira veida - nedz individuali, nedz kolektivi. Atmina ka atcerésa-
nas paredz aizmir$anu, un vienlidz svarigi ir abi procesi. Var gadities, ka
(dazkart) aizmir$anas apzinasanas pat ir svarigaka, jo lauj fiksét apspiesto
un izstumto, skaidrot faktiski piedzivoto un pardzivoto. Izstumtais var
modificéta, transforméta veida atkartoties. Savukart memorétais — atce-
résanas procesa producétais, sastastitais — var noklat pretruna ar atmina
fikséto - to, kas laiku pa laikam atgadina par sevi neskaidras atgadas.
Turklat atminas nevis vieno, bet $kir, atvieno. Memoréta atmina to tiecas
mazinat, tomér principa ir otréja, racionalizéta vieno$anas forma. Parkla-
jatminas ir sajigtas ar aizstajidentitati, kuru raksturo centieni neatpazit
un neatzit savu vésturisko patibu un tas tapsanu. Aizstajidentitates lauj
veidoties klusésanas un noklusésanas zonam. Identitate ietver pielidzi-
nasanos un identificésanos, libidinalu kopibas saistibu (lielakoties ar
vadoni, iedomatu misiju u. tml.). Dominéjot parklajatminam, pastapsa-
nas neapzinatiba un kadreizéja atkarto$anas iespéjamiba tikai pastiprinas.
Sadi tiek izjaukts ari atminas darbs. Atminas darba neveikiana nodrosina
izklausanu un izvairisanos no atbildibas. Skiet, ka Latvija dominé vikti-
mologiskas atminas, viktimologiska vésture. Tas nodrosina izklausanu,
“@rtas okupacijas”, “sadomatas trimdas” izmantosanu utt. Sadi klast iespé-
jams darboties psihopatiskam personam uz visdazadakajam skatuvém un
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veikt anulé$anu. Aizmir$anai ir divéja nozime: ne tikai neatcerésanas, bet
ari liegdana nelietigi lietot to, ko atceras.

Theatre of Memories (Overlapping
Memories and Substitute Identities)

The concept of overlapping memories, which are later perceptions
superimposed on past events, whether they occurred or not, emerges

as a potent analytical tool. These overlays are influenced by the current
milieu, including power dynamics, social conditions, personal fantasies,
desires, and fears. They can represent a collective memory of events
that never occurred or of yearnedfor outcomes, serving as a mecha-
nism to negate what has actually happened. Memory, both individual
and collective, does not exist in an unadulterated form. Remember-

ing inherently involves forgetting, with both processes holding equal
significance. At times, recognizing what has been forgotten becomes
crucial, enabling us to acknowledge the repressed and the omitted, and
to make sense of our real experiences and narratives. The re-emergence
of the excluded in altered forms challenges the established memory,
which sporadically resurfaces through vague recollections. Contrary to
unifying, memories often serve to divide and disassociate. The con-
cept of memorised memory attempts to counteract this fragmentation
through a secondary, rationalised effort at unity. However, overlaid
memories intertwine with a substitute identity, marked by a refusal to
acknowledge one’s historical identity and its formation. These substitute
identities create spaces for silence and concealment, involving processes
of assimilation and identification, often tied to a community’s libidi-
nal connections, such as allegiance to a leader or a collective mission.
Dominance of overlapping memories exacerbates the disconnection
from self-awareness and increases the likelihood of repetitive patterns,
disrupting the essential task of memory work. Avoiding this work fa-
cilitates evasion and shirking of responsibility. In Latvia, victimological
memories and narratives predominate, offering an escape through the
embrace of narratives like the “comfortable occupation” or “imaginary
exile,” thereby enabling psychopathic behaviours and the erasure of
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accountability. Forgetting thus carries a dual implication: it signifies not
only the absence of recall, but also the deliberate avoidance of engaging
with remembered events in a meaningful way.
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Nacionalas mutvardu véstures krajums ka resurss
Latvijas iedzivotaju identitates un vértibu izpétée

Nacionalas mutvardu véstures (NMV) arhiva krajums (dibinats 1992.
gada LU Filozofijas un sociologijas institaita) ar vairak neka 4800 dzi-
vesstastu intervijam ir viens no apjomigakiem skanu ierakstu arhiviem
Eiropa un Latvija vienigais $ada veida biografisko atminu apkopojums.
Referata tiks aplikots, ka krajuma avotu - dzivesstastu — analize lauj pétit
etniskas piederibas, religijas un dzivesvietas lomu identitates konstrueé-
$ana un vértibu izpausmés. Stasta valoda, komunikacijas modeli, biogra-
fiska un kolektiva atmina, kultaras tradicijas dzivesstastos ir savstarpéji
saistitas un strukturétas. Tadéjadi dzivesstasti ka kultiiras véstijumi, kas
tapusi radosa procesa, atklaj gan stastitaja individualo raksturu, gan stasta
ietvertos kultairas resursus, vértibas, etniskas un starpetniskas idejas. Tie
atklaj ari kolektivas atminas atbalsis un kopigas nacionalas identitates
iezimes, kas spéj vienot (vai skelt) valsts iedzivotajus.
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National Oral History Archive as a Resource for
Researching Identity and Values of Latvian Population

The National Oral History (NOH) archive (established in 1992, at the
Institute of Philosophy and Sociology of the University of Latvia) boasts
over 4,800 life story interviews, making it one of the largest sound recor-
ding archives in Europe and the sole repository of biographical memoirs
in Latvia. This paper will delve into how analysing these life stories can
shed light on the influence of ethnicity, religion, and place of residence
in shaping personal identities and the articulation of values. The nar-
ratives reveal the intricate weave of language, communication patterns,
personal and shared memories, and cultural traditions within life stories.
Consequently, these stories serve as cultural texts, generated through a
creative process, that reflect the individuality of the narrator as well as
the cultural heritage, values, ethnic relations, and inter-ethnic percep-
tions they embody. Furthermore, they echo aspects of collective memory
and identify common threads of national identity that have the power to
either unite or divide the population.
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Apdraudétais vairakums un paspietiekama
minoritate: integracijas politikas
galveno virzienu analize Latvija

Sabiedribas integracijas politikas Isteno$anas un nacijas veidosanas pro-
cesi Latvija laika perioda no 1989. lidz 2023. gadam ir raksturojami no
dazadu konceptualu skatijumu viedokla. Saja referata teorétiskais skati-
jums uz istenoto politiku balstas latviesu apdraudétibas fenomena un ar
to saistitas istenotas politikas analizé. 1990. gadu etnisko grupu situacijas
raksturo$anai péc valsts neatkaribas atgi§anas liela méra ir izmantojama
Kanadas profesores Marijas Makandrju (McAndrew, 2013) piedavata
teorétiska pieeja Belgijas, Katalonijas, Kvebekas un Ziemelirijas gadijjumu
izpété, kur vina apliko dazadu grupu attiecibas dihotomija “apdraudeé-
tais vairakums” un “paspietiekama minoritate” (fragile majority, strong
minority). Lidzigu dalijumu valodas lietojumu analizé piedava ari somu
valodniece Tave Anita Skutnabb-Kangas (Skutnabb-Kangas, 1994). Vina
analizé situacijas, kur vérojama majorizéta mazakumtautibu valoda
(mazakumtautibas valoda ar vairakuma valodas spéku) un minorizéta
vairakuma valoda (vairakuma valoda, kurai nepiecieSsama aizsardziba).
1990. gadu Latvija krievu valodas lingvistiska paspietiekamiba bija
novérojama visas lielakajas Latvijas pilsétas — Riga, Daugavpili, Rézek-
né, Liepaja, Ventspili, Jelgava un Jirmala. Savukart, latviesu valoda bija
it ka vairakuma valoda, kurai vienlaikus nepiecie§ama aizsardziba, ka

tas parasti ir apdraudétam minoritasu valodam. Valsts istenota politika
90-tajos gados bija vérsta uz to, lai mainitu So valodas hierarhiju, kas bija
nostiprinajusies PSRS laika, un stiprinatu latviesu valodu. Uz to bija vérsti
visi galvenie integracijas joma pienemtie likumi: Pilsonibas likums, 1994;
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Izglitibas likums, 1998; Valsts valodas likums, 1999. Istenotas sabiedribas
integracijas politikas rezultati $ajos tris galvenajos integracijas politikas
virzienos (pilsonibas politika; valodas politika; mazakumtautibu izglitibas
politika) atklaj, ka mérkis stiprinat latviesu valodas pozicijas ir liela méra
sekmigi Istenots, jo ir uzlabojies gan latvieSu valodas zinasanu pasveérté-
jums Latvijas iedzivotaju vida, gan ari batiski uzlabojusas mazakumtauti-
bu jaunies$u latviesu valodas zinasanas. Ir ari butiski samazinajies nepil-
sonu Ipatsvars Latvija (no 27% lidz 9%), ka ari notiek pareja uz izglitibu
tikai valsts valoda. Vienlaikus sabiedriba vérojamas atsves$inatas un pret
valsti negativi noskanotas iedzivotaju grupas, kas ir aktualie sabiedribas
integracijas jautajumi Sobrid.

The Fragile Majority and the Self-Sufficient
Minority: Analysis of the Main Directions
of Integration Policy in Latvia

The policy of social integration and nation-building in Latvia from 1989
to 2023 offers a rich field for analysis from various conceptual perspec-
tives. This presentation adopts a theoretical viewpoint grounded in the
analysis of the phenomenon of Latvian cultural and linguistic endanger-
ment and the related policy responses. The framework, largely inspired
by the work of Canadian Professor Mary McAndrew (2013), who inves-
tigated the dynamics between different ethnic groups in contexts like
Belgium, Catalonia, Quebec, and Northern Ireland under the ‘threatened
majority’ vs. ‘self-sufficient minority’ dichotomy, aptly applies to Latvia’s
situation post-independence in the 1990s. Similarly, Finnish linguist Tuve
Anita SkutnabbKangas (1994) provides valuable insights into the dicho-
tomy between majorised minority languages and minoritised majority
languages, relevant to Latvia’s linguistic landscape.

In the 1990s, the Russian language demonstrated a level of self-sufficien-
cy in all major Latvian cities such as Riga, Daugavpils, Rézekne, Liepaja,
Ventspils, Jelgava and Jarmala, positioning Latvian as a majority language
that nonetheless requires protection akin to endangered minority langua-
ges. The state policies of that time aimed to reverse the Soviet-era lan-
guage hierarchy, bolstering the Latvian language through key integration
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laws: the Law on Citizenship (1994), the Law on Education (1998), and
the Law on the State Language (1999). Outcomes of these policies in ci-
tizenship, language, and minority education have significantly strengthe-
ned the position of Latvian language, evidenced by improved self-repor-
ted language proficiency among Latvians and enhanced Latvian language
skills among minority youth. Furthermore, the proportion of non-ci-
tizens in Latvia has markedly decreased from 27% to 9%, with a notable
trend towards education exclusively in the official language. Despite this
success, challenges persist and the current social integration issues are,
for instance, societal segments that remain alienated or harbour negative
sentiments towards the state.
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Saliedéta sabiedriba ka ieklaujosa sabiedriba?
Identitates vértibas un rasisms

Saliedétas sabiedribas pamatipasibas Skietami ir kopigas piederibas un
vienotas identitates izjita. Tomér gan multikulturalisma, gan etniskas
dazadibas, gan pieaugosas migracijas iespaida, ir manams, ka integreé-

tas jeb ieklaujosas sabiedribas viens no butiskakajiem $kérsliem ir Cita
(citada) pienemsana. Uznemot Citu, vai tas tiek istenots ar citada integ-
réSanu, ieklaudanu sabiedriba, vai pielagosanos cita sabiedribai, skietami
tiek uzlikta papildus atbildiba saliedétajai sabiedribai. Iespéjams, pamats
nepienemsanai un izrieto$iem stereotipiem un aizspriedumiem ir nevis
nepiecie$ami nevélésanas pienemt citus sava sabiedriba, bet gan bailes no
papildus pienakumiem mainit savas sabiedribas identitati, implicétas vér-
tibas un dzives ritmu. Referata tiks aplakots, kados gadijumos saliedéta
sabiedriba ir ieklaujo$a sabiedriba, un vai stereotipi un aizspriedumi, kas
médz paraugt plasakas rasistiskas attieksmés, ir izskauzami.

Is Cohesive Society an Inclusive Society?
Identity Values and Racism

The fundamental traits of a cohesive society are often identified as a
shared sense of belonging and identity. Yet as a result of multiculturalism,
ethnic diversity and increased migration it becomes apparent that one of
the major challenges to achieving an integrated or inclusive society lies in
the acceptance of the ‘Other’ This acceptance, whether realized through
integration, societal inclusion, or the adaptation of society to accom-
modate the ‘Other’, seemingly places an extra burden on the fabric of a
cohesive society. It’s possible that the root of non-acceptance, along with
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ensuing stereotypes and prejudices, is not an inherent reluctance to wel-
come others, but rather a concern over the additional responsibilities that
come with altering one’s social identity, underlying values, and lifestyle
rhythms. This paper will explore the conditions under which a cohesive
society becomes an inclusive one, and examine whether it is possible to
eliminate stereotypes and prejudices that may evolve into broader racist
attitudes.
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“Krievu pasaules” koncepcija
ka impérisma ideologija

Idejiski un pamatvértibu orientacijas saliedétas sabiedribas veidosana

ir viens no Latvijas valsts celtniecibas galvenajiem uzdevumiem. Véra
nemams Skérslis §a uzdevuma isteno$ana varétu but Krievijas veikta
impériska propoganda, kas ipasi orientéta uz Latvijas krieviskas izcelsmes
iedzivotajiem. Turpmakaja Krievijas ideologijas (vésturiskas un mas-
dienu) analizé centisimies argumentéti apstiprinat pamattézi: Krievijas
agresiva darbiba arl misdienu pasaulé saknojas gadsimtos kultivétaja
militarismu glorificéjosa tradicija un dominéjosajas kultiiras orientacijas.
Lai noskaidrotu Krievijas militarisma iespéjamo saistibu ar kultaru, javeic
padzilinata kultaras ka sociala fenomena analize, butu jameklé tadas
vésturiski dominéjosas kulttiras struktaras, kas atklaj etnosa pasaules
redzéjuma un domasanas ipatnibas noteikta laika perioda (nepiedévéjot
§1s Ipatnibas jebkuram atseviskam individam vai socialajai grupai), t. i., ir
jaatklaj specifiskas Krievijas kultaras konstances, ka ari japéta tas pamat-
jédzienu vésture.

The Concept of the "Russian World”
as an Ideology of Imperialism

Fostering a society that shares common ideas and fundamental values
stands as a crucial aspect of the Latvian state-building efforts. A major
challenge to achieving this unity is the influence of Russian imperial pro-
paganda, which notably targets the Latvian population of Russian origin.
In the analysis of Russian ideology - both historical and contemporary -
we aim to support the central argument that Russia’s aggressive stance in
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modern global world is deeply intertwined with a longstanding tradition
of militarism exaltation and prevailing cultural norms. To understand
whether Russian militarism stems from culture, it is essential to con-
duct a comprehensive analysis of a culture as a social phenomenon. This
involves identifying the historically dominant cultural frameworks that
illuminate the unique perspectives and thought processes of the ethnic
group during various historical periods. This approach does not ascribe
these characteristics to any individual or specific social group but seeks
to uncover the enduring cultural constants within Russian culture and
examine the evolution of its core concepts.
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