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Redaktores sleja

2025. gada pavasaris ir atnacis ar nelagu un visai noturigu sajitu, ka
Sobrid “piedzivojam vésturi” jeb dzivojam laika, kuru kadreiz nakotnes ves-
turnieki analizés siki un izsmeloS$i. Joprojam turpinas Krievijas uzsaktais
agresijas kar§ Ukraina, un, lai ari $kita, ka $ajos nu jau vairak neka tris kara
gados ir redzéti visi nezélibas izpausmes veidi, tomér asinainie krievu rakesu
uzbrukumi civiliedzivotajiem tiesi Plipolsvétdiena ar savu cinismu un bezje-
dzigo zverigumu aizskar ipasi dzili. Taja pasa laika ASV politiku pazinojumi,
Skiet, jau ir parsniegusi visus iespé&jamos absurda limenus un vairs nevar
parsteigt. DiemZél Sie izteikumi, kas kddas maznozimigas valstinas politiku
retorika izraisitu vieglu sminu, no tadas pasaules lielvaras ka ASV puses
nemaz neskan izklaidéjosi. Tikai laiks radis, ka $i situacija attistisies talak.

Kamér ar zindmam bazam noveérojam veidojamies nakotnes vésturnieku
darbalauku, $aja zZurnala numura piedavajam lasitdjam daudzveidigu Sodienas
vesturnieku sagatavotu saturu. Divi raksti $aja izdevuma ir veltiti etnografi-
jai, divi — militaro konfliktu vesturei, viens — vienlaikus Latvijas pilsoniskas
sabiedribas un pilsétu vésturei.

So Zurnala numuru ievada Zemgales 19. gadsimta slieu transportam
veltitais Latvijas Universitates véstures un arheologijas doktora studiju
programmas studentes Unas Bérentes pétijums. Pamatojoties uz Zemgales
regiona akreditétajos muzejos saglabatajam dazadajam kamanam un raga-
vam un plasi izmantojot ari etnografisko ekspediciju pirmdokumentaciju un
rakstitos avotus, autore analizé slieCu transportlidzeklu dalu terminologiju,
raksturo to izgatavo$ana izmantotos materialus un lietotos darbarikus. Ipasi
interesants ir kamanu rotajumu un krasojuma apraksts un attistibas analize.
Pétijumu uzskatami bagatina Jana Zemgus Jatnieka ilustracijas.

Etnografijas ka zinatnes nozares vésturei padomju laika ir veltits Latvijas
Universitates vadosas pétnieces Ilzes Boldanes-Zelenkas darbs par latvieSu
padomju etnografu publikacijam Maskava iznakosaja $is jomas nozimigakaja
zinatniskaja zurnala “Sovetskaja Etnografija”. Balstoties uz etnografu publi-
kacijam, autore uzskatami ilustré plasaku tendenci zinatné padomju Latvija,
proti, tas ne tikai formali strukturalu, bet ari saturisku ieklauSanu padomju
kolonialas varas izveidotaja centra un periférijas attiecibu sistéma.

Savukart abi militaro konfliktu vésturei veltitie raksti apliiko atseviskas,
noskirtu cilveku grupas divos dazados konfliktos. Latvijas Universitates zi-
natniskas asistentes Gintas Ievas BikSes rakstd analizéta Spanijas pilsonu
kara iesaistitas Leona Paegles varda nosauktas latvieSu grupas izveidoSanas,
sastavs un daliba kaujas. Ipasi interesants ir ieskats $is Spanijas pilsonu kara
lielakas latvieSu grupas dalibnieku savstarpé&jas attiecibas un briva laika pava-
diSanas veidos, tostarp grupas biedru nereti parmeérigajos alkohola lietoSanas
paradumos.

LATVIJAS UNIVERSITATES ZURNALS. VESTURE 2025, 19 9
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Latvijas Kara muzeja vésturnieks Janis Tomasevskis savukart pieversies
par Spanijas pilsonu karu tikai dazus gadus vélakiem notikumiem, proti,
Vacijas un PSRS kara sakumposmam 1941. gada vasara, vienam no Otra
pasaules kara posmiem un brunotajai pretpadomju kustibai Saja laika. Iz-
mantojot Latvijas Statistikas parvaldes 1941.-1942. gada veiktas aptaujas
datus, J. Tomasevskis riipigi un vispusigi analizé pretoSanas dalibnieku so-
cialo portretu, respektivi, vecumu, dzimumu, nacionalo piederibu, ticibu,
izglitibu, nodarbo$anos, militaro pieredzi u. c. So datu analize lauj ieskicét
ari secinajumus par pretosanas kustibas dalibnieku motivaciju pretoties.

Liepajas muzeja vésturniece Ieva Sila pievérsusies Liepajas pilsétas vés-
turei no 1920. lidz 1934. gadam, konkréti tas iedzivotaju pilsoniskas lidz-
dalibas izpausmém, tadam ka daliba pasvaldibas vélésanas un dazadu lagu-
mu un ieteikumu iesniegSana pasvaldibai. Autore iedzilinas ari pasvaldibas
darbibas principos un tendencés $aja laika vispar. Nemot véra, ka Latvijas
historiografija pilsétu véstures pétnieciba lielakoties (ar retiem iznémumiem)
koncentréjas uz Rigas véstures izpéti, jaatzimeé $i pétijuma nozimiba, un va-
rétu tikai veéléties, lai pilsétu vésture tiktu vairak pétita. Ar So rakstu par
Liepaju zurnals turpina tradiciju publicét katra numura vienu pétijumu, kura
pamata ir péd€jos gados aizstavets magistra darbs.

Recenziju sadala piedavajam cetru gramatu apskatus, kuras, lidzigi ka
raksti, aptver loti dazadu tému loku. Visi $aja numura apliikotie darbi ir
izdoti Latvija pédéjos gados: E. Jekabsona, V. S¢erbinska un G. Zelmena
sastaditais Satversmes sapulces deputatu biografiju apkopojums; I. Lipsas,
K. Vérdina un K. Zella gramata par kviriem padomju Latvija; G. Kriimina
apskats par Latvijas tautsaimniecibas vesturi peédéjos 150 gados; ka ari neliela
apjoma, bet nozimigais J. Slozkina pétijums par Ivaru Smilgu un vina gaitam
Padomju Savienibas varas gaitenos.

Kristine Bekere
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Editorial

The spring of 2025 has arrived with the uncanny and rather persistent
feeling that we are now “living the history”, having a first-hand experi-
ence of a time that someday will be analysed in detail by future histori-
ans. The war of aggression launched by Russia in Ukraine still continues,
and, although it seemed that during these more than three years of war
we had seen every form of atrocity, the bloody Russian missile attacks on
civilians on Palm Sunday in particular, with their cynicism and senseless
atrocity, are deeply disturbing. On the other hand, the statements made
by US politicians appear to have exceeded all possible levels of absurd-
ity and can no longer surprise us at all. Unfortunately, these statements,
which would cause a light chuckle in the rhetoric of the politicians of
a minor country, do not sound at all amusing coming from a world power
like the USA. Only time will tell how this situation will develop further.

While we observe the emerging field of work for future historians with
some concern, this issue of the journal offers the reader a variety of content
produced by today’s historians. Two articles in this issue are devoted to
ethnographic themes, two — to the history of military conflicts, and one —
simultaneously to the history of Latvian civil society and cities.

This issue of the journal is opened by a research paper dedicated to
the 19" century runner-based transport in Zemgale by Una Bérente, a doc-
toral student of history and archaeology at the University of Latvia. Based
on examples of various sleighs and sledges preserved in accredited museums
in the Zemgale region, and making extensive use of primary ethnographic
documentation and written sources, the author analyses the terminology of
the parts of runner-based vehicles, describes the materials and tools used in
their manufacture. Of particular interest is the description and analysis of
the development of sleigh decorations and paintwork. The study is enriched
by the illustrations drawn by Janis Zemgus Jatnieks.

The history of ethnography as a branch of science during the Soviet period
is the subject of a study by Ilze Boldane-Zelenka, a leading researcher at
the University of Latvia. The subjects of the study are publications of Latvian
Soviet ethnographers in the most important scientific journal in the field,
Sovetskaja Etnografija, published in Moscow. Based on the example of ethno-
graphers’ publications, the author illustrates a broader trend in science in
Soviet Latvia, namely, not only the formal structural incorporation but also
substantive inclusion of research conducted in Soviet Latvia in the system
of relations between centre and periphery established by the Soviet colonial
power.

On the other hand, each of the two articles exploring the history of mili-
tary conflict considers separate, distinct groups of people in two different

LATVIJAS UNIVERSITATES ZURNALS. VESTURE 2025, 19 1"
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conflicts. Ginta Ieva BikSe, research assistant at the University of Latvia,
analyses the formation, composition and participation of the Latvian group
named after Leons Paegle in the Spanish Civil War. Of particular interest
is the insight into the relationships and leisure activities of the members
of this unit — the largest Latvian group in the Spanish Civil War, including
the frequently excessive drinking habits of the its members.

The study by Latvian War Museum historian Janis Tomasevskis focuses
on events that took place only a few years later, namely, the beginning
of the German-Soviet War in the summer of 1941, one of the phases of
the Second World War, particularly — the armed anti-Soviet movement during
this period. Using data from a survey conducted by the Latvian Statistical
Office in 1941-1942, Tomasevskis thoroughly and comprehensively analyses
the social portrait of the resistance fighters: their age, gender, nationality,
religion, education, occupation, military experience. The analysis of these
data also enables the author to draw some conclusions about the motivations
of the resistance fighters to to challenge Soviet invasion.

The research of Ieva Sila, the historian of the Liepaja Museum, focuses
on the history of the city of Liepaja in the period from 1920 to 1934, specifi-
cally — on the manifestations of civic participation by its citizens, such as
taking part in municipal elections and submitting various requests and recom-
mendations to the municipality. The article also delves into the principles and
trends of municipal functioning in general during this period. Considering
that in Latvian historiography the study of urban history is mostly, with
rare exceptions, focused on the history of Riga, the importance of this study
should be noted and one could only wish that urban history would be studied
more extensively in the future. This article, considering Liepaja, is based on
the research carried out for the master’s thesis of the author and continues
the current journal’s tradition of publishing one such study in each issue,
based on a master’s thesis defended in recent years.

In the section of reviews, four books published in recent years are
presented, which, like the articles, encompass a wide range of topics. All
the works reviewed in this issue have been published in Latvia. The first
book is a compilation of biographies of the Constitutional Assembly deputies,
edited by E. Jekabsons, V. S¢erbinskis and G. Zelmanis, followed by a book
on the queer community in Soviet Latvia, edited by I. Lipsa, K. Verdins and
K. Zellis. Then, a survey of the history of the Latvian economy over the last
150 years, edited by G. Krtimins is analysed, and finally, the section offers
a concise but significant review of the study dedicated to Ivars Smilga and
his life in the Soviet Union’s corridors of power, written by Y. Slezkine.

Kristine Bekere
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Zemgales sliecu transports 19.-20. gs.”

Runner-Based Transport in Zemgale During the 19*'-20* Century

Una Bérente, Mg. hist.

Latvijas Universitate, Humanitaro zinatnu fakultate
Véstures un arheologijas studiju programma
E-pasts: berenteuna@gmail.com

Raksta apliikoti slie¢u transportlidzekli Zemgales vésturiskajas zemes, balsto-
ties uz lietiskajiem avotiem, kas saglabati akreditétajas atminu institicijas, ka
arl uz rakstitajiem avotiem un literatiiru. Analizétie lietiskie avoti dat&jami ar
laiku no 19. gs. beigam lidz 20. gs. 70. gadiem un lauj izsekot abu tipu slie¢u
transportlidzeklu, ragavu un kamanu, attistibas gaitai, lai gan lidz misdie-
nam saglab3ajies neliels So braucamriku skaits. Nelielais saglabajusos ragavu
un kamanu skaits saistams ar apstakli, ka Zemgalé industrialas revoliicijas
ietekmé zirgvilkmes transports strauji aizstats ar tvaika dzin&jiem un vélak
mehanizétiem transportlidzekliem. Tade] slie¢u transportlidzeklus vairs neiz-
mantoja ikdienas darbu veiksanai, tie zaud&ja savu kadreiz&jo nozimi un laika
gaitd izzuda. Apzinatais materials tomér lauj izdarit plasakus secindjumus par
transporta izgatavoSanas un lietoSanas tendencém, koka amatnieku profesio-
nalo attistibu un veiktspéju.

Atslegvardi: Zemgale, ragavas, kamanas, ornamenti, slie¢u transportlidzeklu
attistiba.

The article is dedicated to runner-based vehicles in the historical region of
Zemgale. The study was based on material sources preserved in accredited
memory institutions, written sources and literature. The analysed material
sources date from the end of the 19" century until the 1970s, and allows
tracing the development of both types of runner-based vehicles, sledges and
sleighs, even though a small number of these vehicles survive to this day.
The scarcity of preserved vehicles is due to the fact that in Zemgale, under
the influence of the industrial revolution, horse-drawn transport was rapidly
replaced by steam engines and later — mechanized vehicles. As a result, run-
ner-based vehicles were no longer used for daily work, lost their former im-
portance and disappeared over time. However, the identified material permits
drawing broader conclusions about the trends in the manufacture and use of

“ Raksts tapis ar Valsts kultirkapitala fonda atbalstu (projekta Nr. 2024-2-KMA019).
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vehicles, as well as the professional develop-
ment and performance of wood craftsmen.

Keywords: Zemgale, sled, sleigh, decorations,
development of runner-based vehicles.

levads

Transportam un logistikai visos cilve-
ces attistibas periodos bijusi biitiska nozime
sabiedribas eksistencé. No 19. lidz 20. gs.
pirmajai pusei zemnieki bija lielaka dala
miisdienu Latvijas teritorijas iedzivotaju.
No vinu mobilitates liela méra bija atkariga
pasu eksistence, muiZzu ekonomika, vélak
ari pilsétnieku apgade ar partiku. Arheolo-
giski atrasto transportlidzeklu' un to detalu
izpéte Sie procesi biezi tiek nemti véra un
peétiti kompleksi, savukart etnografija tie
nereti ir latenti un lidz $im par So tému
publicéti Cetri dazadas ievirzes pétijumi.?

Raksta, izmantojot Zemgales muzeju lie-
tiskos avotus, rakstitos avotus un literatiiru,
analizéti 1i1dz miisdienam saglabatie slie¢u
transportlidzekli, kuri datéjami ar laiku no
19. gs. vidus lidz 20. gs. 70 gadiem. Téma
par Zemgales slie¢u transportlidzekliem ir
aktuala, jo lidz $im nav veikta lidz miis-
dienam saglabato sliecu transportlidzeklu
plasaka analize, ietverot to izgatavoSanu
un dekoré$anas panémienus, lai gan tuva-
kajas kaiminvalstis® pétijumi par So tému ir
publicéti jau kops 20. gs. vidus. Jauniegiita
informacija bitiski papildinas zinas par
zirgvilkmes transportlidzeklu attistibu un
kokamatniecibas vésturi un vairos izpratni
par saglabato Zemgales vésturiska regiona
materialo kultiiru. No apzinatajiem avotiem
ir iesp&jams secinat, ka attistijusies slie¢u
transportlidzekli, to izgatavo$ana un lieto-
jums attiecigaja laika perioda.

Kultiirvesturiskas informacijas kopums
lauj iz8kirt 19. gs. otras puses Latvija piecus
vésturiski etnografiskos apgabalus: Séliju,
Kurzemi, Latgali, Vidzemi un Zemgali.*

Tomeér janem vera, ka 20. un 21. gs. vei-
dotajas kartés administrativas robezas ne
vienmeér precizi sakrit ar kadreizéjam veés-
turiskajam zemé&m un robezam daba, ipasi
vietas, kur notiek pareja no vienas vésturis-
kas zemes cita, jeb robezjoslas. Pamatojoties
uz $o apstakli un apzinot Zemgales slie¢u
transportlidzeklus, atseviskos gadijumos ja-
nem véra pierobezas zemeé Sélija saglabatie
transportlidzekli, lai veiktais petijums biitu
pilnigaks. Péc Latvijas valsts izveides tika
saglabats administrativi teritorialais ieda-
lijums aprinkos un pagastos. 1924. gada
Latvijas teritorija bija iedalita 19 aprinkos,®
un $ads administrativais pieraksts izman-
tots Izglitibas ministrijas Piemineklu valdes
materialos. 1949. gada padomju vara veica
administrativo reformu, likvidéjot aprinkus
un pagastus un to vieta izveidojot rajonus
un ciemus.® Péc jaunas administrativas
sistemas ekspediciju pierakstus veica Lat-
vijas PSR Vestures institiita (tagad — LU
Humanitaro zinatnu fakultates Latvijas
véstures institiits) etnografi no 1948. lidz
1985. gadam. Raksta ar apzimé&jumu “vés-
turiski etnografiskais apgabals Zemgale””
domatas teritorijas administrativas robezas
miisdienas.

Raksts tapis, izpétot lietiskos avotus —
Zemgalé saglabatos slieCu transportlidzek-
lus seSas akreditétajas kultiras atminu
institficijas: Rundales pils muzeja, Bauskas
pils muzeja, Vila Plidona muzeja “Lejnie-
ki,” Bauskas muzeja, Karla Ulmana piemi-
nas muzeja “PikSas” un Dobeles novada
muzeja. Fikséti 13 slie¢u transportlidzekli,
seSas ragavas un kamanas, vienas balku
ragavinas. Sie transportlidzekli datéjami
ar 19. gs. beigam - 20. gs. 70. gadiem.
Lai paplasinatu raksta kontekstu, apse-
kotas ari robezjoslas esosas akreditétas
atminu institiicijas: Aizkraukles véstures
un makslas muzejs, Aknistes novadpétnie-
cibas muzejs, Jana Jaunsudrabina muzejs
“Riekstini”, Raina muzejs “Tadenava” un
Viesites muzejs “Sélija”. Atseviski jaatzime
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senlietu privatkolekcija “Solis sendienas”
Garsené, kur savakti 20. gs. sakuma -
20. gs. 70. gadu sliecu transportlidzekli.
Lai gan par to precizu zinu nav, tomer
visa Latvija ragavas lietotas ari padomju
perioda, kas uzskatams par sliecu tran-
sportlidzeklu individualas izgatavoSanas
amatniecibas beigu fazi.

Nakamaja izpétes posma apkopoti,
sistematizéti un analizéti rakstitie un
attélojosie avoti par Zemgales sliecu
transportlidzekliem. Viens no pirmajiem
avotiem ir Johana Kristofa Broces (Johann
Christoph Brotze) zimé&umi un apraksti.®
Vins§ skicgjis un aprakstijis zemnieku un
pilsétnieku lietotos transportlidzeklus
18. gs., savukart 19. gs. otras puses sliecu
transportlidzeklus un to izgatavoSanu
aprakstijis Augusts BilenSteins (August
Johann Gottfried Bielenstein).” Raksta
sagatavo$ana izmantota ari dazados laika
periodos veikto etnografisko ekspediciju
pirmdokumentacija. Piemineklu valdes
ekspedicijas organizétas no 1923. lidz
1944. gadam. levaktas zinas (apraksti,
skices, fotografijas) datéjamas ar 19. gs.
vidu - 20. gs. 30. gadiem un glabajas Latvijas
Nacionala veéstures muzeja Rokrakstu,
zim&jumu, fotoattélu un dokumentu ko-
lekcija (ZAE kolekcija, mape nr. 57 “Zirgs,
zirglietas un pajiigs”). Ekspedicijas apsekoti
Jelgavas aprinka Bukai$u, Snikeres un
Ukru pagasti. Sajas ekspedicijas toreizéja
Tukuma aprinka Jaunpils un Lestenes
pagasta apzinatais nav ieklauts pétijuma, jo
aprakstitais etnografiskais materials tuvaks
Rigas pilsétai un Kurzemes etnografiskajam
materialam. Kopuma fikséti 32 sliecu
transportlidzekli vai to dalas, cetras beérnu
un tris balku ragavinas, divas grants kulbas,
divi pilni kresli, piecas universalas darba
ragavas un 16 kamanas. Etnografiskas
ekspedicijas un lauka pétijumus turpinaja
Latvijas PSR Vestures institiita etnografi no
1948. 1idz 1985. gadam. Mapé “Zemgale,
tai skaita Sélija” ir informacija par Bauskas

un Jelgavas rajonu. Lielaks zinu kopums
saistams ar Séliju (Daugavpils (DA dala bij.
Ilakstes apr.), Jekabpils, Baldones, Neretas
un Aizkraukles rajons), tomeér transports
fikséts tikai Aizkraukles un Jékabpils
rajona. AtseviSkos gadijumos ka papil-
dinoSi un paskaidrojosi pieméri raksta biis
minéti transportlidzekli no Sélijas. Ievak-
tas zinas dat€jamas ar 19. gs. beigam -
20. gs. 70. gadiem. Lai iegiitu pilnvertigu
informaciju, jaanalizé ari folkloras avotos
ieglistamas zinas.’ Lai gan Siem avotiem
triikst hronologiskas piesaistes, raksta
konteksta to iesp&jams noteikt, jo nereti
uzskaititajos avotos minétas specifiskas,
noteiktam laika posmam un regionam
atbilstoSas slie¢u transportlidzeklu dalas
un detalas.

Terminologija

Terminologiskas konsekvences dél japa-
skaidro raksta lietotie termini un jédzieni,
kas apzimé 19. gs. lidz 20. gs. pirmaja pusé
lietotos sliecu transportlidzeklus, to dalas
un detalas.

Latvijas teritorija izSkirami divi trans-
portlidzeklu pamattipi — ragavas un kama-
nas. Ragavas bija ikdienas darbu veikSanas
lidzeklis,'! Zemgalé tas parasti vilka vien-
zirga pajliga. Izbraukumu transportlidzekli
jeb kamanas lietoja tikai cilveku parvada-
Sanai ziema bez smagas kravas'? un iespeé-
ju robezas centas ornamentét un dekorét.
20. gs. 30. gados precizi paskaidrotas ka-
manu biitiskakas iezimes:

“Latvija Skiro ragavas, ko lieto darbam,
no kamanam, ko lieto izbrauksanai. Raga-
vas kalpo galvenam kartam mantu, kama-
nas — cilveku transportam. Ragavu iekar-
ta valda techniskais princips — lietderiba
un igturiba, kamanu iekarta tikpat liela
(varbiit pat lielaka) loma ir aistetiskajam
principam — skaistumam.”*?
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1. zim. Ragavu pamatkonstrukcija. 1 - liektas slieces, 2 - sliecu cela dalas metala apkalums, 3 - apgalvenis,
4 - skérsis, 5 — mietne, 6 — balziens, 7 - uzkala, 8 - atstope. Zim. J. Z. Jatnieks, 2025

Lai iepazitu ragavu un kamanu dalu un
detalu terminologiju, nepiecieSams izprast
o sliecu transportlidzeklu uzbavi. Galve-
na ziemas transportlidzeklu dala bija pa
sniegu slidosa dala jeb slieces. Lidz 19. gs.
vidum izgatavoja un lietoja ta saucamas
raktas slieces. Slieces izgatavoja no taisna
egles stumbra, kam bija dabiski uz augsu
versts saknes likums. Izrakta lika sakne vei-
doja ragu, bet koka stumbrs bija pa celu
slidosa dala. Sakot ar 19. gs. vidu, slieces
saka veidot raukSanas jeb liekSanas tehni-
ka. Lai gan $ads izgatavoSanas process bija
komplicétaks un sastavéja no pieciem pos-
miem (kokmateriala atraSanas, sagataves
izveides, mikstinasanas, sautésanas, lieksa-
nas), $adas slieces varéja pielagot dazadu
darbu specifikai. 19. gs. 50.-60. gados ra-
gavu slieces lieca no apalkoka un neapkala,
19. gs. 60.-70. gados liektajam sliecém saka
izmantot Skeltu, piecirstu kokmaterialu.
19. gs. otraja pusé Skelto sliecu cela dalu
saka apkalt, lai koka slieces tik atri neno-
dilst. Abu tipu sliecés stiprinaja mietnes.
Mietnes ir vertikali koka stabini, kas iekalti
vai izkalti cauri sliecém un kalpo ka sasais-
te starp sliecém un uzkalam. To funkcija ir
noturét vedamo kravu un nelaut to sniegam
sabojat. Mietnes parasti skaita paros, un gan

ragavam, gan kamanam var biit no viena
lidz seSiem mietnu pariem. Ap abam pre-
timstavo$ajam mietném aplieca balzienus
un vidd savienoja galus. Ragavu garenvir-
ziena, virs mietnu kakliem lika pietésta
apalkoka vai cirsta koka uzkalas.

Virs ragavu pamata nereti lika dazadas
uzlikas, piemérotas kravas veSanai, piemeé-
ram, drégi, kvadrata formas apalkoku vai
Skelta koka uzliku, ja bija javed viegla, bet
ietilpiga krava, pieméram, siens. Ja saim-
nieciba cilveku parvadasanai nebija pieeja-
mas kamanas, tad $adam meérkim kalpoja
darba ragavas, kam piestiprinaja atzveltni
jeb kresli, grants'* vai izbraukumu kulbu.
Kreslis ir nonemama vai nenonemama raga-
vu virsblives konstrukcija ar atzveltni, sanu
malam, ar un bez gridas. Kreslis sastav no
sanu kokiem vai kvadratveida ramja, kam
aizmuguré jeb atzveltnes dala no déliem vai
atstatus liktiem stilbiniem veidota atzvelt-
ne un sanu dalas jeb roku balsti. KreSlus,
lidzigi ka kamanas, saka krasot 19. gs. vidi
un krasoja viena vai vairakas krasas.'> At-
zveltnes dala varé&ja ierikot ari slédzamu
sézamo dalu, lidzigi kd kamanam.!® Virs
darba ragavam varéja stiprinat ari kulbu.'”
Kulbas bija divéjadas. Vienkarsi gatavotas
kulbas bija paredzétas darbam, pieméram,
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2. zim. Ragavas ar laivveida kulbu. 1 - sliece, 2 - mietne, 3 - balziens, 4 - kriju kulba.

Zim. J. Z. Jatnieks, 2025

grants veSanai. Sada tipa kulbu neséja pie
ragavam, jo, vedot granti'® vai lidzigu kra-
vu, to varé€ja saniski izgazt vajadzigaja vieta.
19. gs. otraja pusé saka darinat atseviskas
izbraukumu kulbas. Tas bija smalkak gata-
votas, ar mazu atzveltni un sédekli.

Lai kulbu padaritu greznaku, atzveltnes
arpusi izgreznoja ar grebtiem ornamentiem
vai cirstiem stilbiniem, nokrasoja ar ellas
krasu, ka ari taja ielika salmu maisu értakai
sédésanai.'® Izbraukumu kulbas var nosaciti
iedalit Cetros tipos, balstoties uz izgatavo-
Sanas apgabalu, nacionalo piederibu vai
nodarbosanos.?

Sliecu transportlidzeklu dalu un deta-
lu nosaukumus un to attistibu ietekméja
daudzi faktori, pieméram, 19. gs. politiska
situacija Latvijas teritorija, zemnieku ieSana
klaus$as un ar transportu saistitu jaunvardu
dzirdésana no tur stradajosajiem amatnie-
kiem, kuri visbiezak bija citas tautibas. Sav-
starpéja pieredzes apmaina tieSi vai netiesi
tika parnemti priekSmetu, darbariku, fun-
kciju vardi un apziméjumi.* Darba ragavas
zemnieki izgatavoja saimnieciba uz vietas,

bet izbraukumu transportu jeb kamanas
nereti pirka no amatniekiem, un reizé ar
nopirkto realiju dazkart lidzi naca ari tas
jaunais nosaukums.?? BieZi transportlidzeklu
detalu apziméjums radies no materiala ieg@i-
Sanas veida (raktas slieces) vai apzimé&jums
dots asociativi, pieméram, kamanu kulbas
abas puseés liktie stiprinajumi ir sparnini.
Nozime bija ari netalu esoSajiem lielajiem
Daugavpils un Krustpils tirgiem, kuros sa-
tikas amatnieki arl no pierobezam (krievi,
baltkrievi, lietuviesi), — tajos vietéjie amat-
nieki nereti ieguva ierosmi jaunindjumiem
un visbiezak parnéma ari jaunas tehnikas
vai darbarika nosaukumu. Misdienas slie-
¢u transportlidzeklu terminologija iedalama
divas dalas: transportlidzeklu literarie no-
saukumi?® un vesturiskajas zemeés lietotie.?*

Kokmateriali un darba riki
Lidzigi ka citas Latvijas veésturiskajas

zemes, arl Zemgalé 19. gs. kokmaterials
sagadats un apstradats, slieces izgatavotas
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tikai ar roku darbu. Koks bija ragavu
un kamanu svarigakais izejmaterials. Ta
sagade pilsétas amatniekam un zemniekam
laukos bija vairakas iesp&jas. Likumigi pie
biivkokiem un lietaskokiem zemnieki va-
réja tikt tikai ar muiznieka atlauju, kokus
pérkot vai par tiem atstradajot.?®> Jebkada
nelikumiga kokmateriala sagade tika stingri
sodita. Kokmaterialu iegtiSanu reguléja gan
muizas, gan vismaz kop$ 18./19. gs. mijas
ari Krievijas Impeérijas un Baltijas gubernu
administracijas izdoti dokumenti.?® Gada-
jot kokmaterialu, ievéroja ari tradicionalas
zinaSanas un ticéjumus,?” tomeér visbiezak
zemnieki kokus izraudzijas gadalaika, kad
bija vismazaka slodze piemajas vai klausu
darbos, un ierasti brivaki bija ziemas méne-
$i. Raktajam sliecém vairak izmantoja egli
vai jau dabiski pie saknes liki augusu jaunu
bérzinu ar tadu izliekumu, kads vélams slie-
Cu priekséjiem galiem,? bet liektas slieces
gatavoja no osa, klavas, bérza, retak ozola,
viksnas vai gobas. Var pienemt, ka 19. gs.
sakuma un, visticamak, ari pirms tam raga-
vas izgatavoja ar saimnieciba esoSiem koka
apstrades darbarikiem. Cirvis bija nepiecie-
Sams koka nocirSanai un atzaroSanai meza,
ka ari velakai kokmateriala piecir§anai, vei-
dojot vajadzigo formu. Ar slimestu nonéma
mizu un nolidzinaja koksni. Kalts bija ne-
piecieSams mietnu ligzdu izkal$anai un or-
namenta izveidei. Sikakus darbus veica ar
grebli un nazi. Ar $iem instrumentiem vareé-
ja veidot silites balsienos, noslipét skaidas,
skabargas, iegriezt ornamentus kamanu at-
zveltné vai sanos. Tievu auklu jeb mérauklu
un ogli lietoja kokmateriala nomérisanai un
iezimésanai jeb diegoSanai. Teorétiski var
pienemt, ka vienkarSas darba ragavas bija
jaspéj izveidot ar cirvi, kaltu un nazi.

Ragavas

Zemgale, tapat ka citas Latvijas veés-
turiskajas zemés, saglabajusies tikai dazi

lietiskie avoti — rakto sliecu ragavas. Vis-
biezak raktajas sliecés stiprinaja tris tra-
pecveida vai taisnu mietnu parus, kas bija
visizplatitakais skaits 19. gs. visa Latvijas
teritorija. A. BilenSteins atziméjis, ka “slie-
ce ar Cetriem mietnu pariem ir mazak izturiga
ka pie tris mietném, bet mietnu skaits daZa-
dos novados ir atskirigs”.?® Var pienemt, ka
A. BilenS$teina secinajums ir par liektam,
neapkaltam ragavam ar cetriem mietnu
pariem. Ka rada lietisko un rakstito avotu
izpéte, tad ragavu mietnu skaita un izmeéra
izmainas saistamas ar metala apkalumu iz-
mantos$anu ragavas. Rakto slieCu ragavam
stiprinaja egles plankas, mainija vai remon-
téja nodilusas dalas, tomeér tas neapkala un
nestiprinaja ar metalu. Ta ka ragavas lietoja
dazadiem smagiem vilkSanas darbiem, tas
kalpoja piecus seSus gadus. Lidz misdie-
nam galvenokart saglabajusas 19. gs. beigu
lidz 20. gs. 60.-70. gadu universalas darba
ragavas, kas pieskaitamas pie ta saucama
Austrumeiropas ragavu tipa.*® Si tipa slie¢u
transportlidzekli visvairak izplatiti Latgalé,
Vidzemeé, Sélija, Zemgales austrumu un
vidusdala, ka ari Ziemelkurzemé&. Ragavu
pamatkonstrukciju veido liektas slieces ar
augstu apgalveni, Cetriem mietnu pariem,
uzkalas tikai nedaudz garakas par priek-
$€jo mietnu pari. Pari balzieniem ragavu
garenvirziena stiprindja deélus, kas veidoja
ragavu gridu,* ka tas apzinats Vila Plidona
muzeja “Lejnieki”.®> Atsegtajam darba ra-
gavam raksturigas liektas, apkaltas slieces,
augsts ragus loks jeb apgalvenis, apalmeta-
la atstope, kas sniedzas no ragus augSdalas
lidz sliecéem. Uz darba ragavam ar délu
gridu likts kvadratveida ramis, kura sanos
stiprinati tadi pa$i deli virsmas platibas
palielinasanai.

Analizgjot lietiskos avotus, var secinat,
ka Austrumeiropas ragavu tipam izdalami
ari divi apakSvarianti. Pirmaja varianta ir
augsts ragus loks, cetri koka mietnu pari,
uzkalas mietnu garuma, bez gridas, ka
tas fikséts Karla Ulmana pieminas muzeja
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“PikSas”.® Otraja varianta uzkalas sniedzas
lidz ragus lokam un nereti stiprinatas ar
metala tapam vai lenti, ka tas konstatéts
Bauskas pils muzeja.** Vairaki otra apaks-
tipa varianti fikséti Sélijas muzejos, pie-
meéram, Viesites muzeja “Sélija”*® un Jana
Jaunsudrabina muzeja “Riekstini”.¢

Lidz miisdienam saglabajies maz etno-
grafisko darba ragavu. To izzuSanu ietek-
méjusi industriala revoliicija 19. gs. otraja
pusé. Pilsétu fabrikas izgatavotos metala
darbarikus (dzelzs arklus, ecésas, labibas
tiramas masinas un tvaika kulmasinas) jau
kops 19. gs. 70. gadiem iegadajas turigakie
Zemgales, Vidzemes un Kurzemes zemnie-
ki.*” Savukart ieprieks izgatavotajiem slie-
¢u transportlidzekliem arvien biezak lika
dzelzs apkalumus, kas paildzinaja kalpo-
Sanas ilgumu. Tapéc izsekojama ari sliecu
transportlidzeklu attistiba. 19. gs. beigas
un 20. gs. sakuma Zemgalé saka izgatavot
garas, apkaltas slieCu ragavas ar dzelzs
stiprindjumiem. Liektos balzienus nomai-
nija taisni cirsti balzieni, ko sakniedé&ja
ar dzelzs skavam un tapam. Lai ragavas
biitu izturigas, ar dzelzs skavam un tapam
saka stiprinat ari mietnes. Sakotnéji darba
ragavas bija 175-190 cm garas un ragavu
cela platums bija 63-72 cm, tad, parado-
ties dzelzs apkalumiem, tas saka izgatavot

garakas — 220-230 cm, sliecés stiprin3ja
Cetrus, retak piecus mietnu parus, bet cela
platums bija 64-66 cm.

Bez universali lietojamam jaatzimé ari
paligdarbu ragavas, kas bija paredzétas ti-
kai viena, konkréta darba veikSanai, piemeé-
ram, balku ragavinas.®

MezZa darbu paligragavinas izgatavoja
ar raktam vai liektam sliecém un nelielu
ragus dalu. Balku ragavinu augstums un
platums visbiezak bija pielagots darba ra-
gavu izmériem, bet garums bija 90-130 cm.
Tam visbiezak bija tris trapecveida koka
mietnu pari; metala apkalumi un uzkalas
sniedzas lidz 1ézenajai ragus dalai. Reta-
kos gadijumos balku ragavinam varéja biit
divi* vai tikai viens** mietnu paris. Virs
uzkalam novietoja cirstu bluki jeb kiileni
un piestiprinaja, savukart balku ragavinas
ar virvi krusteniski pies€ja aiz galvenajam
darba ragavam. Sadas ragavinas ieviesa
ap 19. gs. vidu, lai nebojatu zemes celu, jo
pirms tam darba ragavas ielika koka resga-
li un tievgalis vilkas pa zemi.** Balku ra-
gavinas plasi lietoja 20. gs. sakuma lielaka
apjoma meza darbos.

Bérnu ragavinas 19. gs. zemnieka séta
nebija izplatitas, jo to sliecu izliekSanai
bija nepiecieSama atseviski izgatavota
liektuve, tapéc visbiezak ziemas izklaidém

3. zim. Balku ragavinas. 1 - sliece, 2 - mietne, 3 - balziens, 4 - uzkala, 5 - kalenis.

Zim. J. Z. Jatnieks, 2025
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pielagoja saimnieciba esosas darba ragavas.
Zemgalé fiksétas vairakas lidz miisdienam
reti saglabatas bérnu ragavinas.*® Tas iz-
gatavoja ievérojami mazakas par darba
ragavam - liekto sliecu koka biezums un
augstums bija 3-4 cm, ragavu platums
35-40 cm, garums 85-130 cm, augstums
20-45 cm. Tam bija neliela ragus dala, divi
vai tris koka mietnu pari, liekti vai taisni
cirsti balzieni, metala apkalumi un délu
grida értakai brauksanai.

Ragavas izgatavoja ari péc Otra pasau-
les kara, galvenokart kolhozu mehaniskajas
darbnicas, par ko plasi rakstits padomju pe-
riodika.* Lai gan universalo darba ragavu
izskats un izmérs nemainijas lidz pat 20. gs.
70. gadiem, tas vairs nebija galvenais dar-
bu veikSanas lidzeklis saimniecibas. Lidz
20. gs. pirmajai pusei ragavas bija vienigais
transportlidzeklis zemnieka séta, bet péc
Otra pasaules kara arvien lielaka nozime
bija mehanizétiem transportlidzekliem. Lai
gan nereti kolhozos bija nelielas darbnicas,
kuras izgatavoja slieces, ragavas un ratu
ritenus, tomeér zirgvilkmes transportlidzekli
vairs nebija primarie parvietoSanas lidzek-
li. Tos galvenokart izmantoja gadijumos, ja
dazadu apstaklu dél nebija iesp&jams lietot
mehanizétos transportlidzeklus, pieméram,
lai izvilktu sienu no palienu plavam.

Zemgalei lidzigi pieméri fikséti ari
blakus esosaja Selija, ka atziméts Latvijas
véstures institiita Etnografisko materialu
kratuves rakstitajos avotos:

“20. gs. sakumad burzuaziskas LV laika
[20. gs. 20.-40. g. — U. B.] Sejieniesi ka-
manas pirka Putras krogd, 6 km no Neretas
uz Jekabpils cela. Tur dzivojis saimnieks —
krievs, kas iendcis ap 1923. gadu, ierikojis
darbnicu un taisijis ragavas, kamanas, ra-
tus. Pec [Otra pasaules] kara Putras kroga
bija riipkombindta darbnica, kuru vadijis
vietéjais iedzivotdjs Krisjanis Zarins; rip-
kombinata darbnica turpindja taisit ritenus,
ratus, ragavas.”*

Kamanas

Lidz 19. gs. pirmajai pusei kamanu
un ragavu pamatkonstrukcija bija lidzi-
ga. Lai izgatavotu kulbas dalu, pagarinaja
mietnu kaklus, kurus aizpildija ar kltigam
vai plani téstiem déliem. Senaka tipa pa-
raugus, ragavas ar pagarinatam mietném
un aizpildijumu starp tam, skic&jis un
aprakstijis J. K. Broce.*® Bez kamanam ar
garajam mietném, kas lidz miisdienam nav
saglabajusas, zemnieki saka izgatavot ari
ragavas ar nenonemamu kulbu,* ko dévéja
par kriju kamanam.*® Lai gan senakas $ada
tipa kamanas saglabajusas no Vidzemes,*
tomeér var pienemt, ka tadas izgatavotas un
lietotas ari citas Latvijas vesturiskajas ze-
meés. Transportlidzekla nosaukuma pamata
ir kulbas sanu apdaré izmantota liepas miza
jeb krija. Sads transportlidzeklis uzskatams
par senako kamanu tipu zemnieku saimnie-
cibas 19. gs. pirmaja pusé. Kamanu pamata
bija liektas, sakotnéji nekaltas slieces, tris
taisni koka mietnu pari un liekti balzieni.
Kamanu kopgarums bija 175-190 cm, cela
platums — 65-72 cm. Virs balzieniem un
uzkalam likta nenonemama kulba ar di-
viem vai trijiem liekta koka ribu pariem,
kas gridas dala segti ar téstiem déliem, bet
sani aizpilditi ar planiem déliem vai kriju.
Senaka tipa kamanas izgatavotas bez nevie-
nas dzelzs dalas. Lai izgreznotu kamanas,
atzveltni un sanus ornamentéja ar dazadiem
kokgrebumiem.

Kamanas ka vienlaidu konstrukciju ar
metala elementiem saka izmantot 19. gs.
vidd. Sada tipa kamanas rotitas ar vai-
rakiem tehniskiem panémieniem, metala
elementiem un krasojumu. So pareju, kas
notikusi ari Zemgales sliecu transportlidzek-
lu attistiba, uzskatami raksturo Kazdangas
pagasta “JuriSos” ap 1849. gadu darina-
tas kamanas.>® Tas izgatavotas liektam,
apkaltam sliecém, tris koka mietnu pariem,
kas iekSpuse stiprinati ar metala lenti. Virs
pamatkonstrukcijas likta vienlaidu muldas
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veida kulba, kas atzveltnes dala paplaSinata.
Iekspusé seédeklis, zem kura sledzama kas-
te, priekSpusé buka. Kulbas sani pilditi ar
téstiem déliem un stiprinati ar trim liektam
cirsta koka ribam.

Analizéjot rakstitos un lietiskos avotus,
var secinat, ka 19. gs. beigas zemnieku lie-
totajas kamanas ka rotajumu saka izmantot
dzelzs un misina elementus, bet iek3pusi
saka tapsét ar audumu un adu.

Kamanu izgatavosana arvien lielaka no-
zime bija profesionaliem kokamatniekiem.
Ta ka liekto sliecu izveide bija sarezgits
un laikietilpigs process, turklat tam bija
nepiecieSamas ipasSas zinasanas, 19. gs. bei-
gas latvieSu un krievu zemnieki kluva par
kokamatniekiem. Vini bija specializéjusies
tikai koka liekSana, sliecu, zirga iejtiga loku,
ratu ritenu izgatavosana vai ari pilnigi gata-
vu ziemas transportlidzeklu izveide.*

Lidzigi ka citas Latvijas vésturiskajas ze-
mes, arl Zemgalé senakie lietiskie avoti nav
saglabajusies, tapéc, rekonstrugjot kamanu
senako izskatu, javadas péec pieejamajiem
rakstitajiem un vizualajiem avotiem no Pie-
mineklu valdes un Latvijas véstures institiita

etnografu rikoto ekspediciju vakuma. Lidzi-
gi ka Vidzemé,>* ari Zemgales vidiené se-
nakais izbraukumu transportlidzeklis bija
kriju kamanas. Par ilgo senaka izbraukumu
transportlidzekla nosaukuma “kriju kama-
nas” lietoSanu ikdienas sarunvaloda liecina
Piemineklu valdes materiali no Jelgavas ap-
rinka Bukai$u pagasta, kur kamanu aprak-
sta lietots termins “kriju kamanas”, bet talak
seko norade, ka krija bijis sakotnéjais mate-
rials, kas vélak aizstats ar koku vai finieri.>®
DaZos citos aprakstos senakais apzimé&jums
lietots, runajot par kamanam, kas izgatavo-
tas 19. gs. beigas vai 20. gs. sakuma.>* To
pamatkonstrukeija, metala stiprinajumos un
dekoréjuma vérojamas pilséta lietoto kama-
nu iezimes, un tas darinajis profesionals kok-
amatnieks. Zemgalé fiksetas ari mazas siles
veida kamaninas ar koka kulbinu, kas izman-
totas robeZjosla gar Lietuvu® un Kurzeme.
Tam ir liektas slieces ar nelielu ragus dalu,
tris, retak divi taisni koka mietnu pari un
sanos stiprinati koka sparnini. Virs pamat-
konstrukcijas stiprinata siles veida kulbina
un savienojuma vietas nostiprinatas ar me-
tala skavam un tapam.*® Kamaninu garums

4. zim. 20. gs. 20.-30. gados profesionala amatnieka izgatavotas kamanas ar vienlaidus kulbu.
1 - liektas slieces, 2 - apalmetala mietnes, 3 - kulba, 4 - sparnini, 5 - dekorativi izliekts kulbas un sparninu
stiprinajums, 6 - noapalotas formas kulbas atzveltne, 7 - sniegtveris ar abas pusés dekorativi stiprinatu

misina dekoru. Zim. J. Z. Jatnieks, 2025
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ir 130-165 cm, kulba priekSpusé nedaudz
Sauraka (55-65 cm), atzveltnes dala plataka
(99-115 cm). Lai gan kamanu kulbas ne-
bija lielas, nereti tam konstrugja slédzamu
sézamo kasti un priek$pusé nelielu koka
sniegtveri. 19. gs. otraja pusé kamaninas ar
siles veida kulbinu izgatavoja 140-173 cm
garas, cela platums bija 61-67 cm. Lidzigi ka
agrakaja perioda, kulba priek$pusé nedaudz
Sauraka (65-92 cm), bet atzveltnes dala
plataka (102-115 cm). Var pienemt, ka sa-
kotng&ji kulbu greznoja ar kokgrebumiem un
stilbiniem,* bet vélak Sis dekoréSanas veids
aizstats ar pildiniem un krasojumu.
Apkopojot lietiskos un rakstitos avotus,
var secinat, ka 19. gs. 80. gados zemnieki
saka izgatavot un lietot sliecu transportli-
dzeklus ar muizu un pils€tas transportli-
dzekliem raksturigo apdari un rotajumiem.
Péc pilsetas lietoto kamanu parauga kama-
nu iek$pusi saka tapset ar adu vai samtu, bet
virs sniegtvera abas puseés stiprinaja apalus
dzeltenmetala rotdjumus. Pilsétas ietekme
skara ne tikai ikdiena un izbraukumos lie-
totos transportlidzeklus, bet ari zemnieku
apgérbu. 19. gs. vidii Zemgal€é tradicionalo
apgérbu nomainija pilsétas mode.*® 19. gs.
60. gados notika strauja pareja uz pilsétas
tipa apgérbu, un 19. gs. beigas visa Latvijas
teritorija jau domingja pilsétas tipa modes
apgérbs.> Lidzigi bija ari ar ikdiena un iz-
braukumos lietotajiem transportlidzekliem.
Attistoties kokamatniecibai, senakas tran-
sportlidzeklu formas un izgatavo$anas paneé-
mienus nomainija jauni tehniskie risinaju-
mi. Attistijas pilsétas tipa transportlidzeklu
atdarinasana, kas vienlaikus liecinaja par
straujo amatniecibas attistibu, zemnieku
materiala stavokla uzlaboSanos un papildu
materialajam iesp&jam rotat transportu.

Kamanu rotajumi

Lauku regionos kamanas sakotnéji ro-
tdja un greznoja tikai muizas. Kamanu

pamatfunkcija bija péc iesp&jas reprezentati-
vak raksturot to ipasnieku dazados izklaides
braucienos. Kamanu rotajumi biitiski akcen-
téja So transportlidzekli ka luksusa dzives-
veida standartelementu. Ilustrativu pieméru
sniedz Kurzemes hercogienes Annas Sarlotes
Dorotejas fon Médemas (Anna Charlotte
Dorothea von Medem) pusmasas Elizabetes
Sarlotes Konstances fon der Rekes (Elisabeth
Charlotte Constanzia von der Recke) atminas,
kuras aprakstitas kamanas, to rotajumi un
izbraukumi tajas:

“Paradums veikt greznus izbraucienus
ar kamanam ari pieder pie miisu pilsétas
izpriecam. Elegantakajiem kungiem pieder
vienjiiga kamanas, tie stav aizmuguré un
pasi vigina savas damas. Divas damas médz
sedet ari kazantind — divjiga ormana kama-
nas, kuru aizmuguré divi kungi stav uz ipasi
§im nolitkam iekartota dela. Divjiiga orma-
nu kamanas mijas ar lieliski izgreznotam
kungu vienjuga kamanam; bieZi izveidojas
vesela virtene — no 50 lidz 80 sadam ziemas
ekipazam, kas visas apkarindatas ar skano-
Siem gzvarguliSiem. Prieksgala brauc paris
lielu kamanu, kurds séZ bundzinieks un
tauretdji; citi piiSamie instrumenti nosledz
visu kolonu. Ta $i jautra pajiigu rinda paris
reizu igbrauc cauri visam ielam, pusstundu
vizinds pa cieti aizsaluso upi [Lielupi], tad,
zvaniniem skanot, sabiedriba atgrieZas pil-
seta. Kungi, damas un zirgi ir greznakajas
ziemas rotas.”°

Gan ikdiena, gan muiZas centra vai pil-
séta esot, zemnieki varéja apliikot Sos turigo
lauZu ziemas transportlidzeklus. Talak ana-
lizétie rotajumi liecina, ka zemnieki vel&jas
kaut nedaudz atdarinat redzéto.

Zemnieku saimniecibas 19. gs. pirmaja
pusé svarigakas bija universalas darba raga-
vas, tapéc vienkarsu kamanu esamiba zem-
nieka séta bija ieveéribas cienigs notikums.
Rotaja un dekoréja ne tikai pasas kamanas,
bet ari aizjigu, ko veidoja austi grozi,
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krasainas lentes un zvarguli. Tekstilizstrada-
jumi, ipasi segas, kalpoja ne tikai értakai un
siltakai braukSanai, bet ari skaistumam.®!
19. gs. 80.-90. gados var izdalit divus ka-
manu rotasanas tipus — estétiskus un este-
tiski funkcionalus rotajumus.

Par tikai estétiskas nozimes rotajumu
uzskatams kamanu krasojums, misina de-
kori, koka stilbinu virpojuma elementi,

adas un tekstila taps€jumi. Estétiski funk-
cionalaja grupa ietilpst kamanu dalas, kas
vispirms ir funkcionalas, bet, attistoties
amatniecibai, kluvuSas ari estétiski deko-
rativas. Seit jaatzimé kamanu funkcionala
detala — mietnes, to izgatavoSanas materials
un tehnika. Sakotn&ji mietnes izgatavoja
no koka un stiprinaja sliecés. 19. gs. otra-
ja puse saka izmantot apalmetala mietnes.

5. zim. Pildinu tipi:

1-kamanas ar diviem neregulara cetrstira taisnstira formas pildiniem atzveltnes apaksdala;

2 - kamanas ar diviem taisnstira pildiniem atzveltnes augSmala un vienu pildinu apaksdala;

3 - kamanas ar tris ovalas formas pildiniem atzveltnes dala;

4 - kamanas ar piecpadsmit pildiniem, kas izvietoti tris rindas, katra rinda stiprinati pieci neregulari

Cetrstari;
5 - kamanas ar pildinu figuralas sirds forma.
Zim. J. Z. Jatnieks, 2025
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Tas izgatavoja no neliela diametra apal-
dzelzs, ko salieca un piestiprinaja pie slie-
cém un zem kulbas. Apaldzelzi visbiezak
dekorativi izlieca S, J vai C forma, bet
tas galus dekorativi izkala plakani apalus,
rombveida vai nosmailinatus.

Analizgjot pieejamos rakstitos un lietis-
kos avotus, var secinat, ka pastav vairakas
tehnikas, veidi un materiali, ka dekorét ka-
manas. Kamanu dekor&jumi ir transport-
lidzekla arpusé koka dalas grebti, cirsti
un virpoti ornamenti, koloréti zimé&jumi,
krasojums, metalkalumi un 1&umi, ka ari
parsvara iek$puseé ieklatais tapséjums.

Kamanu dekorg&jumus transportlidzekla
arpusé var iedalit Cetras grupas, par pama-
tu nemot to izveides materialu, tehniku un
panémienu:

1) koka ornamenti: koka dalas grebti,
cirsti un virpoti ornamenti;

2) krasojums: monohroms, polihroms, ko-
loréti zimé&jumi;

3) melna un krasaind metala kalumi un
1&jumi;

4) péc pilsétas kamanu parauga adas un
auduma apdare iekSpuseé.

Pildinu rotajums

Zemgalé fiksetie lietiskie un rakstitie
avoti liecina, ka saglabajusas no 19. gs.
beigam lidz 20. gs. 50.-60. gadiem dari-
natas kamanas. Visbiezak fiksétas kamanas
ar pildinu dekoré&jumu. To izveidojuma pa-
mata ir izcirsts Cetrstiira formas délis, kam
aréjas sanmalas iecirsti pagarinajumi. Tos
ievietoja kamanu déla atzveltné ieprieks
izcirstas tada paSa izméra gropés. Pildini
aizpildija kamanu muguras dalas pamat-
konstrukciju un vienlaikus bija dekorativs
elements.

Zemgales kamanas fiksétos pildinu ro-
tajumus var iedalit vairakas apaksgrupas:
1) divi neregulara Cetrstiira vai taisnstiira

formas pildini atzveltnes apaksdala;®?

2) divi neregulara cetrstiira vai taisnsti-
ra formas pildini atzveltnes apaksda-
la un viens taisnstiira formas pilding
augsmala;®?

3) divi taisnstiira pildini atzveltnes augs-
mala un viens pildin$ apaksdala.®* At-
seviskos gadijumos apakséja pildina
apakSpusé, vidusdala, stiprinats vél
viens, mazaks pildins;

4) tris vai Cetri iegareni, ovalas formas pil-
dini atzveltnes dala;®

5) dazadu formu un izméru pildini, kas
apliecina amatnieka meistaribu.
Attistot savu meistaribu un amatniecis-

ko originalitati, amatnieks var&ja pildinus
izgatavot dazadas formas — ne tikai ieras-
taja Cetrstiira forma, bet aril noapalotus vai
pat figuralas sirds veida.®® Greznas, vairaku
rotajumu grupu greznotas kamanas glaba-
jas Vila Plidona muzeja “Lejnieki”.*” Tas
ir liektam, apkaltam sliecém, tris izliekta
apalmetala mietnu pariem. Krasojumu gru-
pu veido kulba, buka un sniegtveris, kuri
krasoti briina célkoka imitacija. Krasojumu
papildina Sabloniski dzeltenas linijas ievil-
kumi kulbas arpusé. Koka ornamentu gru-
pu veido atzveltnes dalas pildijuma liktie
piecpadsmit pildini, kas izvietoti tris rindas;
katra stiprinati pieci Cetrstiiri. Kulbas abos
sanos Cetri pildini, bet priekSpusé katra
puse astoni.

Kamanu krasojums

Isti nav zinams, kad zemnieki saka kra-
sot savas izbraucamas kamanas. Domajams,
ka lidz 19. gs. vidum kamanas krasotas mo-
nohromi — dazadu tonu briina vai melna.

20. gs. 30. gados Karlis Zalts, apraks-
tot kamanas, atziméjis:

“Kad tauta saka paradities brini vai tum-
i dzeltani krasotas kamanas, tas bij liels
notikums, kaut ari pati krasa bij visletaka
un krasosana — vispavirsaka. Sis notikums
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atstdjis pédas ari tautasdziesmds — vas-
ka kamanas, iespéjams, bruni krdsotds, at-
tiecinamas tiesi uz to.”*

Ka liecina kamanu krasojuma tonu
hronologisks salidzinajums rakstitajos un
lietiskajos avotos, 19. gs. 60. gados kama-
nas visbiezak krasotas melna, tumsi zala®
vai briina krasa, bet apkalumus izgatavojis
vietéjais amatnieks.”® 19. gs. beigas kamanu
apdaré saka izmantot polihromu krasoju-
mu.”! Sakotnéji kamanu saturkokus kraso-
ja viena krasa, bet pildijumu cita. 19. gs.
beigas saka izmantot célkoka imitacijas
krasojumu. Dazadas kokmaterialu imitaci-
jas radija iltziju par greznaku izejmaterialu
izmantoSanu un lielaku amatnieka veiktspé-
ju. 20. gs. sakuma pamatkrasojumu nereti
papildinaja dzeltenas Sabloniskas linijas
koka dalas.

Lidz 19. gs. 80.-90. gadiem adas un
tekstila, visbiezak samta, apdare un pol-
ster&jumi bija izplatiti kungu un pilsétas
lietoto ziemas transportlidzeklu apdare.
Zemnieku kamanas pilsétas ietekme saka
ieviesties 19. gs. beigas. Visbiezak tas bija
atzveltnes un sanu dalas polster&jums, par-
vilkts ar samtu vai adu, nereti papildinats
ar dzeltenmetala knieditém vai adas podzi-
nam. Ipasi jaatzimé Bauskas muzeja kraju-
ma eso$as izbraukumu kamanas,”? liektam,
apkaltam sliecém, cetriem apalmetala miet-
nu pariem. Kulba ierikota slédzama koka
kaste jeb sédeklis un priekspusé déla buka.
Kamanu korpuss krasots briins, bet saturko-
ki melni. Atzveltnes un sanu dala sarkana
auduma tapséjums, kas nostiprinats ar tievu
misina lenti.

Secinajumi

Apzinot Zemgalé saglabatos lietiskos
avotus akreditétajas atminu institticijas un
rakstitos avotus, var secinat, ka ir saglaba-
jies neliels skaits slie¢u transportlidzeklu.

Sesas Zemgalé akreditétajas atminu institi-
cijas glabajas 13 sliecu transportlidzekli: se-
Sas ragavas un seSas kamanas, vienas balku
ragavinas. Savukart rakstitajos avotos fik-
sétas Cetras bérnu un tris balku ragavinas,
divas grants kulbas, divi pilni kresli, piecas
universalas darba ragavas un 16 kamanas.
Balstoties uz savakto materialu, var anali-
z8t Zemgalé saglabatas universalas darba
ragavas, kamanas, balku ragavinas, bérnu
ragavinas un uzlikas.

Analizgjot slie¢u transportlidzeklu da-
las, detalas, liecamas ierices un lagrietas,
jasecina, ka Zemgalé lietotie apzimé&jumi
neatskiras no Sélija un Kurzemé& izmanto-
tajiem. NeatSkiras ari izmantotie kokmate-
riali, darba riki un izgatavosanas tehnikas.
Terminologiski slie¢u transportlidzeklu
dalu, detalu apziméjumi raduSies dazados
laika periodos, ta¢u Zemgalé tos turpinaja
lietot ari tad, ja bija mainijies to izgatavo-
Sanas materials un tehnika, pieméram, ap-
zim&jumu “kriju kamanas” ilgstosi lietoja
ari tad, kad liepas miza ka kulbas apdares
materials, kas ir §1 termina pamata, vairs
netika izmantota.

Sakotnéji ragavas lietotas dazadu
saimniecibas darbu atviegloSanai, tapéc
to konstrukcijas prioritate bija izturiba
un kalpoSanas ilgums. Kops 19. gs.
70.-80. gadiem, kad aizvien plasak saka
izmantot metalkalumus, prioritate bija
ragavu izturiba un kravnesiba. Miisdienas
Zemgalé saglabajusas ragavas, kas iz-
mantotas perioda no 19. gs. beigam lidz
20. gs. 70. gadiem. Tas pieskaitamas pie
Austrumeiropas tipa ragavam. Tam rak-
sturigi Cetri taisni vai trapecveida koka
mietnu pari, liels ragus loks, uzkalas mietnu
garuma un virs balzieniem segta délu grida.
Izdalams ari viens $o ragavu apaksvariants —
tam uzkalas sniedzas lidz ragus loka vidum
un bija nostiprinatas ar metala lenti, bez
segtas delu gridas virs balzieniem. 19. un
20. gs. mija ragavas Zemgalé bijusas lidz
225 cm garas un galvenokart apkaltas.
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Ragavu garums un masivie apkalumi
liecina, ka arvien vairak zemnieku
saimniecibas izmantoja metala kalumus.
Metala detalu izmantoSana lava izgatavot
garakas ragavas ar lielaku kravnesibu un
izturibu. Nereti ragavu aizmuguré, zem
uzkalam, jau sakotn&ji stiprinaja akus, kas
paredzeéti balku ragavinu aizakeéSanai vai
kravas nostiprinasanai. Ragavas ka ikdienas
darbu paliglidzekli, vilktu viena zirga
pajiga, lietoja vel 20. gs. 50.-70. gados,
ja mehanizéts transports nebija pieejams.
Zemgalé saglabajusas ari balku ragavinas,
ko izmantoja mezZa darbos, un mazas
paligdarbu ragavinas nelieliem piemajas
darbiem. Rakstitajos avotos fiksétas Cetras
bérnu ragavinas. Nelielais skaits skaidrojams
ar apstakli, ka tas izgatavoja divas tris
reizes mazakas par lielajam darba ragavam,
tapéc bija nepiecieSama atseviska liektuve,
uz ka izliekt slieces. Fiksétas ari abu tipu
uzlikas, kas paredzétas gan darbam, gan
izbraukumiem. Darbam lietoja Cetrstiirveida
délu drégi, kas paredzéts likSanai uz
ragavam un virsmas platibas palielinasanai,
pieméram, vedot sienu vai seru. Fiksétas ari
divas izbraukumu uzlikas jeb pilni kresli.
Pilnie kresli krasoti polihromi, bet 20. gs.
30.-40. gados izgatavotajam pilnajam
kreslim sani pilditi ar skardu.

ATSAUCES UN SKAIDROJUMI

Tapat ka ragavas, ari izbraukumu slie-
¢u transportlidzekli jeb kamanas Zemgalé
saglabajusas neliela skaita. Fiksétas 22 da-
zadu tipu kamanas, kas dat&jamas ar laiku
no 19. gs. beigam lidz 20. gs. vidum. Saja
laika posma transportlidzeklus izgatavoja
galvenokart profesionali amatnieki un rota-
jumos fikséjama pilsétas ietekme. Kamanam
ir liektas, apkaltas slieces, visbiezak tris iz-
liekti metala mietnu pari, vienlaidus kulba,
kura sledzama sézZama kaste, priekspusé
buka un koka sniegtveris. 19. un 20. gs.
mija koka un skarda sniegtveri rotati ar
dzeltenmetala rotajumiem, visbiezak sfé-
riskam misina bumbinam. Kamanu dekoreé-
juma parasti izmantoti pildinu un to tipu
dekoré&juma veidi. Jaatzimé ari sirdsveida
ornaments divu kamanu atzveltnes dala.
Kamanas krasotas tumsi briinas vai melnas,
bet 20. gs. sakuma visbiezak izmantots
celkoka imitacijas krasojums ar dzeltenas
linijas ievilkumiem.

Zemgales etnografiskais materials sniedz
bagatigu prieksstatu par abu tipu slie¢u
transportlidzekliem, to izgatavoSanu, at-
tistibu un izmantoSanas norietu. Pétijums
par sliecu transportlidzekliem Zemgalé tur-
pinams, padzilinati petot transportlidzeklus,
to izmanto$anas ilgumu un remontu, izga-
tavoSanas meistarus un mazas darbnicinas.
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SUMMARY

From material sources preserved in Zemgale within accredited memory institutions and
written sources, it can be concluded that a small number of runner-based vehicles have
been preserved. In total, 13 runner-based vehicles are housed in Zemgale’s six accredited
memory institutions — six sleds and sleighs, one log sled. Written sources concerning
Zemgale contain information about four children’s sleds, three log sleds, as well as two
cargo boxes for gravel, two outing boxes, five universal work sleds and 16 sleighs. Based
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on the collected material, it is possible to analyse the universal work sleds, sleighs, log
sleds, children’s sleds and other equipment preserved in Zemgale.

The analysis of the parts, details and bending devices of runner-based vehicles yields
a conclusion that the designations used in Zemgale do not differ from those used in Sélija
and Kurzeme. A similar situation can be observed in the material, tools and production
techniques used by craftsmen. Although terminologically the designations of vehicle parts
originated in different periods of time, they continued to be used in Zemgale even when
the material and technique of their production changed. A good example is the long-term
use of the designation applied to a particular type of sled — “kriju ragavas” (krija — linden
bark). Even after linden bark was no longer used as a decoration material, the name
survived.

Initially, sledges were used to facilitate various tasks around the homestead, and
thus their main function required longevity and endurance. Since the 1870s-80s, with
the spread of metal parts, the priority of vehicle construction became their endurance and
carrying capacity. Today, the sledges in Zemgale have been preserved mainly from the late
19% century until the mid-20" century. They belong to the Eastern European type of
sleds, and are characterized by four pairs of straight or trapezoidal wooden stakes, a large
runner curve, top plate running the length of the stakes and planks covering the stake-ties.
There is also a sub-variant of the aforementioned type — no planks covering stake-ties and
the top plates extend to the middle of the runner curve and are connected with a metal
band. At the turn of the 19" and 20% centuries, the sleds in Zemgale were up to 225 cm
long and often had metal fittings. The length of the sled and the liberal metal fittings
indicate the rapid arrival of metal in the farmer’s homestead. This enabled making longer
sleds with greater load capacity and durability. Hooks intended for hooking up log sleds
or securing cargo were often attached to the back of the sled. Sleds pulled by a single
horse were still used as a daily work aid in the 1950s-70s, when mechanized transport
was not available. Log sleds used for logging and small utility sleds for household tasks
have survived in Zemgale. Written sources mention 4 children’s sleds. The small number
of surviving children’s sleds can be explained by the fact that they were made two to three
times smaller than regular work sleds, so a particular, distinct tool was needed to bend
the small runners. Sleds also had cargo boxes that could be added on top — both work and
outing types existed. Square surfaces made of planks were placed on top of sleds and used
to increase the surface area, for example, when carrying hay or grain. Two outing boxes
are also preserved. These boxes were painted polychrome, but in the 1930s-40s tin was
used in the box side panels.

Outing vehicles or sleighs have also survived in Zemgale in small numbers and date from
the late 19" to the mid-20™ century, 22 different types of vehicles have been noted. During
this period, vehicles were mainly made by professional craftsmen and the decorations
show urban influences. Sleighs had bent runners with metal fittings, three pairs of metal
stakes, a cargo box with a seat and lockable compartment underneath it and a snowguard
in the front. At the turn of the 19" and 20% centuries, the snowguard (wood or tin) would
be decorated with brass fittings, most often small brass spheres. The most common type
of sleigh adornment is the decoration and incorporation of panelling. Two cases of heart-
shaped ornaments on the sleigh’s backrest have been noted. Sleighs were commonly painted
dark brown or black, however, in the beginning of the 20" century, painted wood grain
imitation with yellow paint became widely used.
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The ethnographic material of Zemgale provides a rich picture of runner-based vehicles,
their use, production, development and decline. The study of these vehicles in Zemgale is
to be continued with the in-depth study of the vehicles, the duration of their use, the repair
process, the craftsmen and their small workshops.
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Raksta apliikoti Liepajas pilsétas pasvaldibas un iedzivotdju pilsoniskas lidz-

dalibas galvenie darbibas veidi 1920.-1934. gada. Analizétie piemeéri lauj

izprast to, ka viet&jie iedzivotdji dazadas pilsoniskas lidzdalibas formas iesais-

tijas pasvaldibas administrativas, socialas un saimnieciskas parvaldes sistémas

veido$ana un pilnveidosana. Pilsétas iedzivotaji savu viedokli par pasvaldibas

darbibas rezultatiem izteica, iesniedzot iesniegumus, ligumus vai stidzibas

konkrétas pasvaldibas institficijas, kas vélak tos nodeva izskatiSanai domes

sédés. Kopuma iedzivotdji loti aktivi iesaistijas un darbojas pasvaldibas poli-

tiskaja sistéma, bet izvirzitie merki lielakoties nepiepildijas, jo dome noraidija

vairumu no iedzivotaju iesniegtajam iniciativam.

Atslégvardi: pilsoniska lidzdaliba, iedzivotaji, pasvaldiba, dome, pilsétas val-

de, demokratija.

The article examines the main operational activities of the Liepaja City

Municipality and the process of civic participation of its citizens during

the 1920-1934. The analysed examples provide insight into the ways how

local residents engaged in various forms of civic participation in shaping and

improving the municipality’s administrative, social, and economic governance

system. City residents expressed their opinions on the outcomes of municipal

activities by submitting applications, petitions, or complaints to specific mu-

nicipal institutions, which subsequently forwarded them for review at desig-

nated council meetings. Overall, the residents were highly active and engaged

in the political system of the municipality; however, the goals they put for-

ward were largely unrealized, as the council rejected the majority of the ini-

tiatives submitted by the public.

Keywords: civic participation, residents, municipality, council, city board,

democracy.
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levads

Pilseta ir ciesi saistita ar sabiedribu, kas
taja dzivo. Ta ir neatnemama kopienas vei-
dotas socialas kartibas sisteémas sastavdala.
Liepajas geografiskais novietojums un no-
zimiga Latvijas transporta un riipniecibas
centra statuss laika gaita ir nostiprinajis gan
tas vietéjo, gan starptautisko nozimi. Pirmas
parlamentaras demokratijas laika Liepaja
neapSaubami bija regiona administrativais
un saimnieciskais centrs un otra nozimigaka
pilséta Latvijas Republika.

Pasvaldiba starpkaru perioda lidz au-
toritara rezima izveidei kluva par dazadu
sabiedribas slanu un kopienu savstarpéja
sadarbiba veidotu un demokratiski velétu
iestadi. Pasvaldibas sistéma ir demokra-
tiskas valsts pamats, un tas pamatvertibu
principu nozime ir nostiprinata vairakos
starptautiskos un nacionalos tiesibu aktos.?
1918. gada pilsetas pasvaldibas varas iesta-
des tika iedalitas divas kategorijas: dome
un pilsétas valde; 1930. gada tika pienemts,
ka pilsétas pasvaldibas vara sastaves no tris
vienibam: domes, valdes un revizijas komi-
sijas. Pasvaldibas un valsts iestazu darbiba
neatskiras, pasvaldiba veic visus sabiedriski
nepiecieSamos parvaldes uzdevumus, tikai
tas darbiba ir ierobeZota teritoriali.?

Lai demokratiskd sistéma darbotos
efektivi, iedzivotdjiem ir aktivi jaiesaistas
parvaldes politiskaja sistéma. TieSi pasval-
dibas ir tas, kam $ada iespé&ja ir janodrosina.
Cilvekiem ir lielaka iesp&ja izmantot savas
demokratiskas tiesibas, iesaistoties viet&jas
pasvaldibas darbiba, reagéjot un izsakot
viedokli par tas lemumiem.* Sis process tiek
definéts ka iedzivotaju pilsoniska lidzdaliba.
Ta ir valsts un viet&jas varas likumdosanas
un lémumu pienemsanas procesa neatnema-
ma sastavdala.

Pilsoniskas lidzdalibas formas ir mek-
lejamas jau Senaja Griekija, tas izsenis ir
bijuSas neatdalamas no politiskas varas
darbibas, jo cilveéki vienmeér reagé uz valsts

pienemtajiem lémumiem.> Modernas pilso-
niskas lidzdalibas formas un to darbiba bie-
Zi vien tiek asociéta ar socialajam un eko-
nomiskajam sekam, kas veidojas péc Pirma
pasaules kara, kad iedzivotaji organizéti
un aktivi centas uzlabot savus socialeko-
nomiskos apstaklus pilséta. Oficialais ter-
mins tika institucionalizéts, kad 1965. gada
Amerikas Savienoto Valstu (ASV) prezi-
dents Lindons DZonsons (Lyndon Johnson,
1908-1973) iepazistinaja ASV Kongresu ar
savu “Izcilas sabiedribas” (Great Society)
programmu.® Saja raksta tiek lietotas $adas
pilsoniskas lidzdalibas formas: piedaliSanas
veleésanas un sabiedriskas iniciativas jeb
viet&jo iedzivotaju vai kopienas veidotas
organizacijas iesaistiSanas viet€jas pas-
valdibas centralo institiiciju — Liepajas
domes vai valdes — pienemtajos lémumos
(izdotajos saistoSajos noteikumos vai no-
teiktajos nodoklos).

Raksta meérkis ir izpétit Liepajas pilsétas
pasvaldibas un iedzivotaju pilsoniskas lidz-
dalibas galvenos darbibas veidus no 1920.
lidz 1934. gadam, izcelot veidu, ka vieté-
jie iedzivotaji dazadas pilsoniskas lidzdali-
bas formas iesaistijas pasvaldibas adminis-
trativas, socialas un saimnieciskas parvaldes
sistémas veido$ana un pilnveidosana.

Hronologiskas robezas sakums ir
1920. gads, kad tika ievéléta Satversmes
sapulce, kas aizsaka pirmas parlamentaras
demokratijas laiku, un 11. augustd no-
slegts Latvijas un Padomju Krievijas miera
ligums, ta izbeidzot Latvijas Neatkaribas
karu. Pétijuma hronologijas noslégums ir
1934. gads, kad 15. maija Ministru prezi-
dents Karlis Ulmanis (1877-1942) ar bru-
notu spéku un aizsargu palidzibu padzina
4. Saeimu un sagraba valsts varu, ta faktiski
izbeidzot Latvijas parlamentaras demokrati-
jas sistémas pastavéSanu un toreizgjo vieté-
jo parvaldes sistému darbibu.

Ir publicéti vairaki materiali (arhi-
vu, muzeju un veésturnieku pétijumi) par
Liepajas pilsétas domes un pasvaldibas
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darbibu, ka ari tas veidoSanos no 19. gs.
beigdm lidz 20. gs. sakumam, pieméram,
Dzidras Ozolinas monografija “Liepajas
pilsétas pasvaldiba 1877-1913"7 un Liepajas
300 gadu jubilejai veltita gramata®. Tomeér
triikst pétijumu un publikaciju, kuros biitu
pievérsta pastiprinata uzmaniba pasvaldibas
un tas centralo varas iestazu mijiedarbibai
ar vietgjo iedzivotdju pilsoniskas lidzdalibas
formam, tapéc nav nepilniga prieksstata un
izpratnes par iedzivotaju iesaisti pasvaldibas
darbibas tiesisko principu pilnveidoSana.

Raksta atspogulota pétijuma bazi veido
plass nepublicéto un publicéto avotu klasts,
ari periodiskie izdevumi un vésturiska li-
teratira. Nepublicéto avotu pamata ir
Latvijas Valsts véstures arhiva (turpmak —
LNA LVVA) materiali. Izmantoti Iekslietu
ministrijas pasvaldibas departamenta akti
par Liepajas pilsétu, Liepajas pilsétas val-
des akti, ka ari Liep3ajas pilsétas muzeja
materiali. Biitiskakie publicétie avoti ir
Liepajas pilsétas statistiskas gadagramatas
par 1929.-1933. un 1934. gadu.

Liepajas pasvaldibas un domes
tiesiskie pamatprincipi

Pirmas parlamentaras republikas lai-
ka pasvaldiba tika definéta ka patstaviga
parvaldes vieniba, kas ar likumiem noteik-
tas darbibas sp&ju robeZas nes neatkarigu
saimniecisku un administrativu atbildibu.
pasvaldibu likums noteica, ka pasvaldiba ir
publiska tiesibu iestade, kurai pieder pub-
liska vara un kura ir spéjiga veidot saistosu
likumdoSanu.®

Savas administrativajas robezas pas-
valdibas iestade ir valsts varas parstave.
Valsts iestazu uzdevums ir parraudzit pas-
valdibas darbibu, bet valsts nav tiesiska ar
saviem lémumiem un rikojumiem iejauk-
ties un kartot pasvaldibas lietas. Tomeér
valsts iestades var atcelt domes vai valdes

pienemtos lémumus, pamatojoties uz to, ka
tie neatbilst Latvijas Republikas likumdosa-
nai. 1930. gada Pilsétu pasvaldibu likuma
bija noteikts, ka dome ir augstaka pilsétas
pasvaldibas iestade, kura ir pastavigu ie-
dzivotaju véleta un kurai piemit 1éméjvara
svarigakajas pasvaldibas kultiiras un saim-
niecibas nodalas. Domes sastavs bija atka-
rigs no konkrétas pilsétas iedzivotaju skai-
ta. Valsti paSvaldibu domé bija no 15 lidz
100 deputatiem.®

Lidz bridim, kad 1930. gada tika pie-
nemts jaunais likums par pasvaldibam,
Liepajas pilsétas dome lielakoties darbo-
jas 60 deputati, kas bija ievéléti no da-
zadam politiskajam partijam. 1932. gada
19. decembr1 oficiali tika pienemts jaunais
Liepajas pilseétas domes kartibas rullis, kura
tika noradits, ka pilsétas dome sastav no
80 domniekiem.!!

Iedzivotaju véléSanu tiesibas noteica,
ka vietéjas domes vélésanas var piedalities
visi Latvijas pilsoni (abu dzimumu), kas
lidz velesanu laikam ir sasniegusi 21 gada
vecumu. 1919. gada Latvijas Republika tika
noteikts, ka domes pilnvaru laiks ir divi
gadi, 1923. gada to pagarinaja par gadu,
bet 1930. gada pilsétas dome tika ievéléta
uz Cetriem gadiem. Dome nevaréja zaudét
savas pilnvaras, kameér tas pilnvaru termins
nebija beidzies.'?

1930. gada Pilsétu pasvaldibu likuma
bija noteikts, ka pilsétas valdei ir pasval-
dibas izpildu iestades funkcija. Tas darbiba
bija unikala ar to, ka ta pildija ne tikai
pasvaldibas, bet ari valsts varas uzdevu-
mus. Valde nebija paklauta domei, bet
gan noteiktam valsts iestadém, pieméram,
Iekslietu ministrijai, lai gadatu par to, ka
tiek izpilditi tas rikojumi. Par to, lai visi
aktualie darbi pasvaldiba tiktu izdariti, at-
bildiga bija valde. Pilsétas valdei bija uzde-
vums sagatavot materialus par katra kartéja
domes sédé apspriezamiem jautajumiem.
Visi iesniegumi, ari iedzivotaju stidzibas
un ligumi, tika nodoti pilsétas valdei, kas
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tos sagatavoja apsprieSanai un izvertéSanai
domes seédeé.’?

Pamatojoties uz Pilsétu pasvaldibu li-
kuma 40. punkta noteiktajiem principiem,
privatas personas, biedribas un iestades par
pilsétas domes izdotajiem saistoSajiem no-
teikumiem varéja iesniegt stidzibu, ja uzska-
tija, ka konkréts noteikums ir nelikumigs,
tas parkapj personas tiesibas vai aizskar
vina intereses. Iedzivotajiem savas siidzibas
par pilsétas domes izdotajiem noteikumiem
un aizdomam par to nelikumibu bija jaie-
sniedz apgabaltiesas administrativaja noda-
la. Ja péc pasvaldibas saistoSo noteikumu
stasanas speka persona uzskatija, ka tie ir
nelikumigi, stidzibu varé&ja iesniegt jebkura
laika. Sadam siidzibas iesnieg$anas pamato-
jumam nebija noteikts termins.'

Liepajas pilsétas domes
vélésanas un tas sastavs
1920.-1934. gada

Liepajas pilsétas domes vélésanam
1921. gada 16. janvari kopuma bija re-
gistrétas 13 partijas, no kuram 10 ieguva
pietiekami lielu balsu skaitu, lai tiktu ieve-
letas. Ieprieksgjas 1919. gada vélésanas
lielu iedzivotaju atbalstu guva socialdemo-
kratu bloks, bet Sajas balsu parakums bija
Kristigajai savienibai. Par domes priekssé-
détaju ar 33 balsim ievélgja Jekabu Cinceli
(1881-1951) no pilsonisko partiju frakcijas.
Amata vin$ bija tikai septinus ménesus un
atkapas ievainojuma dél, kuru bija iegu-
vis Neatkaribas kara. Nakamaja domes
sédé par pilsetas galvu tika ievéléts Evalds
Rimbenieks (1888-1943) no Kristigas
savienibas.'®

1923. gada 21. janvara domes véléSanas
socialdemokrati piedzivoja parliecinosu uz-
varuy, tomér Liepajas kreisas partijas nespéja
giit parsvaru par pilsonisko partiju frakciju,
kas izveidoja spécigu koaliciju un saglabaja
domé balsu vairakumu.'¢

1926. gada 9. un 10. janvara domes
velesanas kopuma piedalijas 18 partijas,
no kuram tris neieguva pietiekami daudz
veéletaju balsu, lai ieklatu pilsétas domé.'”
Atskiriba no iepriek$éjam véléSanam
1926. gada vélésanas pilsetas politiska vide
bija kluvusi daudzveidigaka ne tikai poli-
tisko partiju daudzuma zina, bet ari to rak-
stura, kas noradija uz to, ka iedzivotajiem
lidz ar katram véléSanam pieauga veélme
biit politiski aktivakiem. Ari pilsétas ma-
zakumtautibu iedzivotdji, pieméram, poli,
ebreji un krievi, aktivak iesaistijas viet&jas
politiskas situacijas noteik§ana — kopuma
tika nodibinatas septinas mazakumtautibu
politiskas partijas.

Socialdemokrati guva vairakuma iedzi-
votaju atbalstu, jo prieksvélésanu kampa-
nas partija noléma pastiprinati akcentét
Liepajas saimnieciskas nozares attistibas ne-
gativos aspektus, pieméram, izcelot pilsétas
peldu iestades apmeklétaju nelielo skaitu un
ienémumus: 1924. gada to apmeklgja tikai
490 arzemju viesi, bet 1925. gada - 700.1®
Pilsoniskas frakcijas parstavji parmeta so-
cialdemokratiem, ka tie$i vinu uzraudziba
esoSie uznémumi pilsétas saimniecibai ne-
susi tikai finansialus zaud&jumus, pilsétas
nauda neveérigi investéta uznémumos, kuru
pelna nesp@j aizstat iztérétos lidzeklus.'®
1928. gada beigas, kluvis par 3. Saeimas
deputatu, E. Rimbenieks pazinoja par savu
atkapSanos no amata. Leo Lapa (1882-
1942)% no Miera, kartibas un raZoSanas
apvienibas ar 27 balsim par un septinam
balsim pret tika ievéléts par jauno pilsétas
galvu. Socialdemokrati, kas bija pret 1 kan-
didata ievelésanu, atturéjas no balsosanas.?!

1929. gada 26. un 27. janvara domes
veélésanas joprojam bija politiska daudzvei-
diba. Sajas vélesanas pirmo reizi kandide-
ja ari lietuvie$u veidota partija. Vélésanu
rezultati rada, ka velétaji kopuma vai-
rak atbalstija pilsonisko partiju frakciju.
Iedzivotaju atbalsts Zemnieku savieni-
bai bija audzis (1926. gada — 326 balsis,
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1. tabula

Liepajas pilsétas balsstiesigo vélétaju aktivitate vietéjas domes vélésanas 1921.-1931. gada

Autores veidota tabula. Datu avoti: Liepajas pilsétas vélésanu rezultats. In: Kurzemes Vards, 18.01.1921.,
Nr. 13, 1. Ipp.; Liepajas pilsétas domes vélésanu rezultati. In: Stradnieku Avize, 23.01.1923., Nr. 17, 1. Ipp.;
ZANIS ROZENTALS. Liepajas pilsétas statistiska gada gramata, 1929-1933. Liepaja 1934, 17. Ipp.

Domes Kopéjais Balsstiesigie Piedalijas % no visiem

vélésanas iedzivotaju véletaji vélésanas balsstiesigajiem
skaits vélétajiem

1921. gads 51 583 26 837 22313 81,1

1923. gads 34197 28 633 83,7

1926. gads ~ 60 762 33687 28 971 86

1929. gads 38 000 30 757 81

1931. gads ~ 57 238 34 029 87,2

1929. gada - 368 balsis). Pirmo reizi domes
vélesanas piedalijas Kara ostas iedzivotaju
politiska partija, kas, iegiistot 1222 balsis,
nodrosindja sev divas vietas domeé.?* Par pil-
sétas galvu atkartoti tika ievéléts L. Lapa.*
1931. gada 28. un 29. marta domes vé-
lesanas norisinajas, kad pilséta piedzivoja
ekonomiskas sistémas nestabilitati. PEdéjos
divos gados Liepaja ar lielam griitibam
bija sp&jusi nostabilizét savu budzetu, bet
1930. gada tai tika uzliktas jaunas obliga-
cijas, kas parslogoja jau ta mazo pilsétas
budzetu. Ta ka 1930. gada tika samazinats
nekustamas mantas nodoklis, ienakumi no
ta pilsétas budZeta bija samazinajusies par
Ls 70 000. Skolotaju algas paaugstinasanas
un naturaliju iegades kriminalpolicijas dar-
biniekiem dé] neparedzétie izdevumi bija
pieaugusi lidz pat Ls 40 000. Saistiba ar
pravu, ko pilsétas valde veda ar Aizputes
dzelzcelu, pilsétas budZeta neienaca plano-
tie Ls 35 000. Minétajam pieskaitot citus
sikus maksajumus, izdevumu un zaud&jumu
kopsumma bija aptuveni Ls 145 000.%*
1931. gada veélésanas bija pirmas, kas
norisinajas péc jauna Pilsétu pasvaldibu
likuma. Tas bija pédéjas demokratiskas
pasvaldibu vélésanas Latvijas parlamentaras

demokratijas laika. Sajas vélésanas piedali-
jas rekordliels skaits pilséta registréto par-
tiju un partiju apvienibu - 24, no kuram
vairums ari ievéléts domé. Netika ievéletas
tikai divas partijas. Domes nozimigakie uz-
devumi bija regulari iepazistinat veélétajus
ar domes mérkiem, planiem un atskaitities
par padarito. Socialdemokratu frakcija uz-
skatija, ka pilsétas saimniecisko situaciju
nostabilizét un uzlabot varés tikai tad, ja
ieveletie domnieki saskanoti sadarbosies ar
visu pilsétas iedzivotaju grupu parstavjiem.
Pasvaldibai, ja ta velgjas darboties objektivi
un kvalitativi, bija loti nozimigi panakt to,
lai tas darbibas laika neizveidotos plaisa
starp sabiedribu un politikiem. Bija loti sva-
rigi aktivi sadarboties ar viet&jiem iedzivo-
tajiem, uzklausit vinu viedoklus un izskatit
aktualakas problémas un jautajumus, kas
bija tie§i saistiti ar pasvaldibas darbibas
ietekmi uz viniem.?

Liepajas pilsétas iedzivotaju
aktivitate domes vélésanas

Iedzivotaju iesaistiSanas un lidzdalibas
limenis velésanas norada uz demokratiskas
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2. tabula

Kreisas frakcijas iegutas balsis Liepajas pilsétas domes véléSanas 1921.-1931. gada

Autores veidota tabula. Datu avoti: Liepajas pilsétas vélésanu rezultati. In: Kurzemes Vards, 18.01.1921.,
Nr. 13, 1. Ipp. un 12.01.1926., Nr. 8, 1. Ipp.; Liepajas pilsétas domes véléSanu rezultati. In: Stradnieku Avize,
23.01.1923., Nr. 17, 1. Ipp.; ROZENTALS, Liepajas pilsétas statistiska gada gramata, 1929-1933, 17. Ipp.

12127

9712

13367

14876
14753

1921. gads 1923. gads

sistémas darbibas kvalitati. Veletaju aktivi-
tate ir nozimigs demokratiskas sabiedribas
pilsoniskas lidzdalibas raditajs. Augsta véle-
taju aktivitate ir pozitiva lieciba tam, ka ie-
dzivotaji aktivi izmanto savas tiesibas un
kolektivi pauz savu viedokli par vélamajam
politiskajam parmainam vietéja méroga.?

1921. gada Liepajas pilséta bija 51 583
iedzivotaji, no tiem 26 837 bija registréti
balsstiesigie vélétaji, bet domes vélésanas
piedalijas 22 313 iedzivotaji jeb 83,1%.
527 balsis tika atzitas par nederigam, jo
taloni vai nu bija tuksi, neaizpilditi, vai
ari tajos bija uzrakstiti tddu personu vardi,
kuras nebija partijas izvirzitie kandidati.?”
1923. gada domes vélésanas bija registréti
34 197 balsstiesigie vélétaji, no kuriem vé-
lesanas piedalijas 28 633 jeb 83,7% iedzi-
votaju.?® 1926. gada pilséta, péc 1925. gada
tautas skaitiSanas datiem, bija registréti
60 762 iedzivotaji, no kuriem 33 687 bija
balsstiesigie velétaji. Domes vélésanas pieda-
lijas 28 971 veletaji jeb 86% balsstiesigo ie-
dzivotaju.? Veélésanu iecirkni bija izveidoti
ari Jaunliepaja; augstaka velétaju aktivitati
bija novérojama Vecliep3jas rajona, jo tas
bija blivak apdzivots.®® 1929. gada domes
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1926. gads

1929. gads 1931. gads

vélesanas bija registréti 38 000 balsstiesigo
veletaju, no kuriem vélésanas piedalijas
30 757 jeb 81% balsstiesigo véléetaju.
1931. gada veélésanas piedalijas 34 029
jeb 87,2% velétaju.® Analizéjot balsstiesi-
go iedzivotaju aktivitati domes vélésanas, ir
iesp€&jams secinat, ka Liepajas pilsétas iedzi-
votaji kopuma ir bijusi loti politiski aktivi.
Lidz ar katram veleéSanam veélétaju aktivitate
pieauga, nevis samazinajas. Demokratiska
sistéma iedzivotaji savu politisko nostaju
varéja izteikt, tieSi nobalsojot par partiju,
kas, péc vinu domam, vistuvak reprezenté-
ja turpmako pilsétas attistibai nepiecieSa-
mo celu. Liepajas balsstiesigie iedzivotaji ar
savu aktivo piedaliSanos véléSanas noradija
ieveélétajiem politikiem uz to, ka viniem
ir nozimigs $is demokratiskais process un
riip pilsétas socialekonomiskas situacijas
uzlaboSana.

Pirms katram domes véléSanam kreisas
frakcijas parstavji uzsaka aktivu prieksve-
lésanas kampanu un agitacijas programmu,
kas lielakoties izc€la pilsonisko partiju
frakcijas parvalditas saimnieciskas nozares
neveiksmes, kuras kopuma kritiski ietek-
méja pilsétas iedzivotaju socialo stavokli.
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Sabiedribas atbalsts socialdemokratiem lie-
lakoties nemainijas, jo vinu izteiktie soliju-
mi priekSvéleSanu kampana rezonégja ar pil-
sétas iedzivotaju velmém.* Socialdemokrati
uzsvera, ka ir japabeidz pilsétas elektriskas
centrales izbiive, kas dos iesp&ju uznému-
miem piegadat 1étu stravu. Nemot véra to,
ka péc katras stipras lietusgazes ielas pa-
matigi appliida, bija nepiecieSams izbiivéet
jaunu tdensvadu, ka ari uzlabot esoSo ka-
nalizacijas sistému. Socialdemokrati uzsvéra
ari to, ka jasamazina konkréti nodokli, kas
skar pilsétas iedzivotaju maksatspéju, jalik-
vidé tie pasvaldibas amati, kas neatmaksa-
jas. Domei vislielaka méra bija jaatbalsta
kooperacijas un arodbiedribas kustiba. Lai
uzlabotu pilsétas socialekonomisko situaci-
ju, socialdemokrati solija paplasinat socialas
apgadibas nodalas iesp&jas un finanséju-
mu, jo pilséta joprojam bija daudz bérnu,
kuru vecaki nevaréja atlauties siitit vinus
skola. Izglitibas sféra skolu infrastruktiira
bija loti slikta stavokli, kas pasliktinaja
kopégjo izglitibas limeni pilséta, tapéc bija
jaturpina kvalitativa skolu izbiive un ja-
riipgjas par to, lai jau esosas skolas un to
telpas tiktu uzturétas pienaciga stavokli.
Socialdemokrati saviem vélétajiem solija

sakartot darba laiku regul&josSos saistoSos
noteikumus, lai stradniekiem ikdiena ne-
biitu jastrada ilgak par astonam stundam.

Pilsonisko partiju frakciju veidoja lat-
viesu dibinatas vai vaditas partijas. Sis
frakcijas darbibas galvenais mérkis bija iz-
veidot tadu politisko un saimniecisko vidi,
kur latvieSu intereses biitu objektivi par-
stavetas. Liepajas pilsétas domé pilsonisko
partiju frakcija nostajas opozicija socialde-
mokratiem un vinu parvalditajai kreisajai
frakcijai. Sis frakcijas parstavji uzskatija, ka
socialdemokrati noteiktajas nozarés neliet-
derigi iztéré pilsétas budzeta lidzeklus, pie-
meéram, elektriskas centrales staciju kurinot
ar kiidru.** Iedzivotaju atbalsts Sai frakcijai
bija ievérojams, tomér mazaks neka soci-
aldemokratiem, kas, iesp€jams, bija vaira-
ku neveiksmigu priekSvelésanu kampanu
rezultats.

Balstoties uz domes véléSanu rezulta-
tiem, tiek uzskatits, ka pilsonisko partiju
frakcijai 1929. gads bija viens no sliktaka-
jiem gadiem visa parlamentaras republikas
laika. Tikai divas (Namsaimnieku saraksts
un Kristiga savieniba) no se$am partijam
spéja savakt vairak par diviem tikstoSiem
balsu. Frakcija domes sastava ieguva tikai

3. tabula

Pilsonisko partiju frakcijas iegttas balsis Liepajas pilsétas domes vélésanas 1921.-1931. gada

Autores veidota tabula. Datu avoti: Liepajas pilsétas vélésanu rezultati. In: Kurzemes Vards, 18.01.1921., Nr. 13,
1. Ipp. un 12.01.1926., Nr. 8, 1. Ipp.; Liepajas pilsétas domes vélésanu rezultati. In: Stradnieku Avize, 23.01.1923.,
Nr. 17, 1. Ipp.; ROZENTALS, Liepajas pilsétas statistiska gada gramata, 1929-1933, 17. Ipp.
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4. tabula

Mazakumtautibu veidoto partiju iegatas balsis Liepajas pilsétas domes véléSanas 1921.-1931. gada

Autores veidota tabula. Datu avoti: Liepajas pilsétas vélésanu rezultati. In: Kurzemes Vards, 18.01.1921., Nr. 13,
1. Ipp. un 12.01.1926., Nr. 8, 1. Ipp.; Liepajas pilsétas domes vélésanu rezultati. In: Stradnieku Avize, 23.01.1923.,
Nr. 17, 1. Ipp.; ROZENTALS, Liepajas pilsétas statistiska gada gramata, 1929-1933, 17. Ipp.
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15 domnieku vietas.®® Pilsonisko parti-
ju frakcijas neveiksmes var izskaidrot ar
mérktiecigas prieksvélésanu agitacijas
trikumu. Nespéja piesaistit vairak véle-
taju un koncentré$anas uz maldinoSiem
iekSpolitiskajiem faktoriem, kuri neatbilda
patiesajai socialajai un saimnieciskajai si-
tuacijai pilséta, rezultéjas ar to, ka frakcija
nevaréja pilnveértigi reprezentét savu véléta-
ju un atbalstitaju viedokli, ka ari ieplanotas
pilsétas attistibas ieceres.*

Liepajas pilséta politiski aktivas iedzivo-
taju grupas bija ari mazakumtautibu kopie-
nas. Katras domes vélésanas vidéji piedali-
jas piecas So kopienu dibinatas politiskas
partijas. Presé un citos pieejamos avotos
mazakumtautibu veidoto partiju darbiba,
meérki un uzdevumi netika ipasi izcelti un
atspoguloti, tapéc nav iesp&jams noteikt ie-
meslus, kade] sabiedribas atbalsts noteiktam
partijam bija lielaks un kapéc tas noteiktos
posmos saruka.

20. gadsimta 20. gadu sakuma lielu at-
balstu iedzivotaji izradija liepajnieku vacie-
Su veidotajai partijai (vacu grupas partijas),

tomeér jau 20. gadu otraja pusé iedzivotaju
atbalsts tai samazindjas. Ebreju kopienu
arl ir iesp&jams raksturot ka politiski ak-
tivu, nemot véra to, ka katras domes ve-
lesanas piedalijas divas lidz piecas ebreju
kopienas parstavétas partijas. Iedzivotaju
atbalstu tam var raksturot ka apmierinosu,
tikai 1926. gada balsu skaits bija krities.
1923. gada domes véléSanas pirmo reizi
piedalijas polu veidota partija, tomér iedzi-
votaju atbalsts tai bija minimals gan $ajas,
gan nakamajas vélesanas. 1926. gada pirmo
reizi domes vélésanas piedalijas krievu un
lietuviesu veidotas partijas, bet, tapat ka
polu parstavétajai partijai, iedzivotaju at-
balsts tam bija minimals.*”

Liepajas pilsétas iedzivotaju politiska
lidzdaliba pasvaldibas darbibas
socialajos un saimnieciskajos
jautajumos

Liepajas pilsétas iedzivotaju pilsonis-
ka lidzdaliba pasvaldiba bija strukturala.
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Sakotnéji iedzivotaji vérsas pie pilsétas
valdes ar iesniegumiem, siidzibam vai liigu-
miem par noteiktu jautdjumu. Péc Iekslietu
ministrijas pasvaldibas departamenta ak-
tiem var noprast, ka lielakoties tika liigts
samazinat nodoklus, ka ari atrisinat daza-
das sadziviskas un socialas lietas. Pirms
izvirzit izskatiSanai domes sédé iedzivotaju
iesniegto prasibu vai ligumu, pilsétas valde
sprieda, kuras nodalas darbibas jomai vai-
rak atbilst iesniegtais jautajums. Lielakoties
valde vai tas nodala, kas bija saistita ar spe-
cifisku iekspolitisku jautdjumu, pieméram,
izglitibu, sava starpa patstavigi pienéma
léemumu, vai jautdjumu atbalstit, bet bija
gadijumi, kad konkrétus jautajumus valde
nevaréja atrisinat, tapéc tie tika novirziti
izskatiSanai kartéja domes séde.

Specifiski jautajumi vai stidzibas varéja
tikt novirzitas ari izskatiSanai citas valsts
varas institiicijas, pieméram, Izglitibas mi-
nistrija vai Tautas labklajibas ministrija.
Izskatot iedzivotaju iesniegtos jautajumus,
kas fikseti Iekslietu ministrijas pasvaldibas
departamenta aktos, var secinat, ka laika

periods, kura dome pienéma léemumu, bija
loti atSkirigs un to ietekméja vairaki fakto-
ri. Pieméram, iedzivotaju iesniegto jautaju-
mu izskatiSanu aizkavéja tas, ka tie nebija
ieklauti iepriek$ iesiititaja domes darba
kartibas saraksta. Saskana ar Pilsétu pas-
valdibu likuma 22. pantu dome savas sédés
varéja apspriest tikai tos jautajumus, kas
bija ielikti sédes dienas kartiba, iznémumi
bija pielaujami tikai tad, ja jautajuma vai
problémas biitiba pielava to, ka sédé var
piedalities mazaks skaits domnieku, bet
ne mazak ka divas treSdalas, tas ir, vismaz
54 no 80 pilsétas domes deputatiem.* Ja §is
noteikums netika ievérots, taja diena pie-
nemtie lémumi tika anuléti. Citas frakcijas,
pieméram, pilsonisko partiju frakcija izman-
toja So nosacijumu sava laba, lai sabotétu
citu partiju darbibu, iesniedzot Iekslietu
departamentam siidzibu par domes darbibu.
Lielakoties §ads panémiens tika versts pret
socialdemokratiem.

Gadijumos, kad dome noraidija iedzivo-
taju ligumus vai stidzibas par pilsétas domes
izdotajiem saistoSajiem noteikumiem,

5. tabula

Liepajas pilsétas iedzivotaju iesniegto siidzibu, iesniegumu un ligumu temati

Autores veidota tabula. Datu avoti: Liepajas pilsétas domes séZzu materiali, 1920.—1929. gads. Liepajas muzejs,
Liepaja, LM 9028; Pasvaldibas departaments, akts “Liepajas pilséta”, 1930, LNA LVVA, 3723-2-381; Pasvaldibas
departaments, akts “Liepajas pilséta”, 1931, LNA LVVA, 3723-2-382; Pasvaldibas departaments, akts “Liepajas
pilséta”, 1932, LNA LVVA, 3723-2-383; Pasvaldibas departaments, akts “Liepajas pilséta”, 1933, LNA LVVA,
3723-2-384, Pasvaldibas departaments, akts “Liepajas pilséta”, 1934, LNA LVVA, 3723-2-385

Iedzivotaju siidzibas/ 20.gs. | 1930 | 1931 1932 | 1933 | 1934 | Kopa
iesniegumi/ligumi 20. gadi

Pabals'tu_lv)leslglrsana vai 29 4 15 6 17 5 76
samazinasana

Veselibas apriipes

finansialo izdevumu 9 24 6 10 22 5 76
segSana

Bezdarba apkarosana 20 5 26 15 32
Nodoklu samazinasana 34 19 98 86 91 5 333
Darba laika precizésana 13 1 9 6 11 40
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saskana ar Liepajas pilsétas pasvaldibas
nolikumu personam bija tiesibas vérsties
Liepajas apgabaltiesas Administrativaja
nodala, lai domes lémumu parsiidzétu; iz-
némums bija socialas palidzibas jautajumi
un léemumi - tad bija javérSas Tautas lab-
klajibas ministrija.>® Tomeér lielakoties péc
domes atteikuma iedzivotaji vérsas vai nu
Iekslietu ministrijas pasvaldibas departa-
menta, vai ari rakstija véstules premjer-
ministram. Tad atbilstosas iestades domei
atsiitija pazinojumu, liidzot plasak paskaid-
rot domes lémuma pienemsanas gaitu un
iemeslus. Bija ari situacijas, kad iedzivotaji
jau sakotngji vérsas minétajas iestadeés.
Visi piemeéri un minétas situacijas ir
uzskaititas Iekslietu ministrijas pasvaldibas
departamenta aktos par Liepajas pilsétas
pasvaldibas un domes darbibu. Iedzivotaju
iesniegto stidzibu, iesniegumu vai ligumu
skaits bija liels, bet raksta tiks apskatitas da-
Zas visnozimigakas situacijas, kas vislabak
atspogulo pasvaldibas un iedzivotaju pilso-
niskas lidzdalibas raksturu un rezultatu.
Pabalstu pieSkirSana vai samazina-
Sana. Apgadibas nodala lielakoties izlema
par pabalstu pieskir§anu skoléniem, tri-
cigajiem pilsétas iedzivotajiem vai tiem,
kuri bija nonakusi finansialas problémas
un nespéja sev vai savai gimenei nodro-
$inat iztiku. Pieméram, Apgadibas nodala
pilsétas valdei zinoja, ka 1933. gada beigas
ar Izglitibas nodalas starpniecibu pabalstus
izsniegusi 1987 skoléniem, tostarp nodrosi-
not siltas brokastis, apavus un apgérbu, ka
ari 13 skoléniem nosegta macibu maksa.*
Pilsétas valde izvirzija izskatiSanai domeé
organizaciju vai izglitibas iestazu ligumus
tam pieskirt finansialo pabalstu. Jauna pil-
sétas budZeta pienemsSanas laika tika izska-
titi visi dazadu iestazu iestititie iesniegumi
par pabalstu izmaksasanu vai ari ta palie-
linasanu. Pieméram, 1930. gada 22. de-
cembra domes sédé, pienemot 1931. gada
pilsétas budZetu, tika izskatits ebreju kulta-
ras biedribas “Kadima” ligums pieskirt tai

Ls 1000 pabalstu. Domnieki sakotnéji vien-
balsigi sadu priekslikumu noraidija, bet bei-
gas piekrita biedribai no budzeta lidzekliem
atvélét Ls 600. Atskiriba no citiem iedzi-
votaju vai organizaciju iesniegtajiem la-
gumiem pabalstu pieskirSana bija viens no
tiem jautajumiem, par kuriem dome kopigi
varéja nonakt pie zinama kompromisa.*!

Veselibas apriipes izdevumu segSana.
1920.-1934. gada Liepajas domes séZu pro-
tokolos viens no biezak minétajiem jauta-
jumiem, kas saistits ar pasSvaldibas socialas
nodros$inasanas politiku, ir izdevumu par
arstésanas kursa pilsétas slimnica segSana.
Pilsétas valde sadus iedzivotaju iesnie-
gumus lielakoties deva izskatit domei, ja
persona nebija piekritusi iepriek§ valdes
sniegtajai atbildei un atkartoti izteica §adu
ligumu, iesniedzot to Liepajas apgabaltiesas
Administrativaja nodala vai ari Tautas lab-
klajibas ministrija. 20. gadsimta 30. gadu
sakuma dome un pilsétas valde Sos jauta-
jumus risinaja, vadoties péc 1928. gada
izdotajiem socialas apgadibas nodalas
darbibas noteikumiem, kas valstiska limeni
noteica specifiskus kritérijus gadijumos, kad
pilsétas iedzivotdjiem apmaksajami vinu
veselibas apriipes izdevumi. Savukart pas-
valdibas saisto$ajos noteikumos par “bez-
maksas arstéSanos slimnicas” tika nemti
vera ari 1921. gada 13. maija publicétie
Iekslietu ministrijas noteikumi par visparéjo
kartibu, kada arstéjamas personas uz valsts
un pasvaldibas rékina. Liepajas pasvaldiba
noteica $adi: uz paSvaldibas rékina ir ar-
st€jamas vai kopjamas visas personas, kas
uzturas valsts komunalas un privatas slim-
nicas un kas ir saslimusas ar lipigu slimibu,
un nav spéjigas uzturéties sava patstaviga-
ja dzivesvieta, ka ari Latvijas pilsoni, kuri
nedz pasi, nedz kuru piederigie nespéj segt
arstéSanas izdevumus un kuriem arstéSana
ir nepiecieSama.*?

Liepajas Slimo kase bieZi vérsas pie do-
mes, lai ta kompensétu arstéSanas izmaksas,
kas iekasétas no Slimo kases dalibniekiem,
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pieméram, 1929. gada Liepajas Slimo kase
ltdza pasvaldibai atmaksat 2661,30 latu,
kas bija ievakti no 1926. lidz 1928. gadam,
kad Slimo kases dalibnieki pilsétas slimni-
ca arstéjas no lipigdm slimibam. Slimo kase
savu ligumu pamato ar to, ka saskana ar
Tautas labklajibas ministrijas 150. rikojumu
1920. gada slimo kasém ir pienakums sniegt
medicinisku palidzibu kases dalibniekiem
ari lipigo slimibu gadijumos, bet, pamatojo-
ties uz 1925. gada 16. decembri pienemta-
jiem pasvaldibas saistoSajiem noteikumiem
par lipigo slimibu apkaroSanu Liepaja, no
izdevumiem par arstéSanos slimnica ir atbri-
voti tikai triicigie jeb personas, kas nespéj
samaksat slimnicas izdevumus. Domes sédé
pilsétas valde izteicas, ka II Slimo kases 1a-
gumu nav atradusi par iespéjamu ievérot,
jo noraditie noteikumi domes un pilsétas
valdes darbibas ietvaros tiek izprasti ta,
ka tie ir attiecinami vienigi uz tam perso-
nam, kuras “nav dala no slimo kases”. Viens
no deputatiem noradija, ka $ads Slimo kases
ligums ir nepamatots, jo paréjas sada veida
organizacijas, pieméram, Liepajas I Kopégja
slimo kase un III Slimo kase neapstrid pa-
stavoso kartibu un ir maksajusas par saviem
dalibniekiem, kas saslimusi ar akiitu slimi-
bu, ka ari tas vienmér ievérojusas pilsétas
domes 1925. gada izdotos saistoSos noteiku-
mus, kas nosaka to, ka pati organizacija ir
atbildiga par slimnica ievietoto dalibnieku
arstéSanu. Balstoties uz Siem noteikumiem,
pilsétas valde iekaséja no slimo kasém mak-
su ari par slimo kases dalibnieku arstéSanu,
kuri bija saslimusi ar lipigu slimibu. Dome
galéja balsojuma noraidija Slimo kases
ligumu, nodéveéjot to par nepamatotu.*®
Bezdarba apkaros$ana. Viens no nozi-
migakajiem domes uzdevumiem bija sama-
zinat bezdarba limeni pilséta. Pilsétas valdes
socialas apgadibas komisija bija izveidojusi
specifisku sabiedrisko darbu projektu, lai
bez darba palikusie iedzivotaji tiktu nodar-
binati noteiktos darbos, kuru pamatmeérkis
bija pilsétas infrastruktiiras uzlaboSana

(ielu seguma atjauno$ana un jaunu ielu
veidoSana). Pateicoties realizétajam sa-
biedrisko darbu projektam, pilséta tika is-
tenota domes ieplanota Centralas kapsétas
(1922) un ebreju kapsétas (1928) izveide.
20. gadsimta 20. gadu sakuma bezdarbnieki
tika nodarbinati pilsétas kapu apstadisanas
darbos, lai aizkavétu apkartéjo lauku un
plavu apputinasanu ar smiltim. Kapu ap-
zalumoSana veicinaja to, ka pilsétai $aja
teritorija ik gadu bija nepiecieSams veikt
plasus labiekartoSanas darbus no 1. marta
lidz 1. aprilim. Sievietes bija tas, kas vis-
biezak veica sezonas darzniecibas darbus.*
1928. gada bezdarbnieki kolektivi iesniedza
ligumu pilsétas valdg, lai dome kartéja sede
apspriestu jautajumu par fonda izveidi, kas
sniegtu finansialu palidzibu lielakai dalai
bezdarbnieku, kas registréti Pilsétas darbu
apgadeé. Iesnieguma autori uzskatija, ka
viens no veidiem, ka biitu iesp€jams Sim
fondam piesaistit papildu lidzeklus, bija
domei uzlikt papildu 10% nodokli kafej-
nicam un biedribu kafejnicam.* Domnieki
vienbalsigi noraidija $adu priekslikumu, jo
saskana ar pasvaldibas saistoSajiem notei-
kumiem nebija paredzéts mazas kafejnicas
aplikt ar $adu nodokli (tas ari neietilpa do-
mes kompetence).

20. gadsimta 30. gadu sakuma bezdarb-
nieku situacija pilséta kluva arvien sliktaka.
1931. gada registréto bezdarbnieku skaits
Pilsetas darbu apgadé bija lielaks neka
ieprieks€jos gados. Galvenokart bija pieau-
dzis virieSu bezdarbs — 1930. gada 16. de-
cembrl bija registréti 1750 bezdarbnieki, bet
1931. gada sakuma to bija jau 2000.* Péc
Fabrikantu apvienibas savaktajiem datiem,
viens no galvenajiem iemesliem, kapéc bez-
darba limenis pilséta tik strauji paaugstina-
jas, bija tas, ka vairakas Liepajas riipnieci-
bas iestadés tika samazinats nodarbinato
skaits. 1929. gada 1. novembri Liepajas
riipniecibas nozaré kopuma bija nodarbina-
ta 5071 persona, bet nakamaja gada - par
389 cilvekiem mazak.*” Bija paredzéts arl
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korku, linoleja, kiegelu razosanas un koku
apstradasanas uznémumos stradajoso skaitu
samazinat par pusi. Pamatojoties uz bezdar-
ba krizi Liepaja un kritisko saimniecisko
stavokli bezdarbnieku vidd, vairakas organi-
zacijas, pieméram, Bezdarbnieku komiteja,
Latvijas Arodbiedribu savienibas Liepajas
nodala, ka ari pilsétas domes stradnieku jeb
kreisa frakcija iesniedza domé prasibas par
bezdarbnieku stavokla uzlabo$anu un vinu
tiesibu nostiprinasanu.*® Domnieki vienbal-
sigi piekrita So organizaciju un kreisas frak-
cijas izvirzitajam prasibam, nosakot:

“1. Pilsetas domei nekavéjoties ir jaiz-
dod saistosie noteikumi par bezdarbnieku
apdrosinasanu; 2. Rikot gziemas sezonas
darbus tados apmeros, lai visi vasaras se-
zonas darbinieki tiktu nodarbindti; 3. At-
velet lidzeklus no valsts rezerves fonda
Ls 3 000 000 apmera sabiedrisko darbu
rikosand un pabalstu izsniegSand; 4. Darba
apgades  registretajiem  bezdarbniekiem,
kuriem ires nesamaksasanas del draud iz-
likSana no dzivokliem, samaksat dzivokla
naudas; 5. Ja visus registrétos bezdarbnie-
kus nav iespejams nodarbindt caur sabied-
riskajiem darbiem, tad no domes puses tiek
atsakta naturaliju izsniegSana; 6. Pieskirt
lidzeklus, lai darba vietds darbiniekus biitu
iespéjams nodrosinat ar siltam pusdienam;
7. Izsniegt bezdarbniekiem vienreizéju pa-
balstu uz Ziemassvetkiem.”*

Kopuma tika apstiprinati tikai 43% no
visam iedzivotaju iesniegtajam iniciativam,
kas bija saistitas ar socialas apgades jauta-
jumiem, bet 57% tika noraiditi. Neskatoties
uz daziem iznémuma gadijumiem, dome
visvairak atbalstija iedzivotaju lagumus
pieskirt pabalstu vai segt veselibas apriipes
finansialos izdevumus, ka ari bieZi vien ne-
tika noraiditi tie ligumi, kas bija saistiti ar
meérki mazinat bezdarbu pilséta - lielakoties
tika apmierinati visi ligumi pieskirt pabal-
stu bezdarbniekiem. Iznémuma gadijumi

bija tad, ja konkrétaja bridi nepietika pilsé-
tas budZeta lidzeklu. Stidzibas par iedzivo-
taju savstarpéjo attiecibu risindSanu dome
centas izskatit objektivi, uzklausot abu
pusu viedoklus un beigas pienemot lémumu
apstiprinat vai noraidit stdzibu - atkariba
no veiktas izmekléSanas rezultatiem.

Nodoklu samazina$ana. $Sadus iesnie-
gumus iedzivotdji pilsétas valdé sniedza
lielakoties par traktiera (kafejnica vai res-
torans) un dzivokla nodoklu samazinasanu.
Pieméram, Mednieku biedriba 1929. gada
decembri pilsétas valdei iesniedza ltigumu
samazinat tas biedribas bufetei uzlikto trak-
tiera nodokli, kas bija aptuveni 1500 latu.
Bet $is lagums tika noraidits, jo atbildiga
persona bija nokavéjusi parstidzibas ter-
minu un nodokla samazinasanas gadijuma
attiecigo summu pilsétai naktos zaudeét.
Ligumu samazinat dzivokla nodokli pilséta
loti biezi iesniedza triicigas personas, sados
gadijumos gan valde, gan dome vienbalsigi
piekrita ligumam. Tacu visbiezak stidz&jas
arsti — par to, ka viniem nepareizi apréeki-
nats dzivokla nodoklis, nenemot véra, ka
pacientus vini pienem savas dzivojamas
telpas. Pieméram, Heimanis Rabinévics
1931. gada 21. maija Liepajas apgabaltiesas
Administrativajai nodalai nosiitija stidzibu,
ka dome vina arsta prakses vietai pieméro-
jusi dzivokla pilna apméra nodokli, neska-
toties uz to, ka divas no trim istabam tiek
lietotas, lai apkalpotu pacientus, nevis ir
“pastaviga ikdienas lietoSana”. Apgabaltiesa
noraidija So siidzibu un atzina domes lému-
mu par patiesu, jo saskana ar noteikumiem
par pilsétas ienakumiem dzivokla nodoklis
nav iekaséjams no visadu veidu telpam, ku-
ras tiek lietotas apdzivosanai.®®

Darba laika precizéSana. Nemot véra,
izdeva saistoSos noteikumus par vienota
tirgosanas laika noteikSanu pilséta, pilsétas
valdé registréti vairaki iesniegumi, kur fri-
zieru un fotografu uznémumi ladz regulét
to darbibas laiku. Pieméram, 1932. gada
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Frizieru biedriba lidza domei atlauju fri-
zieru darbnicam darboties visu 31. oktobri,
kas bija svetku diena jeb Ticibas atjaunosa-
nas diena.®! Savukart, kad uznéméji lidza
domei atlauju frizé€tavam stradat svétdienas,
tad to darbinieki ar frizieru arodbiedribu
starpniecibu liidza socialdemokratus aiz-
stavét vinu tiesibas un neatlaut svétdienas
stradat fizisku darbu. Viens no socialdemo-
kratu deputatiem noradija, ka dome jau vai-
rakkart ir noraidijusi $adu frizieruznémumu
ligumu, atzimé&jot to, ka $adas situacijas
apstaklu atbalsts nav pienemams.5?

Péc domes séZzu aktiem secinams, ka
53% no visiem domeé iesniegtajiem iedzi-
votaju ligumiem tika apstiprinati, bet 47%
noraiditi. Nemot véra pilsétas saimniecis-
ko apstaklu kritisko stavokli 20. gadsimta
30. gadu pirmaja pusg, iedzivotaji loti aktivi
iesniedza pilsétas valdei ligumus samazinat
konkrétu, pasvaldibas noteiktu nodokli, bie-
Zi — dzivokla nodokli. Katrs iesniegums par
nodokla samazinaSanu tika izskatits atsevis-
ki un gala 1émums balstits uz Socialas apga-
dibas nodalas sniegtajam zinam par konkreé-
tas personas finansialo stavokli. Lielakoties
dome piekrita samazinat dzivokla nodokli,
bet vairakkart tika noraiditas prasibas sa-
mazinat citus nodoklus, pieméram, kad
uzpémums pilsétas valdei lidza samazinat
traktiera nodokli kafejnicai.

Secinajumi

Liepajas pilsétas pasvaldiba 1920.—
1934. gada bija dala no demokratiskas
valsts sistémas, kas sevi ietvéra tris centra-
las varas iestades: domi, pilsétas valdi un
revizijas komisiju. Ta darbojas saskana ar
Latvijas Republikas noteiktajiem tiesiska-
jiem un juridiskajiem aktiem. Pasvaldibas
galvenais uzdevums ari toreiz bija saimnie-
cibas un tas infrastruktiiras labiekartoSana,
ka ari iedzivotaju intereSu un prasibu piln-
vertiga apmierinasana.

Domes vélésanas noradija uz to, kadi
biis pasvaldibas socialas un saimnieciskas
politikas galvenie mérki un uzdevumi.
Viena no svarigakajam pilsoniskas lidzda-
libas formam ir iedzivotaju aktivitate véle-
$anas. Pasvaldiba nevar administrativi un
sistematiski pilnveidoties bez iedzivotaju
iesaistes. Liepajas pilsétas domes véléSanu
rezultatus bieZi vien noteica tas, cik pras-
miga bija partiju vai to veidoto frakciju
priekSveélésanu kampana. Tas bija viens
no galvenajiem iemesliem, kapéc social-
demokrati spé&ja iegiit tik lielu sabiedribas
atbalstu, bet pilsonisko partiju frakcija un
minoritasu partijas piedzivoja strauju iedzi-
votdju atbalsta kritumu. Jo vairak partijas
iesaistijas aktivd komunikacija ar véléta-
jiem, jo labaku rezultatu tas guva vélésanas.

Viens no veidiem, ka iedzivotaji varéja
nodro$inat to, ka vinu viedoklis par pasval-
dibas darbibas rezultatiem un to ietekmi uz
ikdienas dzives aspektiem tiks uzklausits,
bija iesniegt savu iesniegumu, ligumu vai
stidzibu pilsetas valde, kas veélak to virzija
izskatiSanai domes sédé. Kopuma iedzivota-
ji loti aktivi iesaistijas un darbojas pasvaldi-
bas politiskaja sistéma, bet izvirzitie mérki
visbiezak nepiepildijas, jo dome noraidija
lielako dalu no iedzivotdju iesniegtajam
iniciativam. Tikai konkrétos aspektos bija
iespé&jams panakt veiksmigu sadarbibu.

Kopuma lielakoties latvieSi vérsas pie
valdes un domes, lai uzlabotu konkrétus
socialus apstaklus. Ebreji bija otra iedzivo-
taju grupa, kas caur pilsonisko lidzdalibu
centas panadkt izmainas saimniecibas no-
zaré. Triicigie pilsétas iedzivotaji bija tie,
kas aktivi ltidza pilsétas valdei un domei
socialo un ekonomisko palidzibu. Visbiezak
tika lfigts segt veselibas apriipes finansialos
izdevumus, pieskirt pabalstus vai palidzét
cilveku iekartot viena no pilsétas parrau-
dziba esoSajiem nesp€jnieku namiem.
Visvairak triicigo iedzivotaju iesniegumu
bija no Jaunliepajas rajona. Bezdarbnieki
un arodbiedribas bija tie, kas visvairak
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ltidza pilsétas valdei un domei izskatit algas
paaugstinasanas jautajumu. Sadi iesniegumi
tika noraiditi, ja personai, kas to iesniedza,
nebija triiciga statuss. Dome ari atbalstija
vairaku organizaciju iniciativas, kas attie-
cas uz bezdarba apkaro$anu pilséta un kas
korel&ja ar vadosas partiju frakcijas politis-
kajiem meérkiem.

Veselibas apriipes finansialo izdevumu
segSana bija viens no tiem liigumiem, kuros
dome konsekventi ievéroja valsts socialas
apgadibas saisto$o noteikumu principus. Si
iemesla dél vairakkart tika noraiditi iedzi-
votdju iesniegumi un ligumi.

ATSAUCES UN SKAIDROJUMI

Par saimnieciskajiem jautajumiem pil-
sétas valdé un domeé vérsas uznéméji, kas
lidza samazinat kada nodokla maksajumu,
bet loti bieZi dome §adu prasibu noraidija,
tikai atseviSkos gadijumos, kad uznémums
bija uz bankrota sliekSna, dome piekrita
tam samazinat nodokli. Par saimnieciska-
jiem jautajumiem pilsétas valdei un domei
iesniegumus lielakoties sniedza Vecliepajas
rajona uznéméji un iedzivotaji. Par pasval-
dibas darbibas tiesiskajiem jautdjumiem
visvairak iesniegumu domei un pilsétas
valdei siitija arodbiedribas, organizacijas
un komisijas.
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SUMMARY

Liepaja City Municipality is part of a democratic state system, and its administration is
composed of three central organs of power: the City Council, the City Board, and the Audit
Commission. It operates according to the legal and regulatory framework of the Republic of
Latvia. The main task of the municipality is to improve the economy and its infrastructure
and to fully meet the interests and requirements of its citizens.

The elections to the City Council set out the main aims and objectives of the municipality’s
social and economic policy. One of the most important forms of civic participation is
electoral participation. A municipality cannot improve administratively and systematically
without the involvement of its citizens. The outcome of the Liepaja City Council elections
was often determined by how skilful the parties or the factions they formed were in
campaigning. This was one of the main reasons why the Social Democrats were able to
win so much public support, while the Civic and Minority factions experienced a sharp
drop in popular support. Parties performed better in elections based on how effectively
they communicated with their voters.

One of the ways in which citizens could ensure that their views regarding
the performance of the municipality and its impact on their daily lives were heard, was to
submit their petitions, requests or complaints to the City Board. These submissions were
then brought up for consideration at the next City Council meeting. In general, citizens
were very active and engaged with the political system of the municipality, nevertheless,
the objectives largely remained unmet, as the Council rejected most of the initiatives put
forward by citizens. Meaningful cooperation was only successful in a few specific areas.
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Based on the documents of the Liepaja City Municipality Department, it was mostly
Latvians who wrote to and addressed the board and the council with a view to improve
certain social conditions, and the second group of individuals who sought changes within
the municipal economic sector through civic participation were Jewish. The destitute
residents were the ones who actively requested social and economic assistance from
the city board and council. The most common request was to cover the cost of health care,
provide benefits, or assist individuals in obtaining a place in one of the city-run homes
for the disabled. The Jaunliep3dja district was the location where the most applications
were filed by poor individuals. The request to consider the issue of wage increases was
prompted by the unemployed individuals and the trade unions. These types of applications
were rejected, if the applicant did not have indigent status. The City Council also supported
initiatives submitted by a number of organisations to combat unemployment in the city.
When covering the financial cost of healthcare, the council strictly followed the principles
of the Binding Regulations on Social Assistance. Hence, in many cases applications and
requests submitted by citizens were rejected. Such actions correlated with the political
objectives of the leading party factions.

On economic issues, the City Board and the City Council were approached by businesses
asking for a reduction in the amount of tax they paid, but very often the Council rejected
such requests; only in some cases, when a business was on the verge of bankruptcy,
did the Council agree to reduce the amount of due tax. The entrepreneurs and residents
of the Vecliep3ja district proposed the most submissions on this issue. Trade unions,
organizations, and commissions sent the eates number of submissions to the City Council
and the City Management Board concerning legal matters related to the municipality’s
activities.
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The unit named after Leons Paegle was one of the largest Latvian units formed
within the International Brigades. However, its composition remained unclear
even after recollections of some of the unit’s members were published during
the Soviet occupation. The aim of the article is to analyse the composition of
the unit named after Paegle and its characteristics, focusing on its motivation
for being in Spain. The battle experience of its members has been described
only briefly. Most of the unit members had communistic beliefs and saw their
time in Spain as useful for political purposes of the party, however, their
experience relating the Spanish Civil War was not uniform and the unit had
difficulties to keep up morale, leading to a high percentage of deserters.

Keywords: International Brigades, volunteers from Latvia, Karlis Ulmanis
regime, Latvians from the USSR, communism.

Leona Paegles varda nosaukta grupa bija viena no lielakajam Latvijas izcel-
smes internaciondlo brigdZu grupam Spanijas pilsonu kara. Tomér grupas
sastavs nebija skaidrs ari péc vairaku tas dalibnieku atminu publicéSanas pa-
domju perioda. Raksta mérkis ir analizét L. Paegles varda nosauktas grupas
sastavu un iezimes, pievérSoties tas dalibnieku iemesliem karot Spanija. Daliba
kaujas raksturota isi. Lielaka dala grupas atbalstija komunistiskus uzskatus un
savu uzturéSanos Spanija uztvéra ka noderigu partijas politiskajiem mérkiem,
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tomér vinu pieredze Spanijas pilsonu kara
konteksta nebija viendabiga. Grupas dalibnieki
saskaras ar griitibam saglabat disciplinu, bija
procentuali daudz dezertieru.

Atslégvardi: internacionalas brigades, briv-
pratigie no Latvijas, Karla Ulmana reZims, lat-
viesi no PSRS, komunisms.

Introduction

On 17 June 1937, a group of Latvians,
who had arrived in Spain to defend
the Republicans and were recently as-
signed to the VI anti-tank battery of
the XIII International Brigade, decided to
name their unit after Latvian communist
and writer Leons Paegle.! Among the sup-
porters of left-wing politics, Paegle was
popular at the time. After Latvia gained its
independence, he was elected in the Riga
City Council in 1922 and 1925 and was
imprisoned several times on anti-state
charges. Paegle died in 1926 at the age of
36. The decision to adopt his name hinted
at the units’ ideological beliefs.

After the outbreak of the Spanish Civil
War, one of the most significant conflict
in Europe at the time, which saw fighting
between various ideologically motivated
groups within Spanish society, supported
by foreign nations, Latvia decided to join
the Non-Intervention Agreement proposed
by France. The Latvian Government applied
the steps suggested by the Non-Intervention
Committee, consisting of 27 European
countries, to limit the conflict in Spain.
Accordingly, since 23 February 1937,
Latvian citizens were forbidden to take part
in the war or to recruit volunteers for any
of the warring parties — the Republicans or
the Francoists.

After 18 September 1936, the Communist
International, an instrument of the foreign
policy of the USSR, recruited foreign citizens
to join the International Brigades and fight

for the Republicans. Respectively, more than
half of the volunteers were communists.?
Illegal communistic organizations in Latvia
operated along the lines of the Communist
International and the USSR, first calling for
donations and later, after the establishment
of the International Brigades, encouraging
volunteers to aid the Republicans.® More
than 80 volunteers from Latvia participated
in the conflict. Additionally, more than 20
ethnic Latvians as military advisors or com-
manded personnel arrived in Spain from
USSR, and around 10 other foreign volun-
teers had Latvian roots. Almost all of them,
except one volunteer from Latvia, were on
the Republican side.*

Three larger units of Latvians fought
in different Republican military units.
Chronologically, the first unit started to
form within the Dimitrov Battalion of
the XV International Brigade in early 1937,
before Latvian citizens were prohibited to
fight in the war. The unit did not choose
a specific name and suffered heavy casual-
ties during the battle of Jarama. Other two
units formed during the summer of 1937,
after the prohibition had entered into
force. The second larger unit was named
after Paegle, and the third was formed
shortly after that within the third battery
of the First Slavic Heavy Artillery Group.
It was named after Latvian social democrat
Janis Jansons-Brauns.® At the time, an idea
to gather all Latvian volunteers in a Baltic
battalion existed, however, it was rejected
by the headquarters of the International
Brigades, because it was feared that too
many representatives of one nationality
might be lost in a single battle, thus seeing
their experience in Spain as useful for later
political aims in their respective countries.
As Riidolfs Lacis, an ethnic Latvian, com-
manded to Spain from the USSR, stated:
“such a small unit could suffer significant loss-
es, which would be undesirable for the Latvian
revolutionary movement”.%
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The unit named after Paegle fought in
several major battles of the war, as opposed
to Latvians from the Jansons-Brauns’ unit,
that was mostly located in the Extremadura.
Another major difference between the two
units was that the leader of Latvians and
also the commander of the anti-tank battery
within the XIII International Brigade was
an ethnic Latvian Aleksandrs Berezins, alias
in Spain — Claudius Chispa (also Klaudijs
Cispa), who was commanded to Spain by
the Executive Committee of the Communist
International, operating in the USSR.”

After Nikita Khrushchev’s condemnation
of Joseph Stalin’s cult of personality, the first
recollections written by Latvians® that par-
ticipated in the conflict, were published.®
Soviet historiography avoided to mention
bad habits and disciplinary violations com-
mitted by Latvians or any topics that dis-
credited the USSR, including the opinions of
the communist volunteers regarding Stalin’s
policy. Furthermore, Latvians, who stayed
abroad and never came to the USSR after
the Spanish Civil War, were excluded from
the recollections and soviet historiography
leading to highly-fragmented portrayal of
the unit named after Paegle, and further dif-
ficulties to list its members.!° After Latvia re-
gained its independence, Latvian historiog-
raphy has offered several popular-scientific
articles on Latvians during the Spanish Civil
War, as well as various publications dedicat-
ed to separate participants of the conflict.!!

The participation of various nationali-
ties in the International Brigades has been
widely studied.’ In recent years, foreign
historians have also focused on Latvians
participating in the war, however, many
mistakes — e.g., overestimation of the num-
ber of Latvian volunteers,'®* mixing of na-
tionalities due to inaccuracies in sources
that occurred because record keepers of
the International Brigades often strug-
gled to distinguish between nationalities
and accurately spell Latvian personal

names,'* errors in biographical data after
using Google Translate'® — have arisen due
to lack of Latvian language proficiency
and the underuse of sources in Latvian,
thus complicating the reconstruction of
Latvian involvement in the Spanish Civil
War. Respectively, until recently, there
has been a research gap on the subject.
The author of this article aims to analyse
the composition of the unit named after
Paegle and its characteristics, thus focus-
ing on its motivation for being in Spain.
In doing so, the narrative presented during
the Soviet occupation is deconstructed, of-
fering a detailed characterization of Latvian
participation in the conflict, and providing
opportunities to compare it with the in-
volvement of other nationalities. Their
experience in battles has been described
only briefly, with a view to indicate their
challenges. Assessment of the unit’s mili-
tary skills in combat and contribution to
war effort should be provided in a sepa-
rate paper. The main sources consist of
manuscripts of recollections gathered by
the Institute of Social Policy Research
of the Central Committee of the Latvian
Communist Party and safeguarded by
the Latvian State Archives of the Latvian
National Archives (No. PA-200), personal
files at the Latvian National Archives, par-
ticularly Latvian State Historical Archive
and Latvian State Archives, including let-
ters, official documents, photographs etc.,
organised by various institutions during
and after the conflict, as well as lists of
volunteers, their biographies, and other
materials from the International Brigades’
fund of the Spanish Republican Army
(No. 545) at the Russian State Archives
of Social and Political History (Rossijskij
gosudarstvennyj arhiv social’no-politicheskoj
istorii) and volunteers’ letters written to
communistic newspaper Stradnieku Cina
(Workers’ Struggle) that was printed by
Latvian emigrants living in the USA.
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Arrival in Spain and composition
of the unit

According to Janis Palkavnieks, in early
June 1937 in Albacete, Martin$ Andersons,
A. Berezins, Leibs Cerrgins, Karlis Embriks,
Arons Lipkins, Janis Kadikis, J. Palkavnieks
and Daniels Rozenbaums formed a unit.
However, its members changed through-
out their experience in Spain. By early
August 1937, Voldemars BroZzovskis, Janis
Aleksandrs Ofmanis, Juris Alfréds Salmins,
and Janis Volkovs had joined them.
Furthermore, starting from February 1938,
Karlis Jansons, Sergejs Potasovs, Aleksandrs
Timme, Karlis Veihmanis, and since April
1938 — Mikelis Tihomirovs and Janis Vanags
also joined the unit. Additionally, at some
point during 1938, before being injured at
the Battle of Ebro, Juris Klimkans was con-
sidered a member.!®

Unit’s members had a diverse experi-
ence in getting out of Latvia and arriv-
ing in Spain. Some of their experiences
are characterized below. One of the first
to arrive in Spain was M. Tihomirovs,
who received a valid Latvian passport for
travel by claiming that he was going to
visit relatives abroad.!” He left Latvia on
20 December 1936, and arrived in Spain
few days later. At first, he was assigned to
the XV International Brigade together with
other Latvians, but later — to other units,
before joining the Latvian unit.'®

A. Berezins had left Latvian terri-
tory during the First World War. Before
the Spanish Civil War, he lived in Moscow
together with his wife and two children.?®
A. Berezins had previous military experience
in the Workers’ and Peasants’ Red Army
from 1928 to 1930, and he was a member
of the Communist Party since 1930. He ar-
rived in Spain from USSR on 4 May, 1937.
His voyage was arranged by Communist
International, who commanded (in Russian

“byl nami komandirovan”) A. Berezins to
a country “A” (denomination for Spain) and
provided the necessary travel funds in differ-
ent currencies, as well as Czechoslovakian
passport in Miroslav Gocak’s (elsewhere —
Miroslav Hozak) name.* Before leaving
USSR, A. Berezins received specific training
for military tasks in Spain and had to sign
a document promising to deny any con-
nection with the Communist International
or previous presence in the USSR, as well
as not to inform anyone in USSR of his
whereabouts. Since Estonians had to sign
similar documents, this might have been
a frequent practice of the USSR.%

Illegal communistic organizations oper-
ating in Latvia and abroad also supported
volunteers, and communistic beliefs were
significant to most of the unit. J. Palkavnieks
received a passport with a different name
and funds for travel from International Red
Aid. He left Latvia in October 1936 to avoid
being caught by police due to his work in
the Latvian Communist Party. Afterwards,
together with some Latvian emigrants in
Paris and A. Lipkins, who had escaped Latvia
in December 1935 to avoid punishment for
his political actions, J. Palkavnieks helped
other volunteers by organizing support net-
work for Latvians arriving in Paris to receive
further instructions on getting to Spain.
Finally, A. Lipkins, J. Palkavnieks and stu-
dent D. Rozenbaums decided to join others
and arrived in Spain together on 24 May, by
crossing the Pyrenees on foot.??

V. Brozovskis and doctor Peisahs
Bern$tams had also tried to organize
a support network for Latvian volunteers
through Sweden. However, one of the first
Latvian groups, among others including
V. BroZovskis, J. A. Ofmanis, J. A. Salmins
and J. Volkovs, travelling to Spain were
caught on an uninhabited island and de-
tained in Sweden for a month. After their
release, Latvian volunteers continued their
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path through Swedish ports Gothenburg and
Malmo, joining the unit named after Paegle
soon after arriving in Spain.*

New Latvian volunteers arrived in Spain
even in 1938. One of them was Karlis
Jansons, who had previously served in
the French Foreign Legion.>* In the same
manner, A. Timme - sailor and member of
the Communist Party of Belgium - joined
the Republican forces only in early January
of 1938.%

Based on personal data, more than 80%
of all Latvian male volunteers were be-
tween the age of 19 and 31 years in 1936.
Furthermore, most of them were blue-collar
workers, who had had primary, secondary
or vocational education. The majority held
communistic beliefs, knew at least one for-
eign language and had a prior military ex-
perience due to conscription in the Latvian
army. The volunteers of the unit named
after Paegle corresponded to this descrip-
tion, even if some of them (e.g., A. Lipkins,
D. Rozenbaums) received their first mili-
tary training only in Spain.?® As mentioned
previously, some of the members were
even persecuted for their political beliefs.
Additionally, K. Embriks, J. Klimkans and
J. A. Salmins had been punished in Latvia
for committing thefts.?”

Participation in battles

After a month in training, including in-
structions on the use of recently received
45 mm anti-tank guns from the USSR,
the unit named after Paegle departed to
the front lines on the night of 5-6 July,
1937.28 Their first experience in combat
in Spain was during the Battle of Brunete.
J. Palkavnieks described the conditions:

“We cannot get used to the extreme heat.
There are no wells in the area, only with

a telescope can we see water shimmering
in the Guadarrama River, which we cannot
reach. In the evening, Aron and I opened
the first can of canned meat: we were
thirsty, but our aluminum flasks had long
been empty.”?

In August 1937, the anti-tank battery was
withdrawn from its positions and relocated
to participate in the Zaragoza Offensive.
Latvians were positioned a few kilome-
tres away from Zaragoza.*® J. Palkavnieks
was injured by a sniper on 29 August, and
a day later L. Cernins, J. A. Salmin$ and
J. Volkovs were wounded. J. Palkavnieks
stated that the Latvian unit had been in
the most difficult sectors of the front dur-
ing the battles.*

In October 1937, J. Palkavnieks re-
turned to the unit from the hospital. During
the autumn, the Latvian unit participated
in the battles near Huesca for some time,
afterwards they were rotated and started
a training at the end of December. They
left for Extremadura on 5 February 1938,
however, already in March Latvians had to
face the Aragon Offensive. In mid-March,
A. Lipkins was heavily wounded, and
S. PotaSovs, who had only recently arrived in
Spain, was killed.*? Facing a significant en-
emy superiority, according to J. Palkavnieks,
“had a devastating effect on the brain”.*

During the summer of 1938, the unit
participated in the Battle of the Ebro. After
initial successes, the unit faced harsh condi-
tions and lacked drinking water. J. Vanags,
who had been in Spain since December
1936, was killed during the first days of
the battle. While still in positions near Ebro
River, the unit received the order of with-
drawal of foreigners, and J. Palkavnieks
observed a gloomy mood among the clos-
est volunteers, since they were reluctant to
leave the front at the end on 23 September
1938.34

Ginta leva Bikse. The Latvian Unit Named After Leons Paegle in the Spanish Civil War 55



Leisure activities in Spain

During their spare time, the unit’s mem-
bers learned Spanish and used opportunities
to discover Spain. Already during military
training in early Summer of 1937 Latvians
watched a bullfight and explored Spanish ca-
fes and life in the city.® Sports activities like
swimming or climbing were also popular,
whenever it was possible to engage in them.*

Great importance was placed on ideo-
logical training. Some of such lectures were
given by communist J. Palkavnieks. The unit
also read propaganda materials created by
the XIII International Brigade and foreign
newspapers, including Stradnieku Cina.*”
However, due to intense fighting, differ-
ent activities dedicated to strengthening its
members’ ideological beliefs were not as
developed and regular as within the unit
named after Jansons-Brauns.>®

The unit’s members to the editorial
board of Strddnieku Cina presented them-
selves as fervent communists, who fought
in Spain against fascism.*® J. Palkavnieks
had been in contact with Latvians in
the USA before joining the International
Brigades, and these connections were even
more important in Spain when the unit re-
ceived such donations as cigarettes, cocoa,
condensed milk, razor blades, soap, socks,
sugar, tobacco, etc.”’ In gratitude, Latvians
wrote letters of their experience in Spain
that were published in Stradnieku Cina.
J. Kadikis even wrote a poem on Latvians
in Spain.*! Possibly, the unit kept a diary,
which is suggested by publication of its al-
leged fragments.*?

Some of Latvian volunteers from differ-
ent units were well acquainted, thus using
the opportunities to meet and exchange
information on other compatriots.** A spe-
cial evening of celebration was held on
27 February 1938, marking the meeting of
the Latvian units named after J. Jansons-
Brauns and Paegle in Extremadura.

According to different testimonies, both
units were strongly dominated by commu-
nists. In the gathering of 22 fighters, they
spent the evening singing, telling jokes
about Latvian dictator Karlis Ulmanis and
enjoying wine and fried chicken.** Within
this model, a special role was assigned to
A. Berezins. “We all have great respect for
our anti-tank section commander”, wrote
J. Kadikis, furthermore:

“Never have there been so many Latvians in
Spain as tonight, moreover the best sons of
this small nation. Commander Klaudijs sits in
the middle of the room, and around him, as
in the great story about Christ and his discip-
les, sit men with grey hair and blue eyes.”

Other significant events were also
celebrated. One of such occasions was
the second anniversary of fighting in Spain.
J. Palkavnieks wrote that it became a fes-
tive event, as delegates from Tarragona and
nearby villages visited them, bearing gifts
and flowers.*

As the war continued, it became increas-
ingly difficult to ensure quality food, thus,
enjoyment of special dishes and produce
was highly appreciated, and often became
like a small celebration. Sometimes, a lucky
coincidence aided the unit. In August 1938,
Latvians during a respite got a hold of fish
stunned by enemy bombers. Additionally,
the Ebro Valley provided them with fresh
fruit, including peaches and pomegranates.*’

Alcohol also served as a mood enhancer.
However, the Latvian unit struggled with
moderation of the wine given at breakfast
and intended for the entire day.** Some of
the unit’s members drank so much that it
affected their military duties, leading to
punishments.* According to another Latvian
volunteer Janis Cinis:

“Volkoys drinks a lot, Salmin$ sympathizes
with Volkovs, because he is under Volkovs’
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influence. [...] In December 1937, Salmins
listened to me and rarely drank, despite
the fact that Karlis Jansons from Ventspils,
who is a drunkard in the truest sense of
the word, was also there. From what Salmins
said and from Brizovskis’ [V. BroZovskis]
letter, I learned that Volkovs, Hofmanis
[J. A. Ofmanis] and Salmins often drink at
the front and cause arguments.”°

J. Palkavnieks also described such
problems:

“[...] it is difficult for Volkovs to remain
calm. One morning, after receiving a ration
of wine, having stuffed hand grenades be-
hind his belt and taking a rifle, he had ma-
naged to slip through the barbed wire fen-
ce; he climbed further to beat the fascists.
Silently, so that the enemies do not hear, I
call him back. It does not help. I have to
crawl after him and use force.”!

Departure from Spain

The unit named after Paegle had mem-
bers that deserted from the anti-tank bat-
tery. Already after the first battle experience
D. Rozenbaums decided to leave. According
to J. Palkavnieks, the volunteer, instead of
being treated in Spain, he

“went back to France, where his appendi-
citis went away without surgery. Later, this
deserter tried to slander the Spanish free-
dom fighters.”>?

After the Aragon Offensive and before
the battle of Ebro, K. Jansons, J. Volkovs,
J. A. Salmin$ and J. A. Ofmanis had decided
to desert.>® According to the remaining unit
members, the negative influence came from
K. Jansons, who “was unsympathetic to us
from the very beginning”.>* However, Latvians
pitied “politically well-educated” J. Volkovs
and the fact that “Salmins as the driver

escaped with the car when we were in a state
of alarm and were waiting for the order to go
to the front at any moment”.> After desertion,
J. Volkovs and J. A. Salmin$ managed to de-
ceive Latvian authorities of their experience
in Spain. They argued that after illegally
emigrating from Latvia in May 1937, they
had worked on various ships until their ar-
rival in Spain, where they were waiting for
a train to France in Barcelona due to the sale
of a ship, but “they went to a pub, where,
while drinking cheap Spanish wine, they forgot
that they had to go further”.>® Additionally,
J. Volkovs and J. A. Salmin$ convincingly
explained that they tore up their passports
for security reasons and lived in Spain until
they were detained by the police and forced
to choose to join the Republican army or
leave the country.””

The remaining unit members that were
alive and well after the announcement of
withdrawal of all foreign volunteers, faced
difficulties to leave Spain and, as other
Eastern-European nations, were forced
to await further decisions on their pos-
sible repatriation. Starting from October
1938, Latvians from other units joined
the unit named after Paegle, thus gradu-
ally outgrowing unit’s initial purpose and
the necessity of daily self-identification
with it. At the end of January, more than
50 Latvians were gathered near the French
border.>® As the Republicans retreated from
Catalonia, majority of them under the lead-
ership of A. Berezins volunteered to defend
the Spanish Republic once again. After bat-
tles of retreat Latvians crossed the Spanish-
French border around 9 February and were
interned in Argelés-sur-Mer and Saint-
Cyprien internment camps.>

Conclusion

Although communistic beliefs dominat-
ed within the unit, it was not as uniform
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as it might seem, especially after reading
recollections published before the collapse
of the Soviet Union. The unit named after
Paegle was led by A. Berezins, whose life
story reflected broader migration processes
within the Eastern-Europe since the First
World War. Even though he was a Latvian,
his loyalties lied with the Soviet Union,
whose institutions provided training and
commanded him to Spain. He was highly re-
garded by other unit’s members, thus exert-
ing a major influence on Latvian volunteers
and their further indoctrination in commu-
nism and strengthening of beliefs in favour
of USSR, its propaganda and future political
goals in Eastern Europe. The unit’s members
from Latvia, based on their age, ideological
beliefs, military and professional experi-
ence mostly reflected an average Latvian
volunteer. However, their arrival in Spain,
experience in other units, participation in
the unit during the conflict and length of
stay in Spain varied. Notwithstanding that
most of them supported communism, even
the most convinced communists including
A. Berezins could not enforce the discipline
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KOPSAVILKUMS

artilérijas 6. slavu baterija, nosauca savu vienibu Leona Paegles varda. Pilsonu kara laika
grupai pievienojas jauni brivpratigie, un ta bija viena no lielakajam latvieSu grupam Spanija.
Latvijas PSR laika publicétas vairaku grupas dalibnieku atminas, tomér par tas dalibniekiem
sniegta vien fragmentara informacija, cenziiras apstaklos neapliikojot negativas tendences,
pieméram, dezertéSanu.

Izzinot dazadus nepublicétus avotus, konstatéjams, ka L. Paegles varda nosauktaja
grupa dazados periodos ietilpa kopuma 19 personas. Turklat par tas lideri kluva no
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PSRS komandétais latvietis Aleksandrs Berezins (pienemtais vards Spanija — Klaudijs
Cispa (Claudius Chispa)), kas atskiriba no paréjiem grupas dalibniekiem nav uzskatams
par brivpratigo. Raksta uzmaniba galvenokart pievérsta grupas sastavam, iezimém un
iemesliem karot Spanija, raksturotas ari briva laika aktivitates un savstarpgjas attiecibas.
Isi apliikota ari grupas iesaiste kaujas, tomér tas darbibas padzilinata analize no militara
viedokla biitu istenojama atseviska pétijuma.

Kopuma 18 brivpratigie no Latvijas, nemot véra vinu vecumu, parsvara komunistiskos
uzskatus, profesionalo un militaro pieredzi, lielakoties atbilda vidéjam latvieSu
brivpratigajam, kas bija vecuma no 19 lidz 31 gadam, nebija augsti kvalificéta darba
veicgjs, bija ieguvis pamata, vidéjo vai profesionalo izglitibu un militaras priekszinasanas,
pildot obligato militaro dienestu Latvija. Konstatéjams, ka grupas sastavs bija mainigs,
ipasi nemot véra tas aktivo dalibu Spanijas pilsonu kara lielajas kaujas. Tas dalibnieku
pieredze Spanijas pilsonu kara konteksta nebija viendabiga, brivpratigie un A. Berezins
pilsonu kara ierautaja valsti ieradas dazados laikos un pa dazadiem celiem, ka ari grupa
un karadarbiba iesaistijas vairakos atSkirigos posmos. Divi brivpratigie kaujas nogalinati.

Grupa bija izteikti komunistiski noskanota, organizéja ari dazadus propagandas
pasakumus, tomér aktivas karadarbibas un neveiksmigo kauju, ka ari vairaku dalibnieku
alkoholisma dél ta saskaras ar griitibam nodrosinat stingru iek$&jo disciplinu. No L. Paegles
varda nosauktas grupas dezertéja piecas personas, un tas ir loti augsts raditajs. Konstatéjama
arl dazada attieksme un attiecibas grupas dalibnieku starpa — augstu veértéts no PSRS
komunisma un labvélibas stiprinasana pret PSRS, tacu grupa norisinajusies dazadi konflikti,
jo vairaki dalibnieki parmeérigi lietojusi alkoholu.
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The Social Portrait of Latvian Anti-Soviet Armed Resistance
in the Beginning of German-Soviet War in Summer 1941

Latvijas pretpadomju brunotas pretosanas socialais portrets
Vacijas-PSRS kara sakuma 1941. gada vasara
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So far, historiography has focused only on the causes and military aspects of
the Latvian anti-Soviet armed resistance in 1941. The quantitative and qualita-
tive data presented in a survey conducted by the Latvian Statistical Bureau
in 1941-1942 enable analysing the social portrait of the resistance fighters.
The research has yielded the conclusion that the social portrait of the re-
sistance fighters manifested essential differences in ethnic composition and
religious affiliation compared to the social portrait of Latvia’s population in
the pre-war period. On the other hand, it corresponded to the social portrait of
the counties of Latvia that were home to the majority of the resistance mem-
bers. Proportion of married persons among the resistance fighters was at least
by 22.5% higher than the average indicator in the pre-war period, that prob-
ably indicates of higher motivation to resist the Soviet rule among family men.

Keywords: German-Soviet War, occupation, armed Resistance, statistics,
social portrait.

Lidz $im historiografija bija pievérsta uzmaniba tikai 1941. gada vasa-
ras pretpadomju brunotds pretosanas céloniem un militarajam norisém.
1941.-1942. gada Latvijas Statistikas parvaldes veiktas aptaujas kvantitativie
un kvalitativie raditaji lauj analizét pretoSanas dalibnieku socialo por-
tretu. P&tjjuma secinats, ka socialais portrets iezimé bitiskas atsSkiribas
no pirmskara Latvijas nacionala sastava un religiskas piederibas. Tomér
tas atbilst tiem Latvijas aprinkiem, no kurienes naca vairakums preto-
Sands dalibnieku. Ieverojamas atSkiribas konstatétas §gimenes stavokli,
proti, precéto ipatsvars bija vismaz par 22,5% lielaks neka vid&ji pirms

“The article is funded by the Latvian Council of Science, project “Navigating
the Latvian History of the 20"-21% Century: Social Morphogenesis, Legacy and
Challenges” (No. VPP-IZM-Veésture-2023/1-0003).
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kara, kas, iesp&jams, saistits ar lielaku pre-
toSanas motivaciju gimenes cilvéku vida.

Atslégvardi: Vacijas—PSRS kars, okupacija, bru-
nota pretosanas, statistika, socialais portrets.

Introduction

In June 1941, after the invasion of
the Nazi Germany into the Soviet Union,
irregular military units sprung up in
the occupied Baltic republics, including
Latvia. They tried to hamper the retreat
of the Red Army soldiers and Soviet activ-
ists, attacked small Soviet military units,
consistently “combed” forests, guarded
urban and rural centres, and strategic fa-
cilities, etc. These military units formed
by Latvian military and civilians fall into
two categories: 1) spontaneously created
Latvian partisan units; and 2) self-defence
(Selbstschutz) units (commandant’s offices)
established on the German orders. The two
categories co-existed side by side, although
the active period of partisan groups came
to an end earlier, in the second half of July
1941. The total membership of the partisan
units is said to have amounted to at least
6 000 persons and they are believed to have
killed and captured over 2300 Red Army
soldiers and Soviet activists.! It is consid-
ered that the partisans did not take part in
any repressions against the civilians, while
a part of the members of the self-defence
commandant’s offices actively collaborated
with the German occupation regime, also
engaging in the implementation of its politi-
cal and racist goals.? The exact number of
the members of self-defence commandant’s
offices is not known, it is calculated to have
stood between 3000 and 6000 persons.®

So far, historiographers have analysed
the causes of the anti-Soviet armed resis-
tance and its activities in different re-
gions of Latvia, as well as briefly outlined

the composition of resistance groups reach-
ing the conclusion that most of the members
of the partisan and self-defence units had
previous military experience.* However, due
to various reasons (the specific nature of
the topic, lack of sources and the partiality
of the existing ones) the identification of
the members of the resistance movement
has remained outside the research focus.
Most of the resistance fighters remain
anonymous, apart from the few militaries
who were known to broader public, such
as Corporal Zanis Butkus, commander of
the partisan group in Teérvete;®> Lieutenant
Colonel Arvids Reke who commanded
the Latvian partisans during the liberation
of Limbazi town;® Colonel Arvids Kripens,
commander of the so-called “green parti-
sans” of Smiltene;” Lieutenant Colonel Karlis
Aperats®, commander of partisans near
Gulbene, and some others. Moreover, we
are in the dark not only about their names,
but also know nothing about their age, gen-
der, ethnic background, religious affiliation,
education, occupation and other elements of
social portrait that would allow seeing a so-
cial cross-section of this group. This study
is primarily based on data of the survey
organised by the Latvian Statistical Bureau
(hereinafter — LSB) of the German occupa-
tion period a few months after the active
partisan fights came to an end; this source
group gives an opportunity of filling this
information void.

Starting from the autumn of 1941,
the LSB aggregated the statistical data
on various groups of Latvia’s population
that had suffered from the repressions of
the Soviet occupation regime in 1940-1941.
Among the respondent groups were former
members of partisan units who themselves
or through somebody else filled out a stand-
ardised questionnaire, where they had to
indicate their name, birth date, educa-
tion, occupation, marital status, religious
affiliation, property ownership, military
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experience, membership in partisan and/or
self-defence units, information about rela-
tives repressed by the soviet authorities,
etc. This source group, which altogether
provides information about 3824 persons,
contains unpublished and practically unused
in research data and provides an opportunity
to analyse the membership of the aforemen-
tioned irregular units from various vantage
points, as well as enables viewing the caus-
es of the anti-Soviet armed resistance in
the summer of 1941 through the lens of
a social portrait, and could reveal new as-
pects of the resistance fighters’ motivation.

This article is aimed to summarise and
analyse the social portrait of the Latvian
anti-Soviet armed resistance in the summer
of 1941, based on the survey conducted
by the Latvian Statistical Bureau during
the German occupation. With this goal in
mind, the paper sequentially describes three
aspects: 1) the activities of the LSB, as well
as the production and significance of this
source group; 2) the methodological ap-
proach taken by historical research towards
social portraits; 3) the quantitative and
qualitative analysis of the data that the so-
cial portrait builds on. The conclusions are
drawn from the analysis of the aggregated
data.

The operation of the Latvian
Statistical Bureau and its survey

The predecessor of the LSB, the State
Statistical Bureau, was founded in
September 1919 and tasked with the col-
lection and aggregation of economic, de-
mographic and other types of statistical
data. For many years it was chaired by
Margers Skujenieks, under whose leader-
ship the Bureau grew into an internationally
acknowledged institution, which on regular
basis issued economic and demographic
overviews, and from 1927 - also a monthly

publication called Ménesa Biletens (Monthly
Newsletter).® After the Soviet troops occu-
pied Latvia, in September 1940 the Bureau
was renamed the Latvian SSR Economic
Statistical Bureau,!° but after the German
invasion into the USSR and the occupation
of Latvia, the German authorities renamed
it the LSB. During the German occupa-
tion this institution not only was respon-
sible for the collection of economic data,
but also, along with organisation named
The People’s Aid™ (Tautas Palidziba; herein-
after — PA) registered the residents of Latvia
who had suffered from repressions under
the Soviet regime. While the data collected
by the PA were broadly used both during
the German occupation and after the war in
the countries of residence of the Latvian po-
litical emigrees, the materials elaborated by
the LSB, due to various reasons, were never
published in an aggregated form. According
to historian Karlis Kangeris, it was probably
because the data collected by the LSB dif-
fered from those by the PA, namely, the for-
mer listed a lesser number of the victims
of the Soviet regime and, thus, the German
anti-communist propaganda was unwilling
to use these data during the war, and after
the war Latvian researchers in exile did not
use them either.!!

As established by K. Kangeris, the data
was collected with two goals in mind. First,
it was needed to calculate the accessibility
of labour that was necessary for the Labour
and Social Affairs Administration of
the General District of Latvia (Generalbezirk
Lettland) of the Reichskomissariat Ostland.
Second, the aggregated data about the pe-
riod of the communist rule could later serve
“the research of history” as Reichsminister
for the Occupied Eastern Territories of
Ostland Alfred Rosenberg had declared.!?

“It was an aid organization established by
Germans in October 1941 on the basis of
the former Latvian Red Cross.
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It was the latter argument that Oskars
Dankers, Director General for Domestic
Administration and Personnel Affairs re-
ferred to in his 21 November 1941 official
appeal to all towns and civil parishes to
write down their own

“history of the year of the Bolshevik rule.
[...] for the coming generations to be able
to consider the misery brought on this land
and for researchers and historians later to
have access to as plentiful and comprehensi-
ve source material as possible in order to be
able to create large-scale exhaustive acade-
mic studies and descriptions of the absurdi-
ties and horrors of the past year”.

The collected material had to be handed
over to the Directorate General by 1 April
1942.1% Although Dankers’ appeal said no-
thing about the questionnaire prepared by
the LSB, likely, by the time the appeal was
issued, the questionnaire had been elabora-
ted and sent to county chiefs. No details are
available about the survey procedure, but
it may be assumed that it was carried out
with active mediation and participation of
the local and police authorities.

At the end of the Second World War,
the materials collected by the LSB, including
the original questionnaires were transported
to Germany, most likely on the initiative of
the Latvian Self-Administration. In 1946,
under the auspices of the Latvian Central
Committee, the Refugee Life Archive (here-
inafter — RLA) was established and the abo-
ve-mentioned LSB materials became part
of it. Two years later, the RLA together
with the LSB materials were handed over
for safe keeping to the Hoover Institution
Archives of Stanford University (California,
USA),'> where they are stored to this day.
In 2003, the documents of the RLA came at
the disposal of the Latvian State Archives
in the microfilm format,'® thus becoming
accessible to the Latvian researchers locally.

The survey was planned to allow classi-
fying of the persons repressed by the Soviet
regime into concrete categories, as well as
establishing their identity and social back-
ground. The survey questionnaire consti-
tutes one approximately A4 format sheet,
typographically printed on both sides,
with identical information in German and
Latvian (the German language version co-
mes first). In the letterhead, it is noted that
the questionnaire is to be filled out by or
on behalf of all residents that belong to one
of the 12 following categories: 1) killed by
the Bolsheviks; 2) arrested and deported;
3) arrested and gone missing; 4) a partisan
who has fallen in a battle or died from in-
juries; 5) a wounded partisan; 6) partisan;
7) member of security or auxiliary police
who has fallen in a battle or died from in-
juries; 8) a wounded member of security or
auxiliary police; 9) a civilian who has been
killed or died from injuries in the context of
warfare; 10) a civilian wounded in the con-
text of warfare; 11) a person taken away ag-
ainst his/ her will by the Bolsheviks during
their retreat; 12) a person who has esca-
ped the Bolshevik detention (see Figure 1).
The categories represent both civilians and
militaries. The latter group comprises par-
ticipants of spontaneous partisan activities,
as well as members of military and security
structures founded by the German occu-
pation regime. The results of the survey
demonstrate that a part of the members of
the self-defence commandant’s offices has
been placed in the sixth category as “par-
tisans”, thus, the respective group of respon-
dents is not homogeneous and among others
includes persons that only conditionally
qualify as partisans. However, the distinc-
tion of partisans from members of the self-
defence commandant’s offices is a very ti-
me-consuming task that has not been fully
completed yet, since it requires research on
the level beyond that of specific groups, —
a biographical level must also be examined.
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Lettléndisches Statistisches Amt.

Latvijas Statis

-~

j/,___/' g
ok

Auszuftillen und bls zam 15, anuar 1942 dem
Jaizpilda un Nidz 1942. g. 16. janvarim jalesita
Letti#adischen Statlstisch i
Latvijas statistikas parvaldel.

tikas Parvalde.

Fragebogen — Aptauja.

Der Fragebogen muss iiber alle Einwohner, die

Aptauja jaizpilda par visiem iedzivotajiem, kas
Werden. Beim Ausfiillen des Fragebogens sind die
aptauju, attiecigas grupas apziméjums japasviiro.

L. Von den Bolschewisten getdtet.

Nur Qpfer des Bolschewisten- und Judenterrors.
Verhaftet und verschickt.

Alle von den Bolschewisten Verhafieten, von denen die
Gewisshelt vorhanden ist, dass sle verschickt worden sind,

2.

zu einer der angefithrien Gruppen gehdren, ausgefiilit
ierindojas viena no zemak minélam grupam. .!szldot
entsprechenden Gruppenanschriflen zu unterstreichen.

— No boj3evikiem nogalinats.

Vienigi bolseviku un Zidu ferrora upuri.

Apcietinats un izsutits.
Visl no bol3evikiem apcietingtle, par kurlem zinams, ka tle izsd-
titi, tapat sakot ar 1941. g. 13/14. joniju sapemile un izsititie.

sowie die am 13/14, Juni 1941 Verhafteten und Verschickien.

3. Verhaftet und verschollen.
Alle von den Bolschewisten Verhafteten, von deren wei-
terem Schicksal keine Nachrichten vorhanden sind, sowle
alle die spurlos verschollen sind, ausg. die in den Grup-
pen 11. und 12. genannten.

4. Gefallener oder an Verwundungen gestorbener —
Partisan.
Als Partisan wird jeder lettlindische Einwohner betrachiet,
der seit dem 13/14. Junl 1941 mit der Waffe In der Hand
gegen die Bolschewisten gekdmpft hat.

5. Verwundeter Partisan.
(Siehe Hinweise zur Gruppe 4.)

6/ Parlisan.

(Siehe Hinweise zur Gruppe 4.)

Figure 1. Questionnaire of Latvian Statistical Bureau’

District of Latvia, 1941-1942. Source: Hoover Institut

The identification of the respondent’s
category is followed by 15 questions about
the concrete person: 1. name, surname and
father’s name; 2. place of residence; 3. place
and date of birth; 4. ethnicity; 5. religion;
6. citizenship; 7. education; 8. marital status;
9. occupation before and after the Soviet
occupation on 17 June 1940; 10. informa-
tion about property; 11. information about
the Soviet-inflicted repressions; 12. infor-
mation about military service in Latvian
Armed Forces (hereinafter — LAF); 13. in-
formation about participation in partisan
struggle; 14. information about the family
members of the Soviet-repressed person
(if applicable); 15. information whether
the data about the Soviet-repressed person
have also been submitted to the People’s
Aid. In the current article, the survey data

Apcietinats un pazudis.

Visl no bojSevikiem apcietinatle, par kupu talako likteni nekas
nav zinams, tapat visi bez vests pazudusie, izpemot 11. un 12.
grupd uzradamos.

Kritis vai no ievainojuma miris partizans.

Par partizanu uzskatams lkviens Latvijas iedzivotals, kas sakot
ar 1941 g. 13/14. janiju ar ierocl roka cinljies pret bojSevikiem.

Tevainots parlizans,
(Skat. 4. grupas noradijumu.)

— Pagi
al 4. grupas noradijumu.)

s survey. Reichskommissariat Ostland, the General
ion Library & Archives, 48017

pertaining to a social portrait is aggregated
and analysed, i.e., information provided in
questions 2 to 11. For comparison purposes,
a part of the data provided in questions 12
and 13 is used, however, the analysis of mil-
itary portrait is a task of a different study.

Altogether, the questionnaires on 3753
“partisans” from the 6™ category survive to
this day, as well as those of 71 wounded
partisans from the 5% category (in total,
3824 questionnaires).!” The actual number
is slightly higher than indicated in historical
literature. Probably, a mistake has occurred
during the aggregation of the survey data
by the LSB, and later — due to research-
ers’ failure to verify the figure, thus, it has
slipped into historiography.'® The number
of anti-Soviet resistance fighters derivable
from the questionnaires considerably differs
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from the one that figures in historiography
(see the introduction). There are objective
reasons for the discrepancy. First, the ex-
act number of partisans and self-defence
fighters is not known due to irregularities
in their registration and lack of sources.
Second, it turns out that the questionnaires
contain no data about several well-known
resistance fighters whose activities have lat-
er been described in their own memoirs or
works by other authors. The total number
of such resistance members missing from
the questionnaires is not known, but prob-
ably amounts to several hundred. Reasons
for their failure to fill out the question-
naire may be different: for example, ser-
vice in the Auxiliary police battalions
(Schutzmannschaft) in Leningrad front, or
large amount of work in the domestic secu-
rity structures. Nevertheless, the number of
partisans, who have filled out the question-
naire is relatively high and representable
and, even failing to know the exact number
of the armed resistance fighters, it may be
assumed that the survey covered the major-
ity of them.

The questionnaires were filled out in
Riga and 18 counties in Latvia, i.e., in all
Latvian counties, except Aizpute. Possibly,
the questionnaires from Aizpute county
have disappeared during the transfer of
LSB materials as, according to the German-
period press publications and information
provided by the criminal files of the Latvian
residents arrested by the LSSR KGB, the par-
tisan and self-defence fighters’ activities
have been recorded in at least five civil
parishes of Aizpute county.’ The former
commanders or members of the anti-Soviet
resistance groups completed the question-
naires in their actual place of residence,
which not always was the same as the place
of their partisan activities (see Figure 2).
Sometimes their partisan operations took
place in the neighbouring civil parish and
at times — in a different county or even

region of Latvia. Altogether, approximately
11% of the members of resistance groups
had carried out their partisan activities in
a different county than the one they resided
in at the time of filling out the question-
naire. Furthermore, not all respondents have
answered the question about the place of
their residence and partisan operations.
The question about the respondent’s last
place of residence has not been answered
in 13 questionnaires, and the place of op-
eration has not been specified in 263 cases,
which altogether constitute 6.9% of all
questionnaires.

According to the survey data, for almost
2/3 of respondents the last place of resi-
dence and the place of their armed resist-
ance was Talsi, Jelgava, Riga or Valmiera
counties. The most broadly represented
Latvia’s region is Vidzeme, altogether 47.5%
of respondents having carried out their par-
tisan activities in one of the five counties
of this region (Riga, Césis, Madona, Valka
or Valmiera). The lowest armed resistance
activity is recorded in Latgale region, where
the questionnaire was filled out by only 7%
of the total number of respondents. This fact
leaves an impact on some aspects of the so-
cial portrait.

Most of the questionnaires have been
filled out by hand, using various types of
ink. In places, ink has smudged to the point
that it is difficult to read the answer.
However, only in a few questionnaires
the handwriting is absolutely illegible, or
ink has smudged so badly that it is com-
pletely impossible to read the text. A small
proportion of the questionnaires have been
filled out on typewriter. In some cases, nu-
merous questionnaires coming from a par-
ticular settlement have been completed in
the same handwriting, which suggests that
often the questionnaires were filled out by
a person specifically assigned for this job,
most often a former member of an anti-
Soviet group who worked in the respective
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Figure 2. The number of members of the Latvian anti-Soviet armed resistance by their last place of
residence and place of operation. Source: Hoover Institution Library & Archives, 48017

Janis Tomasevskis. The Social Portrait of Latvian Anti-Soviet Armed Resistance ..

69



local authority or police department. Thus,
for example, in Auce civil parish, on behalf
of 31 (out of 41) members of Auce partisan
unit who were living in the civil parish,
the questionnaire was filled out by Ansis
Samts, a member of this unit. His own ques-
tionnaire reveals that he was born in Riga
in 1906, resided in Auce, before the Soviet
occupation was a police officer, during
the Soviet occupation year worked as a car-
penter and in late June-early July of 1941
joined Auce partisan unit.?’ It cannot be
ruled out that during the German occupa-
tion he returned to the police service and
consequently filled out the questionnaires
on behalf of the partisans of his civil parish.
Situation was similar in the neighbouring
Vecauce civil parish, where 53 question-
naires were filled out by Alfréds-Martins
Verners who was born in Béne civil parish
in 1901, had also been a member of Auce
partisan group and both during the Soviet
occupation, as well as at the time of fill-
ing out the questionnaire held the posi-
tion of the senior police officer in Vecauce
civil parish, as testified by a special official
stamp that was applied under the signature
heading.?! Elsewhere, for example, in dif-
ferent settlements in Césis county, most
of the questionnaires were filled out by
the respective respondents, as evidenced
by different handwritings and personal sig-
natures at the bottom of the questionnaire.??

Methodology

Social portrait as a research object in
historical studies has featured differently,
both in terms of content and methodology,
but all such studies have in common the as-
piration to show a specific social group in
a specific context. The development of
social history as a specific historical disci-
pline received an impetus from the Annales
School, the representatives of which already

from the 1930s demonstrated interest in
the “ordinary man’s” role in history,
in microhistory and in society as an actor
affecting historical changes in contrast to
the then dominating political history, which
allocated the main role to the political elite
and its decisions. After the Second World
War, the methodology of the social sciences
and anthropology began to be increasingly
integrated into historical research, develop-
ing interdisciplinary approach to research,
which is known as historical sociology.??

In the 1970s, British historian Lawrence
Stone raised to the forefront the notion of
prosopography, which he defined as a study
of common background characteristics of
a group of actors in history. Such study, in
his opinion, must investigate the collective
biography of the group, namely, the shared
life conditions of the group members in
a specific period of time.

According to Stone, prosopographical
studies in historical research address two
interrelated, yet different problems. First of
all, they focus on small political and eco-
nomic elite groups, whose power is based
on kinship, education, welfare, values and
beliefs. Second, through the application of
statistical data and quantitative research
methods, the researcher arrives at general
conclusions about a broader social group.
As a result of such analysis of group data,
several “ideal types” emerge that reflect
shared trends in the analysed data cluster
but do not correlate to any actual example.?*
In case of the target group of this article,
the “ideal types” are models of individuals’
social portrait that enable making conclu-
sions about their social background, gender,
ethnicity, education, etc. They also allow
linking this group with expressions of anti-
Soviet resistance in different regions of
Latvia in the summer of 1941.

As noted by Polish cultural anthropolo-
gist Joanna Tokarska-Bakir, the research
of a social portrait may be particularly
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fruitful for topics where the range of pri-
mary sources is insufficient to permit visu-
alising the relevant past events clearly and
without hesitation. By creating social por-
traits (“series of individual biographies”) it
is possible to distinguish between plausible
and implausible scenarios of an event and
thus to rule out the latter.® Two American
researchers — Donald Macraild and Avram
Taylor — have underlined that the research
of social history has opened new fields of
historical study and revived the discipline
of history. Yet, at the same time, it has
fragmented the research, leaving many
questions unanswered.?® Elements of social
portrait are variable in Latvian histori-
ans’ works, and predominantly depend on
the specifics of the sources and the possibili-
ties they open up. The most frequently stud-
ied aspects are social background, gender,
age, ethnicity, education, etc.”

At the beginning of the Second World
War, Latvia’s population constituted almost
1.9 million, and before the summer of 1941
it saw considerable changes. The largest
changes in scale in the population numbers
were brought about by the repatriation of
the Baltic Germans (circa 63 000), as well
as 14 June 1941 deportation of Latvia’s resi-
dents (circa 16 000) and evacuation of resi-
dents of various ethnicities (circa 50 000) to
remote regions of the USSR after the inva-
sion of the German army on 22 June 1941.
These changes in the population numbers
clearly affected also the social portrait of
the anti-Soviet resistance, yet, on the other
hand, the above events, especially the de-
portations, served as a factor that largely
dictated the formation of the anti-Soviet
armed groups and their motivation.

The results of the LSB survey are
validated, using data from the last full-
fledged pre-war population census of 1935.
The next registration of population took
place during the German occupation, in
August 1941, when it was conducted for

the needs of the distribution of food and
other prime necessities.?® However, during
this census, data pertaining only to a few
specific aspects of social portrait (gender,
ethnicity, religious affiliation and occupa-
tion) were collected, moreover, these data
were not collected in Riga and are not avail-
able in an aggregated form. Thus, the most
impartial source for verification is the data
provided by 1935 population census that
view Latvian society from various perspec-
tives and allow to understand the general
picture. Furthermore, most of the aspects
of social portrait analysed below largely re-
mained static over the years and hence are
suitable for verification purposes. In creat-
ing the social portrait, the aforementioned
changes in population figures are taken into
account as much as possible.

Social portrait

Further below follows the analysis of
several parameters of social portrait that
are offered by the LSB survey. They are or-
dered according to the author’s considera-
tions, and the sequence does not necessarily
comply with that of the respective questions
in the survey questionnaire.

1. Ethnicity and citizenship. Ethnicity
and citizenship are among the main factors
constituting ethnic identity and belonging
to a specific nation and state, although they
do not guarantee that under specific histori-
cal conditions the citizen will demonstrate
loyalty to the state.

The citizenship and ethnicity indicated
in the survey questionnaires compellingly
asserts the numerical predominance of
the citizens of Latvia and ethnic Latvians
among the Latvian partisans and self-
defence fighters. Namely, 99.8% of re-
spondents were former citizens of Latvia
(former, because at that point Latvia was
occupied and as a state existed only de iure),
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99.1% of them belonging to the titular na-
tion. In the data of the 1935 population cen-
sus, the proportion was 97.7% and 75.5%,
respectively,? revealing considerable differ-
ences in the ethnic composition of the re-
spondents of the two surveys (see Figure 3).
The questionnaires allowed identifying only
six persons that were citizens of a different
state (two were citizens of Lithuania, two
of Poland, and one — of Estonia) or holders
of the so-called Nansen passport, i.e., state-
less persons (one case). Of these, two were
ethnic Latvians, two — Lithuanians, one —
German and one - Pole. Five of them were
born abroad, while the “partisan” of German
ethnicity (Jazeps Liperts) was born and
raised in Nigrande civil parish (which was
bordering on Lithuania) in Liepaja county.
This respondent who was born in 1917, took
part in partisan fights in Nigrande civil par-
ish under the command of First Lieutenant
Freimanis (his given name has not been
established), and held a Nansen passport.*
The fact that he had filled out the ques-
tionnaire and took part in partisan fights
confirms that he, unlike most of his com-
patriots, had not used his ethnic German’s
opportunity to repatriate to Germany in
1939-1941. Among the respondents, there is
a person named Alberts Liperts, also born in

Nigrande civil parish two years after Jazeps
(it is likely that they were brothers), but
a citizen of Latvia.®! Probably, the date of
birth had been of decisive importance here,
i.e., the younger brother was born after
the proclamation of Latvia’s independence.
However, the status of a stateless person did
not prevent the older brother from joining
an armed anti-Soviet unit.

Regarding the ethnic background of
the respondents, only 0.9% of them were
not ethnic Latvians. This small proportion
altogether corresponds to 36 persons:
11 ethnic Germans, nine Russians, five
Estonians, five Lithuanians, four Poles,
one Belarussian and one Ukrainian. Such
vast numerical predominance of ethnic
Latvians can be attributed to the fact that
before the Second World War, just like
today, the largest proportion of ethnic
non-Latvians lived in Latgale region, where
partisan activity did not spread on a scale
as large as in other regions. Conversely,
the largest proportion of partisans and
the greatest partisan activity was recorded
in ethnically the most Latvian region,
Vidzeme. Likewise, it cannot be ruled out
that the drive to launch an armed struggle
against the Soviet regime was the greatest
among the ethnic Latvians: while all citizens

1941 — 0.9%
1935 24.5%
\
0.0% 20.0% 40.0% 60.0% 80.0% 100.0%
W Latvians Other

Figure 3. Ethnic composition according to 1935 census and the LSB survey of the Latvian anti-Soviet armed
resistance in 1941. Sources: SALNITIS. Ceturta tautas skaitiSana Latvija 1935. gada. Riga 1936.; Hoover

Institution Library & Archives, 48017
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of Latvia, irrespective of their ethnic
roots, completed the mandatory military
service in the LAF, most of the members
of the voluntary para-military Aizsargi
organisation were ethnic Latvians and their
solidarity persisted after 14 June 1941
deportations, when a part of the Aizsargi fled
to forest and started to form armed groups.
The combatants of the Soviet workers’ guard
and exterminators’ battalions, which were
formed in Latvia and in late June—early July
of 1941 retreated from Latvia’s territory and
came under partisan attacks, later in their
memoirs mostly referred to the Latvian
armed units as “aizsargi”’;** in a large part
of cases, this label could indeed match
the partisans’ former affiliation. Admittedly,
the questionnaire did not ask the respondents
about their former membership in Aizsargi
organisation, thus, this data cluster does not
allow determining the proportion of aizsargi
among the members of the anti-Soviet
resistance movement.

The survey revealed a large decrease
of the proportion of all ethnic minori-
ties among the respondents compared to
the 1935 census. In case of the Germans,
an additional reason of decrease clearly is
the campaigns for the repatriation of ethnic
Germans. To consider a reason that would
be common for all involved ethnicities,
the relatively small activity of ethnic mi-
norities was probably due to the predomi-
nantly distanced relations between ethnic
Latvians and other ethnicities in the inter-
war period; the Soviet occupation regime
did not help in this regard, either. Rather,
its repressive political system fragmented
Latvia’s society still further. Yet, the pres-
ence of the representatives of the aforemen-
tioned ethnicities in the anti-Soviet armed
groups testifies that some representatives
of ethnic minorities were ready to fight
against the Soviet regime side by side with
the Latvians. However, each case should be
viewed individually, and representatives of

ethnic minorities may have had different
motivation for their membership in armed
anti-Soviet groups. Thus, Captain Teodors
Melnikovs (1892-1974), commander of
the self-defence commandant’s office
of Krape civil parish and an ethnic Russian,
became engaged in armed anti-Soviet activi-
ties after his wife (an ethnic Latvian) and
two of their four daughters were deported
on 14 June. This former officer of the
Imperial Russian Army and the LAF, who
was born in Smolensk (Russia), from 1919
had run his father-in-law’s farm in Krape
civil parish, joined the anti-Soviet move-
ment with an aim to facilitate the return of
his family members to Latvia.®®

2. Gender. After reviewing all the avail-
able questionnaires, the impression is that
anti-Soviet armed groups consisted of male
members only. Unlike in case of the post-
war armed resistance groups that also had
women in their ranks,** no female mem-
ber is mentioned in the 1941 LSB survey.
However, it cannot be ruled out that there
may have been a few women in partisan or
self-defence units as evidenced by the fact
that the LSB summaries of the killed parti-
san questionnaires mention an anonymous
woman who was born in 1907 and lost
her life in Riga county.* Her identity has
not been established yet. It should also be
kept in mind that the partisan movement
is traditionally considered as consisting of
the active part (partisans) and the passive
one (supporters, a large part of whom were
women), which was the case in the summer
of 1941, as testified by newspapers issued
during the German occupation, where in
some cases female supporters and even
female partisans are mentioned by their
names.*® Meanwhile, it should be noted
that in the summer of 1941 the number of
women involved in partisan activities, most
likely, was smaller than in the post-war pe-
riod, when resistance to the Soviet regime
continued for several years.
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Despite that, the total numerical domi-
nance of men among the survey respondents
was a logical result of the fact that women
were not mobilised either in the LAF or
the 24" territorial corps of the Red Army,
and military activities were left exclusively
to men at that time. There were female
members in Aizsargi organisation, but there,
too, their duties were mostly related to eco-
nomic, medical and cultural matters rather
than military exercises. However, the gen-
der proportion in anti-Soviet groups certain-
ly was not as unambiguous as the results of
the survey lead us to think.

3. Age. To conduct military activities,
one must have had certain physical training
and possess the skills required to use weap-
ons. For a good reason, armies mobilise
residents who are in the prime of their lives
(men aged 18 to 35 years), since in this age
interval the person has sufficiently matured
physically and is usually best able to per-
form the activities that the army demands.
In the case of the Latvian armed anti-Soviet
resistance, there was no “mandatory draft”,
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26-30
21-25
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i.e., it was a voluntary decision, dictated by
each person’s beliefs and motivation to fight
despite the fact that this decision involved
risks to the person’s health and life.

The LSB survey data show that the men
involved in the anti-Soviet movement were
of very different age groups. The youngest
was born on 20 July 1926, which means that
he joined Valmiera self-defence unit before
he had turned 15.*” The oldest “partisan”
came from Lielvarde civil parish and was
born on 12 February 1867, thus, in the sum-
mer of 1941 he was already 74.%® However,
as shown in Figure 4, relatively very young
and elderly members constituted only a small
part of the resistance fighters, the majority
being men in the prime of their lives.

The largest age group is formed by
the males in the age range of 31-35 years,
with the males aged 26-30 and 36-40-years
also constituting a considerable portion
of the respondents. Altogether this larger
group comprising males aged 26-40 years
make up for more than 3/5 (62%) of all re-
spondents. The age group of 21-41, namely,

|
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Figure 4. Age structure of the Latvian anti-Soviet armed resistance in 1941 according to the LSB survey.

Source: Hoover Institution Library & Archives, 48017
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those who were born in 1900-1920, rep-
resents % (75%) of all respondents, which
means that the majority of them had begun
their military service during the Latvian
Independence War or later, in the peacetime
LAF. According to the survey data, 87.3%
of the respondents in this age group had
served in the LAF and in the summer of
1941 this fact probably also contributed to
their motivation to fight against the regime,
which had annihilated Latvia’s national
independence.

4. Marital status. This element of social
portrait has been validated through com-
parison with the marital status of males
in the data of the 1935 population census
(see Figure 5). Clearly, the sharpest differ-
ence is the proportion of single and married
men. To consider the 1935 data in greater
detail, the respondents’ region of residence
did not play any major role in this regard,
while there were essential differences in
the proportion of married and single men
in various age groups. From the age group
of 30-35 years upwards, the proportion of
married men exceeds the average Figure in
the census, but in the age group of younger

than 29 it is lower than the average.*® In
the LSB survey data, the proportion of mar-
ried men was even higher, as most of the
respondents were aged 30 and above, and
in this age group the proportion of married
men considerably exceeded that of single
ones. Probably, in the summer of 1941 it
was the married men who were most mo-
tivated to take part in the partisan war in
order to attempt either to revenge repres-
sions that their families had suffered, or to
protect their families from new repressions.
This is one of the hypotheses that the pre-
sent research has put forward and that can
be proved or refuted by further research.
5. Religious affiliation. According to
the data of 1935 census, 99.8% of the popu-
lation belonged to a religious denomina-
tion.* This confirms the great importance of
religion in Latvia’s society before the Second
World War. The LSB survey data reveal
a similar picture: all the respondents who
had indicated the respective information
(99.7%) belonged to a religious denomina-
tion. However, there are also considerable
differences between the data of the popula-
tion census and the LSB survey. In the 1941
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Q /\
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Figure 5. Marital status according to 1935 Latvian census and the LSB survey of the Latvian anti-Soviet
armed resistance in 1941. Sources: SALNITIS. Ceturta tautas skaitisana Latvija; Hoover Institution Library &

Archives, 48017

Janis Tomasevskis. The Social Portrait of Latvian Anti-Soviet Armed Resistance .. 75



survey, same as in 1935, the major religious
groups were three Christian denominations
(Lutherans, Catholics and Orthodox believ-
ers), but their proportion is vastly different
(see Figure 6).

87.9% of the respondents of the sur-
vey belonged to the Lutheran denomina-
tion, which is a considerable proportional
increase compared to the 1935 census. It
can be easily explained: the largest part of

B Other
M catholics

Old Belie

1935

M Lutherans

Orthodox

the resistance fighters came from the coun-
ties where the proportion of Lutherans was
traditionally high. Thus, in the four most
broadly represented counties: Talsi, Riga,
Jelgava and Valmiera, inhabited by 60% of
all respondents, 95.2% of the population
were Lutherans. Conversely, the counties
of Latgale region, the origin of most of
the Catholics and Orthodox believers, con-
tributed “only” 11.1% of the respondents
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Figure 6. Religious affiliation according to 1935 Latvian census and the LSB survey of the Latvian

anti-Soviet armed resistance of 1941. Sources: SALNIT
Institution Library & Archives, 48017
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Figure 7. Last attended educational institution of Latvian anti-Soviet armed resistance in 1941 according

to the LSB survey. Source: Hoover Institution Library
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of the LSB survey, and in these coun-
ties the proportion of the Catholics and
Orthodox believers was considerably higher
than elsewhere in Latvia: 55% and 5.7%,
respectively. Admittedly, in the 1941 sur-
vey Latgale region also contributed a higher
proportion of Lutherans than in the 1935
census: 39.2% (compared to the 11% on
average in 1935%).

6. Education. The data on the last at-
tended educational institution show that
almost 2/3 of partisans and self-defence
fighters had either graduated from or were
studying at a primary school, more than 1/5
had either graduated from or were study-
ing at a secondary educational institution,
while almost each twentieth respondent
had enrolled at or graduated from a high-
est educational institution, the Military
College of Latvia (Latvijas Kara skola) or
the Higher Military School (Augstaka Kara
skola; see Figure 7). These data reveal that
among the members of the armed resistance
movement there were practically no illit-
erate persons. It was due to the relatively
good education system in Latvia before
the war. The validation of these data should
be placed in the context of the structure of
economy and education in pre-war Latvia.

7. Occupation (before and after
the Soviet invasion). Occupation and so-
cial status present an important element of
the social portrait of the armed resistance
members. The respondents had to indicate
their occupation before and after 17 June
1940 (the Soviet invasion), and these data
potentially show a certain dynamics in their
social status. A part of the respondents has
indicated a particular employer and job title
(e.g., trainee at A/S Vairogs, motor mechanic
at Olaine peat factory, etc.), while others
have indicated only their field of business
(e.g., agriculturist, craftsman, worker, etc.)
or type of job (hired employee, civil servant,
manager, etc.) that, in some cases, makes
it difficult to establish the person’s field of

occupation. In most cases, however, it has
been possible to identify at least the sphere
of activity, which has been classified on
the basis of the 1935 census data.

The aggregated survey data (see
Figure 8) reveal the employment structure
of the anti-Soviet resistance fighters as an-
other proof of Latvia’s status as an agrar-
ian country before the Second World War.
Before and after the Soviet invasion, just
like it was before the war, approximately
3/5 of the would-be armed resistance
fighters were employed in agriculture. It
was followed by industry, the proportion
of industrial workers among the resistance
fighters being considerably smaller than in
the 1935 data. However, after the Soviet
invasion, a considerable proportion of re-
sistance members (4.3%) had chosen to
change their field of occupation in favour
of industry, or had been forced to do so
after losing their previous job or type of
employment. Irrespectively of that, it can
be observed that resistance to the Soviet
regime had attracted a smaller number
of industrial workers than among the re-
spondents of the 1935 census. This was
probably related to the prevalence of leftist
stance among factory workers. According
to the 1935 data, the third most popular
field of activity was trade, however, among
the armed resistance members of 1941,
the third most broadly represented sphere
was public administration and security,
namely, employment in state institutions
or local authorities, or service in the LAF.
In the LSB survey, this field of occupation is
approximately 2.5 times more broadly rep-
resented than in the pre-war (1935 census)
data, and testifies to a considerable involve-
ment of the former state administration and
army representatives in armed resistance.

Regretfully, it is difficult to establish
the respondents’ social status, i.e., their job
position, property ownership etc., due to
limited range and incompleteness of data.
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Figure 8. Occupation according to 1935 Latvian census and the LSB survey of the Latvian anti-Soviet
armed resistance in 1941. Sources: SALNITIS. Ceturta tautas skaitiana Latvija; Hoover Institution Library &

Archives, 48017

It does not allow objective comparison with
the respective pre-war data. It is possible,
however, to identify changes in social status
in some professional groups by comparing
their proportion among the respondents
before and after the Soviet invasion. For
example, after 17 June 1940, the category
“odd job worker” saw a fourfold increase
(from 33 to 133 cases). It shows that after
the Soviet occupation at least 100 survey re-
spondents (2.6%) were forced to earn their
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living by odd jobs. The proportion of police
officers, on the other hand, demonstrates
a considerable decrease. While before
the Soviet occupation 106 future resistance
fighters were employed in the sphere of
the maintenance of public order, thereafter
this number had plummeted to two (militia
workers).*? It points to substantial changes
in the social status of the former police of-
ficers and probably also testifies to their
motivation to resist the Soviet regime and
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thereby facilitate the restoration of their
status.

8. Property ownership. Motivation to
resist the Soviet rule can be indicated not
only by changes in person’s social status
(forced change of occupation, demotion,
termination of employment), but even more
so — by changes in property ownership. In
1940-1941, the Soviet rule began the na-
tionalisation of banks, industrial, commer-
cial and transportation enterprises, as well
as large properties and farms;* and a part
of the future anti-Soviet resistance members
were affected by these measures. The com-
parison of the proportion of land or house
owners in the 1935 census and the 1941
survey (see Figure 9) shows that among
the anti-Soviet armed resistance fighters
this proportion is lower by 10%.

The questionnaires reveal that under
the Soviet occupation 104 (2.7%) re-
spondents had undergone nationalisation
of their property or a part of it. Six other
respondents reported the nationalisation of
their moveable property, such as a truck.
The breakdown of the nationalised proper-
ties by county shows that the largest num-
ber of respondents who had experienced
nationalisation came from Valmiera (21),
Talsi (16) and Ceésis (13) counties, but

1941

1935

0%

10%

20% 30%  40%

® Owner

proportionally to the number of prop-
erty owners among the resistance fighters,
the largest number of those whose prop-
erty had been nationalised was registered
in Kuldiga county, where out of 38 future
resistance fighters who had owned property,
13 (34.2%) had lost it due to nationalisa-
tion. Césis county comes next with 22.5%,
followed by Valmiera county with 12%.
From considering the repressions of
economic nature, the study proceeds
to the analysis of political repressions.
74 (1.9%) of the survey respondents in-
dicated that themselves or their relatives
had suffered political repression or gone
into hiding in fear of repression. The most
often mentioned types of repressions are
arrest (22 cases or 0.57%) and deportation
of family or other relatives (10 cases or
0.26%). A separate category that derives
from the answers in the survey is a risk of
being arrested or deported that made the re-
spective persons flee their homes and go
into hiding in forests (20 cases or 0.52%).
Thus, altogether 172 (4.5%) of all sur-
vey respondents themselves or their rela-
tives had suffered economic and/or politi-
cal repressions from the hands of the Soviet
rule. These data testify that a part of
the respondents had a clear material and

50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Non-owner

Figure 9. Owners of real estate according to 1935 Latvian census and the LSB survey of the Latvian anti-
Soviet armed resistance of 1941. Source: SALNITIS. Ceturta tautas skaitiS8ana Latvija; Hoover Institution

Library & Archives, 48017
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political motivation to take up weapons and
fight against the retreating Soviet troops.
However, it is likely that there were many
more who had not suffered repressions per-
sonally but had heard of other compatriots
who had been deported or underwent a dif-
ferent type of repressions, and it may have
motivated them to join an armed anti-Soviet
group or even to head one.

9. Military experience. The last ele-
ment of social portrait considered in this
article is the military background of the re-
sistance members. As shown in Figure 10,
almost % of all respondents had served in
the Latvian Armed Forces, either doing pro-
fessional military service (career officers),
mandatory military service, or service on
re-engagement (and a part of them had
served also in the Imperial Russian Army
or some other army). Hence, these resist-
ance members were familiar with warfare,
even though the LAF had not trained them
in the tactics of partisan warfare. According
to the survey data, only 6% of all resistance
members had served in the 24" Territorial

B Yes No

Figure 10. Military experience (service in

the Latvian Armed Forces or Red Army’s

24" Riflemen Corps) according to the LSB survey
of the Latvian anti-Soviet armed resistance of
1941. Source: Hoover Institution Library &
Archives, 48017

Riflemen Corps, which was formed as part
of the Red Army on the basis of the LAF,
and only 10 (4.3%) of these had not served
in the LAF earlier.

It should be mentioned (and this is
confirmed by the LSB survey data) that,
on the whole, the society of interwar pe-
riod Latvia (men in particular) was famil-
iar with military matters and this was not
only attributable to their service in the LAF
(which was mandatory for all men of con-
scription age), but also due to their activi-
ties in Aizsargi organisation, which during
the peacetime in the late 1930s had as many
as 68 000 members.** In 1941, too, most of
the members of anti-Soviet armed resistance
knew how to use weapons. Admittedly, they
could use these skills only in small groups
and launch relatively small-scale military
operations, as larger operations were impos-
sible due to the small number of resistance
fighters and insufficient armament.*

Conclusion

During the Second World War,
the social structure of Latvia’s society
was considerably undermined. The Soviet
occupation that began in June 1940 and
the numerous repressions carried out by
the occupation regime antagonised many
residents of Latvia against the Soviet rule
and in June, as the German invasion into
the Soviet Union started, it motivated
several thousands of Latvia’s residents to
launch armed anti-Soviet resistance. So far,
only military events of the armed resistance
have been studied, and the social portrait
of the resistance members has been almost
entirely neglected. The data of the survey
conducted by the Latvian Statistical
Bureau in 1941-1942 enable viewing
the membership of the anti-Soviet armed
resistance in social cross-section.
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The current study has yielded the conclu-
sion that the social portrait of the resistance
fighter corresponded to that of the popula-
tion of the areas of Latvia that were home
to the majority of the resistance members,
namely, Riga, Jelgava, Valmiera and Talsi
counties. This factor left the greatest impact
on the ethnic composition and religious af-
filiation of the resistance membership that
essentially differed from the social portrait
of Latvia’s population before the Second
World War. The most sparsely represented
region in the survey was Latgale (7% of re-
spondents). This resulted in the proportion
of ethnic Latvians and Lutherans among
the resistance members being considerably
higher than the average in Latvia before
the war. Does it testify that the population
of Latgale region was less motivated to of-
fer armed resistance to the Soviet regime?
Probably so, but the LSB survey data alone
is not a sufficient source base to prove this
assumption.

The age structure shows that most (62%)
of the resistance members were men, 2640
years of age. It can be placed in the context
of military experience. Namely, the abso-
lute majority of men in this age group had
done mandatory military service or service
on re-engagement in the Latvian Armed
Forces that gave them additional motivation
and commitment to join the armed resist-
ance movement. Considerable differences,
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KOPSAVILKUMS

Lidz $im historiografija ir analizéti pretpadomju brunotas pretosanas céloni, darbiba
dazados Latvijas regionos, ka ari isuma ieskicéts grupu dalibnieku sastavs, nonakot pie
secindjuma, ka partizanu un pasaizsardzibas vienibas veidoja galvenokart cilveki ar
militaru pieredzi. Tacu dazadu iemeslu dél arpus pétijumu loka palikusi jautajumi par
pretosanas kustibas dalibnieku vecumu, dzimumu, nacionalo piederibu, ticibu, izglitibu,
nodarbo3anos, militaro pieredzi u. c. sociala portreta elementiem. Sadu iespéju piedava
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§1 pétijuma pamata izmantota avotu grupa — vacu okupacijas laika Latvijas Statistikas
parvaldes aptauja, kas organizéta 1941. gada rudeni, tikai daZus méneSus péc partizanu
aktivo cinu beigam. Si avotu grupa, kas kopuma ietver informaciju par 3824 personam,
satur lidz $im nepublicétus un pétnieciba faktiski neizmantotus datus un paver iespéjas
analizét minéto neregularo militaro vienibu dalibnieku sastavu no dazadiem skatpunktiem,
ka ari lauj caur sociala portreta prizmu paraudzities uz 1941. gada vasaras pretpadomju
brunotas pretosanas céloniem un, iespé&jams, ieraudzit jaunus motivacijas aspektus. Raksta
apskatita: 1) Latvijas Statistikas parvaldes darbiba un minétas avotu grupas tapSana un
nozime; 2) sociala portreta metodologija véstures pétnieciba; 3) sociala portreta datu
kvantitativa un kvalitativa analize.

Pétijuma secinats, ka socialais portrets atbilst tiem Latvijas aprinkiem, no kurienes
naca vairakums pretoSanas dalibnieku, proti, Rigas, Jelgavas, Valmieras un Talsu
aprinkim. Sis faktors vislielako iespaidu atstdja uz nacionalo sastavu un religisko
piederibu, kas biitiski atSkiras no Latvijas sociala portreta pirms Otra pasaules kara.
Vismazak aptaujas dalibnieku bija Latgalé (7%), kas nozimé&ja to, ka latvieSu un
luteranu Ipatsvars starp brunotas pretosanas dalibniekiem bija ievérojami lielaks neka
vidéji Latvija pirmskara laika. Vai tas liecina par mazaku Latgales regiona iedzivotaju
motivaciju brunoti pretoties padomju rezimam? Iesp&jams, bet, lai pieraditu So
apgalvojumu, ar Latvijas Statistikas parvaldes aptaujas datiem nav pietiekami.

Vecuma struktiira rada, ka vairakums (62%) pretoSanas dalibnieku bija 26-40 gadu
veci virie$i. So var skatit konteksta ar militaro pieredzi. Proti, §is vecuma grupas viriesu
absoliitais vairakums bija izgajusi obligato militaro dienestu Latvijas armija vai bija
virsdienesta, kas viniem deva papildu motivaciju un parliecibu iesaistities brunotas
pretosanas kustiba. Biitiskas atSkiribas konstatétas gimenes stavokli, proti, precéto ipatsvars
bija vismaz par 22,5% lielaks neka pirms kara, kas bija saistits gan ar pretosanas dalibnieku
vidéjo vecumu, gan, iesp&jams, apliecina “gimenes cilvéku” lielaku vélmi iesaistities
pretpadomju pretoSanas darbiba, tadéjadi uznemoties atbildibu par savas dzives vietas un
gimenes droS$ibu. Apméram 4,5% pretoSanas dalibnieku motivacija pretoties varéja biit
saistita ar ekonomiskam vai politiskam padomju varas represijam, kas veiktas pret viniem
vai vinu gimenes locekliem. Ta¢u, domajams, daudzi aptaujas dalibnieki, kaut pasi nebija
cietusi, tomér baidijas no padomju varas atgrieSanas un represiju atkartosanas.

Kopuma Latvijas pretpadomju brunotas pretoSanas dalibnieka “idealtips” ir $ads: tas
ir apméram 35 gadus vecs virietis, latvietis, Latvijas pavalstnieks, precgjies luteranis, kas
ieguvis pamatskolas izglitibu, péc nodarboSanas lauksaimnieks, bet bez sava ipasuma.
Vin$ ir 20. gadsimta 30. gados izgajis obligato militaro dienestu Latvijas armija, tadéel
militaras lietas vinam nav svesas, kas veicinaja motivaciju iesaistities pretpadomju brunotas
pretoSanas kustiba.
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From Centre to Periphery... and Back? The Contribution
of the Latvian Soviet Ethnographers to the Journal
“Sovetskaya Etnografiya””

No centra uz perifériju un atpakal? Padomju Latvijas etnografu
publikacijas izdevuma “Sovetskaja Etnografija”

lize Boldane-Zelenka, Dr. hist.
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The occupation and colonial policy of the USSR resulted in a structural and
substantive alteration of Latvia’s scientific scene. The professional connection
between Latvian Soviet ethnographers and the Institute of Ethnography
of the USSR Academy of Sciences, which supervised Soviet ethnography,
demonstrated a pronounced centre-periphery dynamic (directives, coor-
dination of plans and reports, criticism). The article focuses on Latvian Soviet
ethnographers’ publications in the principal scientific journal of Soviet ethno-
graphy, “Sovetskaya Etnografiya”, issued by the supervising institution,
highlighting their significance and contribution to the development of Soviet
ethnography.

Keywords: Soviet ethnography, Latvian Soviet ethnography, Soviet postcolo-
nialism, journal “Sovetskaya Etnografiya”.

Okupacijas rezultata, Latvijai kliistot par PSRS kolonialas politikas subjektu, tas
zinatne tika paklauta institucionalai un saturiskai parstrukturéSanai. Virziens
no centra uz perifériju (direktivas, planu un atskaiSu apstiprinasana, kritika)
skaidri iezimé&jas ari Latvijas PSR etnografu un padomju etnografijas attistibu
uzraugosa PSRS Zinatnu akadémijas N. N. Mikluho-Maklaja varda nosaukta
Etnografijas institiita darba attiecibas. Raksta uzmanibas centra ir padomju

* The paper has been prepared within the project “Ethnographer, Society, and
Art: Symbiosis of Ethnology and Art and Discourse of the Soviet Colonialism
in Latvia” (No. 1zp-2023/1-0052). Raksts sagatavots projekta “Etnografs,
sabiedriba, maksla: etnologijas un makslas simbioze un padomju kolonialisma
diskurss Latvija” (Nr. 1zp-2023/1-0052). The author thanks the paper’s reviewers,
as well as colleagues, Anete Karlsone and Daina Bleiere, for their insightful
recommendations.
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Latvijas etnografu publikaciju parstavnieciba
uzraugosas institlicijas izdotaja jomas nozimi-
gakaja zinatniskaja zZurnala “Sovetskaja Etno-
grafija”, noskaidrota So publikaciju nozime un
devums padomju etnografijas attistiba.
Atslégvardi: padomju etnografija, Latvijas
PSR etnografi, padomju koloniala politika,
Zurnals “Sovetskaja Etnografija”.

Introduction

The USSR’s official foreign and internal
rhetoric harshly denounced Western imperi-
al and colonial policies. It expressed support
for the human right to self-determination,!
even though the post-occupation govern-
ance model of the Soviet republics and
the supervision of the “socialist bloc” coun-
tries nearly precisely replicated the actions
it condemned.? Using a robust propaganda
infrastructure, the authorities communicat-
ed their deeds as steps toward promoting
peace and friendliness among Soviet citizens
and achieving communism. These included
the resettlement of indigenous peoples and
large numbers of settlers, the facilitation of
assimilation processes, and the reform of
administration, economics, education, sci-
ence, and culture.® These actions supplied
the resources required for tight control and
achieving the soviet authorities’ ideological
and political objectives. The vector of power
was directed from the metropolis to the ter-
ritories (periphery, colonies) under its rule.

In the aftermath of World War II,
Latvian science was assimilated into
the Soviet framework of interactions be-
tween the centre and the periphery, en-
compassing content and structure. Even
though ethnographic material had been
used and analysed in the speeches and
works of representatives of various cul-
tural and scientific societies, as well as
museum employees since the 19" century,

and ethnography/ethnology as a subject of
study was also included in the study pro-
grammes of higher education institutions
such as the University of Latvia, in the in-
dependent Republic of Latvia (1918—-1940),
unlike folklore,* ethnography had only be-
gun to develop as a scientific discipline.®
The Institute of History and Material Culture
was one of the first scientific institutes es-
tablished by the Latvian SSR Academy of
Sciences (hereinafter referred to as LSSR
AS) in 1946. In line with the Soviet un-
derstanding of ethnography as an auxiliary
discipline of historical science, it also in-
cluded the field of ethnography. The official
Soviet conception of ethnography’s strong
association with historical science® diverged
from the field’s position in the structure
and title of discipline in social sciences
and humanities outside the ideological
influence of the USSR. Therefore, follow-
ing World War II, the direction of research
pursued in the Soviet Union was formal-
ized in Western historiography as “Soviet
ethnography”.” The same title - “Sovetskaya
Etnografiya” (=Soviet Ethnography) — was
the name of the most prestigious ethno-
graphic journal in the USSR (Figure 1),
published by the N. N. Miklukho-Maklay
Institute of Ethnography of the USSR
Academy of Sciences (hereafter referred
to as the EI of USSR AS or the Institute of
Ethnography). The Institute of Ethnography,
varying by period, exerted differing levels
of oversight over Soviet ethnographers,®
while the journal “Sovetskaya Etnografiya”
illustrated the dynamics between the centre
and the periphery, including the role and
the extent of integration of Latvian Soviet
ethnographers within the Soviet ethno-
graphic research system.

In the current article, the author aims to
assess the interactions between the centre
and the periphery in the field of ethnog-
raphy as manifested in the publications of
“Sovetskaya Etnografiya”.
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Figure 1. Covers of journal “Sovetskaya Etnografiya”
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The journal “Sovetskaya Etnografiya”
was the successor of the periodical
“Etnograficheskoe Obozrenie” of the Ethno-
graphic Department of the Imperial Society
of Devotees of Natural Science, Anthropology
and Ethnography at Moscow University,
which was established in 1889.° Following
a change of power in Russia, the periodi-
cal was resumed in 1926 under the title
“Ethnography”. Between 1931 and 1991
(when its original name was reinstated),
the publication was known as “Sovetskaya
Etnografiya”.

From 1946 to 1991, the journal was
published annually with a regularity of four,
and from 1957 - six issues a year. Each
issue contained an average of 23-32 pub-
lications, including ideological, scientific,
and theoretical articles, reviews, reports,
etc. Following academic writing stand-
ards, the table of contents of “Sovetskaya
Etnografiya” was also published in French
(from 1983 - in English), and short sum-
maries of scholarly articles were provided in
English. Except for the period when the pe-
riodical was only published in Russian, it
began with the third issue of “Sovetskaya
Etnografiya” in 1947 and ended with
the fourth issue in 1956. The final issue of
1946 marked the end of the practice to print
the journal’s title in French, L’ethnographie
Sovietique, on the cover. These develop-
ments may be related to current issues at
the time in the USSR’s foreign policy.

The analysis was based primarily on
the issues of the journal “Sovetskaya
Etnografiya” published between 1946 and
1991. Additional sources included materi-
als from the Repository of Ethnographic
Materials held by the Institute of Latvian
History, Faculty of Humanities, University
of Latvia (hereafter referred to as the REM),
documents from the collection of philologist
Daina Zemzare in the Special Collections
Department of the National Library of
Latvia (A 143). The minutes of meetings

of scientific councils and departments of
the Institute of History and Material Culture,
the Institute of Ethnography and Folklore,
and the Institute of History of the LSSR AS -
housed by the Latvian National Archives
(LNA LVA 2731 f., 2732 f.) — were used to
explore the working environment of Soviet
ethnographers and the era. The research
was inspired by studies on the history of
ethnography and related fields in Latvia and
abroad,'° reflections on Soviet ethnography
by Western colleagues and contemporaries,'!
and works on Soviet colonialism.?

The paper is divided into four subsec-
tions. The first section is dedicated to discus-
sion of the terms and tasks of Soviet ethnog-
raphy. The second is a review of the journal
“Sovetskaya Etnografiya”, which focuses
on its ideological importance in translat-
ing Communist Party decisions into tasks
for Soviet ethnographers. The subsequent
two chapters provide the statistical and
content characteristics of the publications
by LSSR ethnographers, enabling evaluation
of the contributions by ethnographers from
the Soviet Empire’s western periphery to
Soviet ethnography.

Soviet ethnography - an auxiliary
discipline of history

Due to ideological pressure, academics
in the Soviet Union during the late 1920s
and early 1930s concluded that ethnogra-
phy could not and should not function as
an autonomous scientific discipline, as it
was incompatible with the Marxist-Leninist
perspective.!® This contrasted sharply with
the situation in the first half and middle
of the 1920s, when ethnography was on
the safe side, collaborating with authori-
ties to establish the USSR’s administrative-
territorial division.!* At that time, ethnog-
raphy as a scholarly discipline had been
developing in the same way as in Europe
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and the United States. Historiography cites
1929 as a watershed moment in the shift
in attitudes toward ethnography, when
adherents of Nikolai Marr’s (1865—1934)
“Japhetic theory” and radical ethnographers
openly turned against ethnology, calling it
a surrogate of bourgeois social science and
against applied ethnography, which they
saw as no different than Marxist sociology*®.
In the 1930s, ethnographers’ inability to
defend themselves and argument the disci-
pline’s conformance with Marxist-Leninist
doctrine led to a major restructuring of
the field: 1) Ethnography was linked to his-
torical materialism and made an auxiliary
discipline of history; 2) Soviet ethnography
was cut off from the development trends
of ethnology and theoretical searches in
the Western world; and 3) Ethnographers
were repressed, including those who strong-
ly advocated for the discipline’s reorgani-
zation. As a result of the modifications, in
1931, the journal under consideration
was renamed “Sovetskaya Etnografiya”.
The devastated research structure recovered
only in the late 1930s.

Soviet ethnography turned into a po-
liticized and applied ethnography,'® whose
responsibility was collaborating with and
offering information to the USSR au-
thorities.” Their responsibilities included
generating maps of the ethnic borders of
peoples throughout Europe and the world
(particularly in demand after World War
II); assisting in the assimilation of the north-
ern peoples of the USSR'® and documenting
the process of forming a unified socialist so-
ciety; and developing proposals for the con-
tent and form of socialist traditions,'® among
other things.

After being forced to join Soviet sci-
ence, researchers from Baltic states met
a reality where authorities allowed only
one theoretical approach based on a con-
crete Marxist interpretation. A significant
number of Western Marxists believed that

lize Boldane-Zelenka. From Centre to Periphery.

the application of Marxism to Soviet science
should be seen as a deviation from the origi-
nal spirit of the doctrine.?’ The inclusion of
research directions in only one theoretical
framework to the complete exclusion of oth-
ers (e.g., the internal resistance of Soviet
ethnographers in the 1960s to the ideas of
ethnosociology, which were accepted only
in the 1970s, or those of Lev Gumilyov
(1912-1992)), surprised Western scholars,?
leading them to conclude that in the USSR

“[in] this process of “unnatural selection”,
only those ethnographers survived who su-
ccessfully combined theoretical apathy with
automatism in the use of Marxist formulae,
and thus were able to do what was required
of them by the new social policy.”**

In the Soviet imperial system, as men-
tioned above, there was a clearly developed
orientation of centre (Moscow) — periph-
ery (regions, Soviet republics). In all areas,
the territories under the role of the USSR
were strictly subordinated to the vertical
system of power — instructions and guide-
lines coming from the centre. The ideo-
logical centre of Soviet ethnography was
the Institute of Ethnography?. The Soviet
think-tank?* - as the historian Karol Rawski
called the Institute of Ethnography — was an
institution that supervised, taught, and del-
egated tasks to ethnographers in the regions
and Soviet republics.

The transfer of the USSR’s pattern of
understanding the ethnography to the sci-
ence carried out in the peripheries neces-
sitated institutional modifications in field
research and education. This encompassed
the relocation of ethnographic instruction to
history departments, as well as the transfer-
ence of research to history institutes, as evi-
denced also by the cases of the Baltic states.
The Institute of Ethnography compiled in-
formation regarding the lands and peoples
of the territories under USSR control and
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interest,?®> followed colonizers’ practices,
and identified the local peculiarities (= “re-
mains of the past”) that hampered these
peoples’ progress toward building and as-
similating into a socialist society. The level
of supervision over subalterns varied -
during the Stalinism period, it was intense
(training, defining research topics, coordi-
nating plans and reports), whereas in late
socialism, oversight was de facto reduced
and became more focused on the coordina-
tion and monitoring of jointly performed
projects, such as the creation of atlases dedi-
cated to Baltic material culture. However,
annual reporting sessions of Soviet ethnog-
raphers were still held.

The degree of agency among subalterns
fluctuated based on the phase of Soviet
occupation. During the Stalinism era,
the number of ethnographers in the Latvian
SSR was small and variable. In the second
half of the 1950s and 1960s, a steady core
of ethnographers emerged in the Latvian
SSR AS, which remained constant until
Latvia’s state independence was restored
in 1991. Among them were ethnogra-
phers who defended their candidates’ dis-
sertations in history in Moscow — Mirdza
Slava (1924-2001) and Antonina Zavarina
(1928-2015) in 1956, Ingrida Leinasare
(1929-2004) in 1958, Aina Alsupe (1926-
2015) in 1964, Linda Dumpe (1930-2024)
and Elga Civkule in 1965, whereas in Riga —
Saulvedis Cimermanis (1929-2022) in 1958,
Anna Krastina (1919-2006) in 1959, Lidija
Jefremova (1929-2000) in 1960.

Until 1971, the Latvian SSR AS’s eth-
nographers were headed by historians
Margeris Stepermanis (1898—1968, in of-
fice 1946—1950, 1956—1959) and Heinrihs
Strods (1925—-2011, in office 1960—-1977).
Only in 1971 was this job given to eth-
nographer Saulvedis Cimermanis (in office
1971-1991). The chair of the Department of
Ethnography was in charge of coordinating
and supervising ethnographers’ assignments,

the discipline’s connection with science and
applied arts, as well as interaction with so-
ciety and authorities.?® Alongside officially
required research topics on ethnogenesis,
Russian influence on indigenous cultures,
and the formation of a socialist society,
ethnographers addressed specialized issues
of material culture. Studies of traditional
culture conducted by Latvian Soviet ethnog-
raphers focused on the following objects:
clothing, crafts, agricultural tools and ma-
chinery, construction, fishing, food, family,
and ethnic and social groups. Research into
the cultural artifacts and processes had to be
performed within the parameters of histori-
cal materialism and only from a perspective
that demonstrated the superiority of the so-
cialist system. The study’s findings indicate
that peripheral ethnographers’ research was
primarily relevant at the national (Latvian
SSR) and regional (Baltic Republic) levels.

“Sovetskaya Etnografiya” - a journal
with guidelines

The journal “Sovetskaya Etnografiya”
was the most prominent among the vari-
ous scientific periodicals published by the EI
of USSR AS.? It published both the leading
ideological positions and tasks delegated
to Soviet ethnographers by the Communist
Party of the USSR and the latest findings
in Soviet ethnography and related fields
abroad. The journal’s authors included
leading Soviet specialists in archaeology,
ethnography, folklore, history and physical
anthropology.

The journal’s editorial orientation
toward popularizing the decisions of
the regular congresses of the Communist
Party of the Soviet Union?®, as well as
its close participation in commemorating
the events* and most important ideolo-
gists®® of the USSR’s history, confirmed that
it served ideological functions in addition to
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disseminating the most recent discoveries in
the field of ethnography. For example, in re-
sponse to the decisions of the 19" Congress
of the CPSU (1952) and the publication
of Iosif Stalin’s (1978-1953) “Economic
Problems of Socialism in the USSR and
“Marxism and Questions of Linguistics”,*?
the pages of the journal contain a ruthless
attack on the Marr’s “Japhetic theory ” and
its supporters, as well as an avalanche of
scholars’ self-recriminations and self-criti-
cism.* The congress’ decisions emphasized
the importance of ethnogenesis research for
the field, and Soviet ethnographers were
firmly instructed to investigate the actual
process of change of the USSR’s peoples on
their way to communist society (rural-urban
rapprochement, ethnic consolidation). It
also upheld the demand to study the work-
ing class in depth** and to find the connec-
tion of any cultural or life phenomenon with
the contribution of the Russian people.®
The responsibilities assigned to ethnogra-
phers here were both practical (to investi-
gate the reasons for the maintenance of tra-
ditional lifestyles among USSR peoples and
make recommendations for their eradica-
tion) and political. The instructions given to
ethnographers by “Sovetskaya Etnografiya”
following each subsequent party congress®
addressed the same three subjects from
different perspectives. The requirement
“Ethnographic research must assist our Party
to address the issues” referred to involve-
ment and participation in the elimination of
traditional dwellings and habits, and faith.
The journal’s editorials and accounts of
ethnographers’ reporting sessions mirrored
that field’s successes. The tasks assigned
to ethnographers by the journal following
the 27% Party Congress (1985) differed
greatly. In the context of the perestroika
openness policy, they included the need to
promote international cooperation, conduct
theoretical and fundamental research, and
foster the development of new scientific
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fields such as ethnosociology, ethnopsychol-
ogy, ethnodemography, and ethnoecology.*®

However, the goals established for
Soviet ethnography, particularly in the post-
Stalinist period, along with ethnogenesis,
the superiority of Russian culture, and
the formation of Soviet society, did not ex-
clude other research topics unless they con-
tradicted the decisions of the Communist
Party Congress. Those decisions provided
an ideological basis for publications in
“Sovetskaya Ethnografiya” and the writ-
ings of Soviet ethnographers. Almost every
publication at the time contained references
to Communist Party congress decisions and/
or Marxist-Leninist classics.

Since 1946, when an ethnographic group
was established at the Institute of History
and Material Culture of the Latvian SSR AS,
the periodical “Sovetskaya Etnografiya” has
been essential reading publications. A con-
spectus of the journal’s articles can be found
in the archives of the first ethnographer,
a philologist Daina Zemzare (1911-1971)%,
employed by the Latvian SSR AS*. She
brought them on her first work trip to
Moscow to the Institute of Ethnography*!.

Particularly throughout the Stalinism
era, work plans and reports of Latvian SSR
scholars demonstrated that the relevant pub-
lication functioned as a significant resource
for ethnographers to investigate the field’s
study issues and theoretical elements
(Figure 2). Correspondence with Latvian
SSR ethnographers, in which the journal
editorial board described the annual theme
plan and urged them to submit articles on
topics indicated in the plan, demonstrated
at least a formal will to collaborate.*

Contribution of the LSSR scholars in
“Sovetskaya Etnografiya”: statistics

The publications included in “Sovetskaya
Ethnography” containing materials from

.. and Back? 91



'm materizlus no 'm‘m-m*

2. IzlasIt un attiec km-pd:kt
rakstu - 3 s3 3# !

3. Izlasit per temu rskstus Emm o
QMMJ ‘_19ve. /
Iu mt materialus no Silenfteina 'HOI'
Holzgeréte der Letten" : =
2, Izlasit rakstus par temu no hmm
?MQWW' "— J'QYP{/ /?fo

. Izlasit un :ttuem manm
Jredjumus.

mﬁen ar .wmmnm' B
ik’

Figure 2. The work plan of M. Beitina, an employee of the Institute of Ethnography and Folklore of
the Latvian SSR Academy of Sciences, for the second quarter of 1953. Source: REM E 67, 21
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the Latvian SSR, regardless of whether
the articles covered only the problems of
Soviet Latvian humanities or were exam-
ined in the context of the Baltic republics
or the USSR as a whole, constituted just
a tiny portion of all the articles represented
in the periodical (see Figure 3). According to
the decades shown in Figure 3, they account-
ed for 0.8% (5 publications), 1.4% (17 pub-
lications), 1.5% (22 publications), 0.5%
(9 publications), and 0.5% (9 publications)
of the total number of papers published in
the journal during the period under review.
The Latvian SSR is most frequently men-
tioned in informative reports that examine
the actions of the EI of USSR AS (at least one
issue per year), review the work of complex
expeditions and subsequent reporting ses-
sions, as well as collaborate with regional
institutes and conferences. In these publica-
tions, the names of Soviet Latvian ethnog-
raphers, their accomplishments, or their
ideas stated in discussions are presented
as marginal,* underlining the superiority
of the centre’s ethnographers, while also
demonstrating the shape of the existing hi-
erarchy. These articles were not counted in
the study statistics.

1800

Publications on ethnography of
the Latvian SSR and related fields were
provided to the journal “Sovetskaya
Etnografiya” both by scientists of
the Latvian SSR and by researchers of the EI
of the USSR AS (see Figure 4), whose re-
search interests were related to the region
or who supervised the work of ethnogra-
phers in the Baltic republics — for exam-
ple, Pavel Kushner (1889-1968), Nikolay
Cheboksarov (1907-1980) and Ludmila
Terentyeva (1910-1982). Several authors
in this group related to Latvia, like Frida
Gurevich (1912-1988) who was born in
Preili, Mara Ustinova (previously Endzele),
and Leksa Manush (= Aleksandr Belugin,
1942-1997) had worked in Riga for some
time. The data show that in the selected
decades, the number of articles by scholars
from the Latvian SSR, compared to the pub-
lications of employees from the Institute of
Ethnography of the USSR AS, in the jour-
nal “Sovetskaya Etnografiya” was, as fol-
lows: 1:4 (20%:80%), 7:10 (41%:59%),
10:12 (45%:55%), 6:3 (67%:33%) and 3:6
(33%:67%). The trend shown in Figure 4,
due to objective (quality of articles meet-
ing the requirements of the journal) or
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Figure 3. Articles on LSSR ethnography (also in the context of the Baltic republics) vs. total number of

articles in the journal “Sovetskaya Ethnographya” by decade
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subjective (the editorial board of the journal
preferred articles by employees of the pub-
lishing institution or they were considered
more valuable) reasons, indicates that in
“Sovetskaya Etnografiya” also on topics af-
fecting the ethnography of the Latvian SSR,
the works of ethnographers representing
the centre predominated.

A review of the papers published
by Latvian SSR scholars in the journal
“Sovetskaya Etnografiya” reveals (see
Figure 5 above) a diversity of profes-
sional affiliations. In addition to ethnogra-
phers, the contributors included physical

anthropologists, archaeologists, folklorists,
and museum employees. Only a few authors
have published more than one scientific
paper in “Sovetskaya Etnografiya”. Raisa
Denisova (1930—-2019), a physical anthro-
pologist, wrote six papers, while Strods con-
tributed two scholarly articles and a review.

It should be noted that the authors rep-
resenting the EI of USSR AS also belonged
to a wide range of scientific disciplines: an-
thropology (Valeriy Alekseev, 1929-19914;
Alexander Zubov, 1934-2013%), archaeol-
ogy (Gurevich*), folkloristics (Tatyana
Makashina,* Manush*®) and ethnography
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(Kushner,* Cheboksarov,® Terentyeva,>
Regina Grigoryeva,>? etc.).

Contribution of LSSR scholars to
“Sovetskaya Etnografiya”: genres

The articles dedicated to ethnography
of Latvian SSR contributed by USSR AS EI
staff members and Latvian SSR scholars can
be divided into three parts. The first one
discusses and examines the state of art and
infrastructure in Soviet Latvia’s ethnography
during a specific period; the second section
comprises findings of scientific research;
and the last contains reviews and confer-
ence descriptions (see Table below).

The state-of-the-art and infrastruc-
ture. Articles in this category addressed
the development of Soviet ethnography
and folklore in the RSFSR and added ter-
ritories, known as Soviet republics. They
primarily feature information on ways to
obtain an education in the field of eth-
nography and folklore,> the key research
topics pursued by local ethnographers,
and the role of museums in the study and

dissemination of ethnographic knowledge®>.
The study findings suggest that the journal’s
interest in the development of ethnography
in the Latvian SSR can be traced back to
the first three decades when nine of the ten
articles in this category were published.
Scholars representing the Latvian SSR
contributed seven articles (70%) in this
category.

Papers published during the Stalinism
period are characterized by sharp criti-
cism and condemnation of the research
conducted during the period of independ-
ence, the methods used in them (especially
the historical-geographical or Finnish
method), and the researchers. An essential
component of the articles in this category
was gratitude to Moscow colleagues for
their contributions to developing Soviet
ethnography in the Latvian SSR.

Scholarly articles. The outlines in
this section reflected the research find-
ings in ethnography and other auxil-
iary historical sciences that fell within
the framework of official main topics and
beyond. LSSR researchers authored 13 of
the 28 articles in this category. Denisova,

Table
Number of articles by decade, authors’ affiliations, and category
Period 1946-1950 | 1951-1960 | 1961-1970 | 1971-1980 | 1981-1991
=
Affiliation— o &= o &= o & o & o & &
4 98| 3| 8|3 &8 g & 9
Category | = &~ = &~ Z o | e = e
State of Art & 1 2 3 1 2 1 10
Infrastructure
Scholarly 1| 4 | 4| 4|5 | 3| 2| 2/|3]28
articles
Reviews, 1 5 | 4 | 7 | 2 |1 1 3 | 24
reports
1 4 7 10 10 12 6 3 3 6
Total 62
5 17 22 9 9
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a physical anthropology researcher, pub-
lished the highest number of them. Her
contribution was not limited to a specific re-
gion®® but included broader methodological
and theoretical approaches.>” Another auxil-
iary discipline of Soviet history — archaeol-
ogy — was represented here by research of
Ilze Loze on clay figurines found in Neolithic
settlements in the Eastern Baltic, > while
philologists KriSjanis Ancitis (1911-1963)
and Aleksandrs Jansons (1916-1991) shared
the results of their study on the ethnic his-
tory of the Sellonians.>® Each of the above
studies could be assigned to the study of
ethnogenesis. Also relevant to ethnogenesis
research issues is Leinasare’s article “Latvian
Farming Tools of the 18" and the First Half
of the 19" Century”, which resulted from
her dissertation.®® Mara Endzele’s paper
about Latvian urbanites’ wedding rites in
small towns of Latgale and Kurzeme pro-
vides a counter-example to Strods’ claim
that there is no urban ethnography re-
search in Latvia.®® In turn, Krastina’s ar-
ticle on the development of agro-villages
in collective farms®? and Jefremova’s pub-
lication on the creation of fishing kolk-
hozes® speak both of the positive input of
the Russian people and the development
of a socialist society in the Latvian SSR.
The EI of USSR AS was very interested in
studies of kolkhozes’ development, because
the Russian Soviet ethnographers had not
recorded the course of collectivization in
the Russian regions (or had done so “incor-
rectly”, pointing to the scale of the ethnic
tragedy, which resulted in the punishment
of the researchers).®* In this sense, the re-
cently added states, particularly the Baltic
countries, and the USSR’s experiments in
social transformation here had created
a wide field of inquiry for ethnographers
from both the centre (e.g., Terentyeva) and
the periphery.

Reviews/reports. This set of ar-
ticles by Soviet Latvian scholars includes

bibliographical lists,** information on
conferences,®® and reviews of scientific
monographs on ethnographic topics in
the LSSR and the Baltic states.®” Seven,
which is less than one-third of the items
published in this category, were written by
the Latvian SSR scholars. The distrust in
the competence of the Latvian Soviet eth-
nographers probably caused such a modest
number of these publications. To illustrate
this point, consider a review published in
the journal “Sovetskaya Etnografiya” by
Chivkule, Jefremova, and Slava.®® The pa-
per concerned Terentyeva’s book on the de-
velopment of collectivization in Soviet
Latvia®. The editorial board of “Sovetskaya
Etnografiya” published a critique of this
review’® where three prominent scholars
from the USSR Academy of Sciences, EI,
contested the majority of the assertions
made by LSSR ethnographers, who high-
lighted the deficiencies in Terentyeva’s
monograph, including (1) the formulation of
sweeping generalizations based on limited
regional sources; (2) an excessive emphasis
on historical material in a study focused on
contemporary issues; and (3) the neglect of
certain social groups’ perspectives regarding
the residents’ attitudes towards collective
farms. The critique focused on the incom-
petence and lack of experience of Latvian
SSR ethnographers in investigating this
matter. The cessation of Jefremova, Slava,
and Chivkule’s writings in “Sovetskaya
Etnografiya” may be coincidental, occurring
after this review.”!

The quantity and content of articles by
Soviet Latvian ethnographers suggest that
if a similar analysis were conducted on
publications by Estonian and Lithuanian
ethnographers, the conclusions obtained
would be very similar to the results
of the Latvian ones. This indicates
that the editorial board of “Sovetskaya
Etnografiya” recognized the contribution of
Moscow ethnographers as more significant.
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Terentyeva’?, a researcher — and later,
the deputy director — at the Institute of
Ethnography, reflected the ethnographic
material of the LSSR, adapted to
the practical needs determined by
the Communist Party, in her scientific
publications,” which encompass nearly
all significant subjects pertinent to Soviet
ethnography: the establishment of collective
farms (1951, 1954), matters concerning
family life (1958), the creation of socialist
traditions (1961), and interethnic relations
along with the determination of children’s
nationalities in mixed families (1969).

Conclusion

According to the analysis, the papers
by Latvian SSR ethnographers published
in “Sovetskaya Etnografiya” were infre-
quent and mostly of regional importance.
The journal’s policy, article submission re-
strictions, and the Institute of Ethnography’s
research directions and work tasks deter-
mined how peripheral contributors were
represented. Based on its status as a journal
published by the EI of USSR AS, “Sovetskaya
Etnografiya” largely disseminated the in-
stitute’s departments’ research findings,
which were directly tied to the responsi-
bilities assigned by the Communist Party.
The journal maintained its authority by
combining (1) ideological (CPSU congress
resolutions, appraisal of foreign authors’
books based on their conformance with
the framework of historical materialism);
(2) academic (theories, the most recent
research, the state of the arts); (3) didactic
and supervisory (transcripts of regional,
complex expedition sessions and confer-
ence reports, stressing key debaters, while
criticizing or disregarding others, thematic
programs, etc.) duties, competing with
other Soviet ethnographic works during
the period under review.

lize Boldane-Zelenka. From Centre to Periphery.

As newcomers, ethnographers from
the Latvian SSR, like their colleagues from
other territories on the Soviet Empire’s
western periphery, struggled to fit into
the research of mandatory topics. They
had to quickly learn (1) historical material-
ism, the only technique in Soviet science;
and (2) skills to interpret reality ideologi-
cally. This is one of the reasons for the low
number of publications by ethnographers
of the Latvian SSR at a time when Soviet
ethnography was interested in studying
this region. The second reason was the re-
search interests of Terentyeva, an employee
of the Institute of Ethnography, related
to this field. Her post at the Institute of
Ethnography, combined with far superior
skills in selecting and interpreting mate-
rial based on ideological requirements and
trends, provided her with a substantial edge
in publishing the LSSR content.

During the period of stagnation — 1970
until the perestroika — that followed the con-
solidation of the Soviet system in the eco-
system of the science of the Baltic states,
the centre’s control over the work of eth-
nographers here decreased, as did the con-
tribution of peripheral ethnographers to
the content of the journal “Sovetskaya
Etnografiya”. It can be considered that
the weakening of the link with the super-
visory institution and authorities’ affected
the interest of Latvian SSR ethnographers
in the publication of “Sovetskaya etno-
grafiya”. Furthermore, with the advent of
novel methodological approaches in Soviet
ethnography in the 1970s, the range of
topics for ethnographic research expand-
ed, and this engaged the academic inter-
est of Moscow ethnographers much more
than the testing ground of socialist trans-
formation on the Western periphery of
the Soviet Empire. Since then, “Sovetskaya
Etnografiya” has primarily published works
by anthropologists and archaeologists
from the Latvian SSR. Only assessments
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of expedition sessions or conferences pro-
vided an insight into the current situation
of Latvian Soviet ethnography at the time.

According to the concept of the centre-
periphery relation, which can also be found
in the pages of “Sovetskaya Etnografiya”, pe-
ripheral scientists (subalterns) had the agen-
cy to examine the peculiarities of the territo-
ry they represented (unless it coincided with
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the research interests of a Moscow scholar!).
Latvians, like Estonians” and Lithuanians,
made the most of the circumstances, along
with collaboration with authorities, gath-
ered valuable knowledge about the initia-
tives of the Soviet authorities and national
traditional culture, which is currently an
essential resource for studying the history
and culture of the region.
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KOPSAVILKUMS

Péc PSRS istenotas okupacijas ari Latvijas zinatne saturiski un strukturali tika ieklauta
padomju kolonialas varas centra un periférijas attiecibu sistéma. Taja ietilpa ari LPSR
etnografu un PSRS Zinatnu akadémijas N. N. Mikluho-Maklaja varda nosaukta Etnografijas
institiita sadarbiba. Raksta meérkis ir, nemot véra kolonialisma diskursu, izvertét
Latvijas PSR etnografu nozimi un ieguldijumu padomju etnografijas zinatn€, balstoties uz
vinu publikacijam ta laika etnografijas zinatnes disciplinas centralaja izdevuma “Sovetskaja
Etnografija”.

Raksta avotu bazi veido zZurnala “Sovetskaja Etnografija” (1946-1991) numuri, Latvijas
Universitates Humanitaro Zinatnu fakultates Latvijas veéstures institiita Etnografisko
materialu kratuves materiali (galvenokart etnografu ekspediciju dienasgramatas), dokumenti
no Latvijas Nacionalas bibliotékas Specialo krajumu departamenta eso$a filologes Dainas
Zemzares fonda (A 143), Latvijas Nacionalaja arhiva glabatie LPSR Zinatnu akadémijas
Veéstures un materialas kultiiras institiita, Etnografijas un folkloras institiita un Véstures
institiita zinatnisko padomju un nodalu sézu protokoli (LNA LVA 2731 f., 2732 f.), kas
analizéti, lai izzinatu padomju etnografu darba apstaklus un laikmeta kontekstu. Izmantoti
ari Latvija un arvalstis tapuSie etnografijas un saistoSo nozaru vésturei veltitie pétijumi,
Rietumvalstu kolégu laikabiedru refleksijas par padomju etnografiju, ka ari padomju
kolonialismu izvértgjosie darbi.

Raksta cetras apakSnodalas sniegts ieskats padomju etnografija ka véstures zinatnes
paligdisciplina, izvértéts izdevums “Sovetskaja Etnografija”, izcelot ta ideologisko funkciju
Komunistiskas partijas lemumu transformésana uzdevumos padomju etnografiem, sniegts
“Sovetskaja Etnografija” ieklauto Latvijas PSR etnografu publikaciju raksturojums statistikas
un satura tvéruma, laujot izvértét padomju impérijas rietumu periférijas etnografu
pienesumu padomju etnografijai.

Raksta secinats, ka Latvijas PSR, tapat ka paréjo Baltijas republiku, etnografu publikaciju
Zurnala “Sovetskaja Etnografija” bija maz un saturiski nenozimigas. To noteica izdevuma
konjunktiira, PSRS Zinatnu akadémijas N. N. Mikluho-Maklaja varda nosaukta Etnografijas
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institfita pétniecibas virzieni un darba uzdevumi, ka ari rakstu iesniedzé&jiem izvirzitas
augstas prasibas. Tapat pétijuma rezultati liecina, ka kop$ 20. gadsimta 70. gadu vidus
novérojamais Latvijas PSR etnografu publikaciju skaita biitisks samazindjums Zurnala
“Sovetskaja Etnografija” saistams ar kolonialas parvaldes nostiprinasanos zinatné (struktiira,
kadri, vésturiskais materialisms ka vieniga pieeja) un, nejiitot separatisma draudus nedz no
Baltijas republikam, nedz tas parstavoso etnografu puses, interese par Baltijas etnografu
pétijumiem mazinajas, bet saglabajas monitorésana (kopigas atskaites sesijas u. tml.).

Centrs—periférija attiecibu modeli, kas labi atspogulojas ari izdevuma “Sovetskaja
Etnografija” lappuses, periférijas zinatniekiem (subalterniem) bija atveléta tikai parstaveta
regiona specifikas pétnieciba (ar nosacijumu, ka to nepéta kads PSRS Zinatnu akadémijas
N. N. Mikluho-Maklaja varda nosaukta Etnografijas institiita zinatnieks), ko latviesi, tapat
ka igauni un lietuvieSi, pilnvértigi izmantoja to resursu uzkrasanai, kas turpmak lietoti
nacionalas kultiiras un véstures pétniecibai.
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Autoritativs informacijas avots Latvijas
likumdevéju darbibas pétniekiem

Recenzija par gramatu: Eriks Jékabsons,
Valters Séerbinskis, Gints Zelmenis (sast.).
Latvijas Satversmes sapulce deputatu
biografijas, 1920-1922. Riga 2024. 351 Ipp.
ISBN 978-9984-836-12-6

Inta Kramina, Mg. hist., Mg. sc. soc.

Latvijas Satversmes sapulce (turpmak — Satversmes sapulce) bija ne
tikai pirma demokratiski ievéléta Latvijas tautas parstavibas institiici-
ja jeb, ka savulaik atzimé&jis tas prezidents Janis Cakste, “pirmais legd-
lais Latvijas saimnieks” (9. lpp.), bet ari valsts konstitiicijas — Latvijas
Republikas Satversmes — izstradataja un pienémeéja. Ka zinams, konsti-
tlicija ir viens no nozimigakajiem valstiskuma simboliem demokratiskas
tiesiskas valstis.? Tomer, neraugoties uz Satversmes sapulces nozimibu
valsts tiesisko pamatu veidoSana, lidz §im pieejama informacija par So
pamatu veidotajiem - Satversmes sapulces deputatiem — bija izteikti
neviendabiga, fragmentara, reizém ari klidaina. Par deputatiem, kas ir
bijusi ieverojami kultiiras, sabiedriskie un politiskie darbinieki, ir izstra-
datas monografijas un virkne cita veida publikaciju.® Savukart par daziem
lidz §im pieejamas biografiskas zinas bija visai triicigas, pieméram, par
Ignatu Gigelu, Jani Goliasu un Frici Venevicu bija zinams tikai tas, ka $is
personas bijusas ievélétas Satversmes sapulcé. Beidzot, péc vairak neka
100 gadiem, kops Satversmes sapulce sanaca uz pirmo sédi 1920. gada
1. maija, visas Satversmes sapulcé ievéléto deputatu biografijas ir apkopo-
tas viena izdevuma — biografiskaja vardnica “Latvijas Satversmes sapulce
deputatu biografijas, 1920-1922”. Apjomigais izdevums tapis divu gadu
laika, un to izdevis Latvijas Nacionalais arhivs ar Kultiiras ministrijas
atbalstu pasakumiem, kas veltiti Latvijas Republikas Satversmes pienem-
Sanas simtgades atziméSanai.

Gramatas autoru profesionalitate un lidz$inéjais devums Sau-
bas nerada. Tie ir pieredz&jusi un labi zinami vésturnieki, kuru var-
di vien kalpo par zinamu kvalitates zimogu $im izdevumam: Latvijas
Universitates Humanitaro zinatnu fakultates Veéstures un arheologijas
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fakultates profesors Dr. hist. Eriks Jekabsons,
Nacionalas enciklopédijas galvenais
redaktors Dr. hist. Valters S¢erbinskis un
Latvijas Nacionala arhiva Dokumentu
publikaciju un popularizéSanas nodalas
vadosais pétnieks Dr. hist. Gints Zelmenis.
Pozitivi vért&jams, ka visu autoru zinatnis-
kas intereses lielaka vai mazaka meéra saistas
ar Latvijas 20. gadsimta pirmas puses poli-
tisko vésturi. Janorada, ka E. Jekabsons un
V. S¢erbinskis ir ne tikai publicéjusi rakstus
par Satversmes sapulces deputatiem,* bet vi-
niem ir ari ievérojama pieredze biografisko
vardnicu sastadiSana.®

Izdevuma tapSana izmantots loti plass
literatiiras, publicéto un nepublicéto avotu
klasts, tostarp bagatigs dokumentu kopums
no 139 Latvijas Nacionala arhiva fondiem
un dazadu iestazuy, institficiju un to struk-
tirvienibu uzkratie dokumenti un informa-
cija, ka ari ieprieks nepétiti materiali.®

Gramata ir ieklautas 163 Latvijas
Satversmes sapulcé ievéléto deputatu bio-
grafijas, kuri darbojas Satversmes sapulces
pilnvaru laika — no 1920. gada 1. maija, kad
notika tas atklasanas séde, lidz 1922. gada
3. novembrim — Satversmes sapulces pedé-
jai sédei. Vardnica ietvertas arl to depu-
tatu biografijas, kuri Satversmes sapulcé
darbojas islaicigi, savukart nav ieklautas
to personu biografijas, kuras formali bija
ievélétas Satversmes sapulce, tacu faktiski
taja nav darbojusas. Biografiju apraksti ir
veidoti profesionali, konsekventi ievérojot
vienotu tipveida shému. Uzteicams, ka au-
tori dazviet biografiju izklastos ieklavusi
ari deputatu vértibu sistému raksturojosas
biografiskas zinas, pieméram, to, ka Pé&teris
Zvagulis materiali atbalstijis brala bérnu
izglito$anu, savukart Pauls Simanis vacu
okupacijas laika kopa ar sievu slépis sava
dzivokli ebreju meiteni.” Savukart raugoties
no Satversmes sapulces darbibas pétnieka
perspektivas, ipa$i veértiga ir informacija
par deputatu amatiem, kurus vini savieno-
ja ar Satversmes sapulces deputata amatu.
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Saskana ar Satversmes sapulces kartibas
rulli Satversmes sapulces deputatiem bija
atlauts savienot amatus noteiktos gadijumos
ar Satversmes sapulces akceptu.® Pieméram,
pEetot Satversmes sapulces pastavigo komisi-
ju darbibu, $ada informacija palidz izprast
deputatu informétibu par komisijas uzmani-
bas loka esoSajiem jautajumiem. Tapat sadi
fakti var palidzét izskaidrot atsevisku likum-
projektu nonaksanu Satversmes sapulces
darba kartiba. Pieméram, vai Satversmes
sapulces Izglitibas komisija biitu inicigjusi
likumprojekta par Latvijas skatuves maks-
las skolu izstradi, ja tas sastava nebiitu
Aspazijas, kas 1921. gada aprili iecelta
par Latvijas skatuves makslas direktori
(220. Ipp.)? Lai gan iesakuma atrast Saubi-
gas vietas biografiju aprakstos Skiet teju ne-
iesp&jami, riipigak papétot, tomér rodas dazi
jautajumi. Pieméram, vardnica noradits, ka
Valérija Seile ienémusi izglitibas ministra
biedres amatu no 1921. gada 28. jinija
lidz 1922. gada 25. novembrim (252. Ipp.).
Savukart cita vardnicas autoru E. Jekabsona
un V. S¢erbinska sastaditaja izdevuma fi-
guré informacija, ka $is amats ienemts no
1921. gada 1. jilija lidz 1922. gada 15. no-
vembrim.® Iesp&jams, ka sada atSkiriba va-
rétu biit skaidrojama ar to, ka iecelSanas un
atcel$anas datums amata ir dazadi interpre-
téjams. Jaatzist, ka, nemot véra izdevuma
nosaukumu - “Latvijas Satversmes sapul-
ce deputatu biografijas” — bija gaidits, ka
biografiju izklastos nedaudz lielaka vériba
biis veltita deputatu darbibas Satversmes
sapulcé atspoguloSanai. Saprotot, ka nereti
ta ir papildu izpéte, kas objektivu apstak-
lu dé] varétu biit problematiski istenojama
noteiktaja laika rami, biitu bijis vélams no-
radit to, vai attiecigais deputats ir ienémis
kadas komisijas priekSsédétaja amatu. Lai
gan $ada informacija figuré pie atsevisku
deputatu biografiju aprakstiem, tomér ne
vienmér un vienlidz detalizéti. Pieméram,
Oto Hasmana biografijas apraksta noradits,
ka vin$ ienéma priekSsédétaja amatu Kara
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lietu komisija, Valérijas Seiles biografijas
apraksta sniegta jau detalizetaka infor-
macija, noradot ne tikai vinas atrasanos
Izglitibas komisijas prieksseédétajas amata,
bet ari konkrétu datumu, no kura deputate
$o amatu ienémusi, savukart ne Margera
Skujenieka, kas bija Satversmes komisijas
priekSsédeétajs visu tas darbibas laiku, ne
arl Artiira Alberinga — Agrarlietu komisi-
jas priekSseédétaja — biografiju aprakstos
nav ieklauta lidzveértiga informacija. Ta
ka informacija par abu deputatu atrasanos
$o komisiju vadiba ir viegli pieejama,® ie-
mesls $adam konsekvences tritkumam va-
rétu biit skaidrojams ar ievérojamo darba
apjomu, ko prasa $adas vardnicas izstrade.
Salidzinajumam: Lietuva lidzigu biografisko
vardnicu veidoja 15 pétnieku komanda.

Péc biografijas apraksta publicéta infor-
macija par attieciga deputata biitiskakajiem
atsevisku izdevumu veida publicétajiem
rakstu darbiem, ja tadi ir bijusi, tade&jadi
dzilak iezim@&jot deputata intereses un inte-
lektualo devumu dazadas jomas — politika,
literatira, zinatné, ekonomika, izglitiba u. c.
Tapat atbilstosi visparpienemtajai praksei
noraditi avoti, no kuriem iegiitas zinas par
So personu. Atzinigi vértéjams, ka vairaku-
mam deputatu biografijas apraksta beigas
pievienots kadas vina runas Satversmes
sapulcé fragments. Visbiezak tas ir frag-
ments no deputata runas debatés par kadu
likumprojektu, pieméram, salidzinoSi bieZi
publicéti fragmenti no debatém par Agraras
reformas likumprojektu, Likumprojektu par
darba laiku, ka ari Valsts budZeta projek-
tu. Tapat nereti publicéti runu fragmenti
no debatém par valdibas deklaraciju vai
kadam citam runam, pieméram, pie Jana
Cakstes apraksta publicéts fragments no
vina runas svinigaja sédé par godu Latvijas
starptautiskajai de iure atziSanai 1921. gada
28. janvari, savukart pie Andreja KurSinska
un Stanislava Kambalas biografijas — frag-
menti no runam debatés par tolaik aziotazu
izraisijuSo Latvijas Nacionala teatra izradi

Inta Krdimina. Autoritativs informacijas avots Latvijas likumdevéju darbibas pétniekiem

“Pans”. Sadu fragmentu pievieno$ana ne
tikai iezimé deputata uzskatus par kadu
jautajumu, kas ir bijis Satversmes sapulces
darba kartiba, ilustré politisko cinu atmos-
feru, ta laika parlamentaro diskursu un at-
tiecibas starp deputatiem un frakcijam, bet
ari padara biografisko aprakstu dzivaku (un
tas varbiit ir pats galvenais), atgadinot, ka
aiz katra apraksta slépjas individs ar savam
personibas iezimém, idealiem, parliecibu
un varblit ari aizspriedumiem. Lai gan
priek§varda autori norada uz neizbégamo
subjektivismu runu fragmentu atlas€, rodas
jautajums, kadeél gandriz neviena deputata
biografijas aprakstam'? nav pievienots frag-
ments no debatém par Satversmes projektu,
nemot véra, ka Satversmes sapulces galve-
nais uzdevums bija izstradat miisu valsts pa-
matlikumu. Tomeér $ada pieeja drizak biitu
vértéjama ka ieguvums, nevis tritkums, jo
tadéjadi tiek paradits, ka Satversmes sapul-
ces darba kartiba bija ne tikai Satversmes
un Agraras reformas likuma izstrade, bet
virkne dazadu citu jautajumu.

Gramatu bagatina ari vésturnieka
G. Zelmena ievads piecas sadalas, kuras
raksturotas Satversmes sapulces véléSanas,
velésanu rezultati, Satversmes sapulces dar-
biba, sastavs, ka ari sniegts ieskats deputatu
talakaja likteni. Ipasu véribu pelna ievada
sadala, kura analizéts Satversmes sapulces
sastavs, atklajot dazadas interesantas nianses
par deputatu vecumu, izglitibas limeni
un iesaistiSanos politika. Tapat saistosa,
parsteidzoSiem faktiem bagata un vienlai-
kus skaudra ir ievada sadala, kura ieziméti
deputatu talakie likteni péc Satversmes sa-
pulces pilnvaru beigam, liekot aizdomaties
par to, ka “deputatu [un ari vinu tuvinieku]
likteni miniatiird atspogulo visas Latvijas likteni
no 19. gs. beigam lidz 20. gs. otrajai pusei”
(37. 1Ipp.). Nedaudz kritiskak varétu biit
veért&jama sadala, kura apliikota Satversmes
sapulces darbiba. Salidzinosi liela vériba
veltita Satversmes sapulces atklasanas, ka
ari dazadu Satversmes sapulces frakciju
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saspiléto attiecibu atspoguloSanai, tomeér
nedaudz iztriikst izverstaka skaidrojuma par
Satversmes sapulces darba organizaciju. Lai
gan pamatvilcienos likumdoSanas process
kops Satversmes sapulces pilnvaru laika
nav biitiski mainijies, tomér tam bija sava
specifika. Pieméram, Satversmes sapulces
darbibas laika valsti joprojam pastavéja ta
devetais arkartejas likumdosanas institiits,
proti, Satversmes sapulces sesiju starplaika
likumdoS$anas funkcija bija Ministru kabine-
ta kompetencé. Tas nozimé, ka Satversmes
sapulces darba kartiba nonaca divéjadi
Ministru kabineta izstradatie likumprojek-
ti — likumprojekti, kurus Ministru kabinets
bija izstradajis un iesniedzis izskatiSanai
Satversmes sapulcé atbilstosi Satversmes
sapulces kartibas rullim, un likumi, kas bija
izdoti Satversmes sapulces sesiju starplaika.
Tapat biitu bijis velams, ja ievada sadala
par komisijam bitu atspogulots ne tikai
komisiju skaitliskais sastavs un ievéléSanas
specifika, un izaicinajumi, bet ari nedaudz
vairak biitu akcentéta komisiju un apaksko-
misiju nozime likumdoSanas procesa. Lidzigi
ka misdienas, ari tolaik likumprojekta
izskatiSana komisijas un ta sagatavoSana
nakamajam lasijumam bija likumdosanas
procesa svarigakais posms. Félikss Cieléns,
kas darbojas Arlietu, Juridiskaja un
Satversmes komisija, atminas raksta:

“Plendarsédes gan sakumd sandca reti, bet
toties dzivi stradaja komisijas, lai sagata-
votu likumprojektus. Seviski rosigi darbojas
Satversmes, Agrara un Juridiska komisija,
kuram bija veicami galvenie Satversmes sa-
pulces uzdevumi.”

Biografisko vardnicu papildina ari
divi pielikumi. Viena no tiem ir ieklauts
Satversmes sapulces prezidija sastavs, kas
Satversmes sapulces pilnvaru laika ir bijis
nemainigs, savukart otraja pielikuma - ko-
misiju sastavs un izmainas taja. Ipasi vértigs
ir otrais pielikums, nemot véra komisiju
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nozimi likumdoS$anas procesa un to, ka $ads
visu komisiju sastavu apkopojums lidz §im
nav publicéts. Tomér papildu vértiba otra-
jam pielikumam bfity, ja tiktu noraditi ari
komisiju priekssedéetaji.

Izdevuma saturisko vértibu palielina
arl bagatigais vizualais materials — vard-
nica ir 32 lappuses ielimju ar dokumen-
tiem un fotografijam, tostarp ari lidz Sim
nepublicéti materiali. Atzinigi vértéjams,
ka gandriz katram biografijas aprakstam
pievienots deputata fotoportrets, tadéjadi
sniedzot iespéju giit vizualu prieksstatu ari
par mazak zinamajiem tautas prieksstav-
jiem. Vairums ir kvalitativas fotografijas
no Latvijas Nacionala arhiva fondiem, un
vien retumis autori nav radusi citu iespéju,
ka pievienot zemakas kvalitates fotografijas,
pieméram, Jana Belinska fotografija ir no
turpinajumizdevuma “Zvejnieku Veéstnesis”,
Evalda Ivanova — no “Stradnieku Avizes”.
Ipasi uzteicami gramatas autoru centie-
ni iegiit fotografijas ari no privatajiem
arhiviem, pieméram, Jana CaliSa, Ignata
Gigela, Riidolfa Lapsas un Jana Velmera
fotografijas. Ka zinams, privatie arhivi ne
tikai médz aiziet nebiitiba dazadu iemes-
lu dél, bet laika gaita par aizvien lielaku
izaicinajumu var kliit to personu loka ma-
zinasanas, kuri spéj identificét fotografijas
redzamas personas. Lidz ar to autori ir ne
tikai sniegusi iespéju vizuali iepazit mazak
zinamos Satversmes sapulces deputatus, bet
ari, iesp&jams, saglabajusi §is fotografijas
pieejamas nakamajam paaudzém.

Tiek uzskatits, ka “izglitotu cilveku vai-
rakumam vardnicas simbolizé autoritativu un
koncentreétu informdcijas avotu”,'* un tads ne-
apSaubami ir ari §is izdevums. Gramatas au-
tori ir veikusi loti apjomigu, skrupulozu un
vertigu darbu, papildinot biografisko uzzinu
izdevumu klastu ar So vardnicu. Individualu
vésturisko aktu vai ricibu var ietekmét ve-
sela virkne dazadu faktoru, pieméram, per-
sonas tautiba un konfesionala piederiba,
sociala izcelSanas, izglitiba, darba pieredze
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un ienemtie amati, politiska piederiba. Ka
savulaik noradijis fran¢u veésturnieks Marks
Bloks (Marc Bloch), “intelektuala vai emo-
cionala reakcija nekad nerodas pati par sevi
dabiski, tad katru reizi, kad ta istenojas, mums
taja ir japapilas atklat celonus”.'> Biografiska
vardnica var palidzét identificét Sos c€lonus
un saskatit kopsakaribas, un prognozéjams,
ka virknei vésturnieku, kuru zinatniskas

intereses saistas ar Latvijas parlamentaris-
ma un 19. gadsimta beigu un 20. gadsimta
pirmas puses véstures pétniecibu, ta bis
novietota gramatu plaukta rokas stiepiena
attaluma. Tapat gramata, it seviski tas ievad-
dala, varétu biit interesanta lasamviela ari
plasakam lasitaju lokam - ikvienam, kuru
interesé Latvijas vésture, ipaSi Latvijas par-
lamentara vésture, un personibu loma taja.

ATSAUCES UN SKAIDROJUMI

! Vienlaikus informé&ju, ka recenzijas autore ir Latvijas Universitates studiju programmas “Vésture
un arheologija” doktorante un vinas promocijas darba vaditajs ir viens no recenzéjamas gramatas
autoriem — profesors Dr. hist. Eriks Jekabsons. Lai gan studentam recenzé&t macibspéka veikumu nav
laba prakse, ceru, ka $is fakts tiks uztverts ar izpratni, nemot véra, ka recenzijas autores zinatniskas
intereses ietver Satversmes sapulces darbibu.

N
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Persona, kuru Simanu gimene slépa vacu okupacijas laika, ir vélak pazistama Latvijas kino un teatra
zinatniece Valentina Freimane (1922-2018), un biitu drizak dévéjama par jaunu ebreju sievieti,
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Klusuma atskanas

Recenzija par gramatu: Klusuma.

Kviri, padomiju vara un sabiedriba Latvija,
1954-1991. Ineta Lipsa, Karlis Vérdins

un Kaspars Zellis (red.). Riga 2024. 351 Ipp.
ISBN 978-9934-615-20-7"

Janis Tauréns, Dr. hist.
@ https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6837-3901

2024. gada nogalé iznakusi kolektiva monografija “Klusuma. Kviri,
padomju vara un sabiedriba Latvija, 1954-1991”. Tas redaktori ir Ineta
Lip$a, Karlis Vérdin$ un Kaspars Zellis. Gramatu izdevis Fridriha Eberta
fonds (Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung) Latvijas Universitates pétnieka Toma Zarina
vadiba. Gramata ir seksualo subkultiiru praksém veltita tris gadus ilgusa
zinatniska projekta rezultats.

Pardomas izraisa jau gramatas virsraksts. Vispirms jaatzimeé, ka, kaut
arl jedzienam “kvirs” ir pasena veésture, gramatas varoni nezinaja, ka
reiz vinus ta sauks, tomér nosaukt kadu vésturisku paradibu ar vélak
raditu jédzienu ir regulara prakse. Rodas jautajums, ka vini sevi sauca?
Vards “homoseksualitate” bija zinams un atrodams K. A. Irbes pierakstos.
Interesanti, ka virsraksta izvéléta klusuma, nevis neredzamibas metafora.

Autoriem ir pieredze kviru véstures pétnieciba kops 2010. gada.
Japiemin I. LipSas nodala par homoseksualitati vinas monografija par
seksualitati Latvija starpkaru perioda? un vinas raksti par lesbiesu, geju,
biseksualu un transpersonu (LGBT - lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgen-
der) kopienas vésturi. Kopuma pétijumu par seksualitates izpausmém, kas
neatbilst oficialam sabiedribas normam, ir maz.?

Kviri definéti ka cilveki, kuru seksualas “prakses neatbilda heteronorma-
tivajam dzimtes un seksualitates normam”. Ar jédzieniem autori ir korekti
un uzmanigi, noradot, ka ne vienmeér viendzimuma seksualas attiecibas
liecina par seksualu orientaciju miisdienu izpratné. Tomér vards “gejs”
lietots diezgan bieZi, vairak gan Rietumu un PSRS konteksta.

Gramatas avoti ir gan padomju perioda oficialie dokumenti, kas
ietver Komunistiskas partijas komiteju, prokuratiiras, VDK, tiesas pravu
materialus, gan plasi izmantoti ego dokumenti — dienasgramatas un
intervijas. Nozimigs avots ir Kaspara Aleksandra Irbes dienasgramatas.*
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Autori apzinas, ka pilnigu veésturisku
ainu nav iesp&jams iegifit. Daudzi uzruna-
tie bija atturigi izteikties, autoru ceribas
uz lavinas efektu, proti, ka katrs interve-
jamais ieteiks nakamo, ari ir bijusas parak
optimistiskas.

Gramata izmantots plass literatiiras
klasts, ietverot Rietumu autoru pétijumus
un liecibas par kviru seksualitati PSRS.
Autori ipasi izce] Ritas Rudu$as veidotas
dzivesstastu gramatas® nozimi, noradot, ka
ta ir loti nozimiga, nemot véra sadas litera-
tlras trikumu Latvija.

Monografijai raksturigas teorétiskas
pardomas, pieminot zinaSanu sociologijas
un &tikas problémas, un analizei izmantota
refleksivitates metode. Nozime ir gan teo-
rétiskiem konceptiem, gan tiri praktiskiem
terminiem. Varbiit gramata biitu noderéjusi
neliela vardnica. Plasi lietots termins “kra-
zings” (cruising), kas nozimé iepaziSanos vai
seksa partnera mekléjumus publiskas vietas.
K. Zellis definé kriizingu $adi: “Telpa, kura
kviri centas izveidot attiecibas ar citiem.”
Dazi intervétie lietojusi vardu “medibas”.
Sis telpas ir bijusas dazadas, ari kafejnicas,
publiski parki un sabiedriskas tualetes, pir-
tis un pludmales, — plasu ieskatu par to var
giit K. A. Irbes dienasgramatas.

Lielu gramatas dalu - pirmo un otro
nodalu - sarakstijusi I. LipSa. Pirmaja no-
dala apliikota situacija komunistiskaja
Austrumeiropa, Padomju Savieniba un
Latvija, ietverot tiesisko reguléjumu, ofi-
cialo viedokli, ka ari popularzinatnisko li-
teratiiru ar tas stigmatiz€joSo un daudziem
traumatisko saturu, pieméram, tada bija
K. Zalisa “Milestibas varda”. Autore piever-
$as represiju apjoma problémai, noradot, ka
kopuma stajas speka aptuveni 300 tautas
tiesas spriedumu. Gramatas otra nodala sau-
cas “Socialas kontroles satiklojuma. Kviru
paklauSana un ricibspéks”. Janorada, ka ari
svariga koncepta “ricibspeks” (agency) visai
komplicéto definiciju atrodam tikai atsau-
c€ tieSam minijatiiriem burtiem. Pardomas
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izraisa PSRS un ASV situacijas salidzina-
jums. Pat neraugoties uz ta laika naidigo
oficialo politiku, kviru apstakli ASV bija
nesalidzinami labaki, un tos biitu nesali-
dzinami vieglak pétit.® Kviru situacija sa-
asinajas Nikitas HruScova (Nikita Hrushhjov)
Skietami liberalo reformu perioda. Partijai,
KGB, milicijai un iereibuSiem brivpratigiem
kartibas sargiem, neskatoties uz represivo
aktivitasu krasu pieaugumu, neizdevas pil-
niba apspiest kviru aktivitates. Geji kluva
par noziedznieku upuriem un nevaréja par
to zinot varas iestadém.” Starp citu, parspi-
leti liekas kada milicijas virsnieka vélakie
nostasti, ka vina riciba bijusi kartotéka
par 15 000 cilveku (gan ne tikai kviriem).
Nodalas otra dala veltita kviru ricibspékam.
Neskatoties uz varas pretestibu, kviriem
tomér izdevas “piesavinaties” publiskas
telpas, arl varai svarigas vietas. Interesanti
liekas cilveku protesti pret represijam, bijis
pat gadijums, kad upuris pieprasijis atjau-
nosanu partija. Rodas iespaids, ka ari varas
konkréti parstavji reizém nesaskatija repre-
siju jégu, pieméram, Augstaka tiesa atcéla
notiesajosu spriedumu.

Gramatas tre$a un ceturta nodala skar
makslas pasaules kviru likteni, te liela nozi-
me ir tekstu, uzvedibas, attélu analizei esteé-
tiskas kategorijas. Tresa nodala, ko saraksti-
jis Karlis Verdins, saucas “Kviru majas dzive
un makslinieka sensibilitate”. Autors norada
uz izplatito uzskatu, ka geju dzive galveno-
kart sastav no “kriizinga, islaicigiem sakariem
un gadijuma seksa, tomeér japievers uzmaniba
ari tiem homoseksualiem, kuru dzives centra ir
majas dzive, ilglaicigas attiecibas”. Patiesiba
varétu véleties, lai milestibas un ilgsto-
Su attiecibu biitu vairak, bet tada nu bija
toreizgja realitate. Nodala veltita rezZisora
Pétera Liica un Pétera Kaktina stabilajai
majas dzivei un tai viegli pretnostatamajam
Jana Silenieka isajam un trauksmainajam
mizam. Abu Péteru kopdzive sakas 20. gad-
simta 30. gados un beidzas ar Kaktina navi
1957. gada. Vinu kopdzive bija tik diskréta,
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ka par to tikpat ka neko nav iesp&jams uzzi-
nat, iznemot aréjas izpausmes. Svarigs téls
Seit ir abu kopigais nams Slampes iela un ta
viesu liecibas. K. Veérdin$ norada, ka kviru
izdzivoSanas formula bija kluss un nevaino-
jams dzivesveids un paklausiba varai. Péc
Kaktina naves miiza milestibu zaudg&juSajam
Lacim atlika tikai darbs teatri. Vina maks-
lu autors visai plasi analizé, noradot gan
uz rezisora mesliem padomju iekartai, gan
uzticibu pirmskara nacionalajam vértibam.
Autors analizé vina “performativo” aréjo
télu, kas varétu likties visai samakslots.
Kemps (camp) — termins, kas apzimé manie-
rigumu, parspiléjumu, redz dzivi ka teatri
un runu ka tirus citatus, liekas, ta ir loti
postmoderna pieeja. Jana Silenieka dzive
turpreti bija bohémiska ar biezam dzives-
vietas un abu dzimumu attiecibu mainam
(ka gan uzrakstit ta, lai tas neizskatitos péc
mietpilsoniskas moralizé$anas?). K. Vérdins
analizé Silenieka jeb DZona dzeju, ko verté
ka disharmonisku ar tragiskiem un homo-
erotiskiem elementiem. Bez dzejoliem no-
dalas avots ir arl izteiksmigas fotografijas.

Gramatas ceturta nodala, kuras autors ir
Janis Ozolins, veltita Gunara PieSa dienas-
gramatai, kas rakstita no 1959. gada lidz
gandriz vina miiza beigam 1996. gada un
lauj spriest par vina personibu, ka ari ap-
stiprina baumas par vina homoseksualita-
ti. Ta satur ari bagatigus materialus par
G. PieSa radoSo darbu - apzinoties, ka
pécteci to lasis, vin$ daudz lappusu veltija
savas makslas analizei, asi uztvéris padom-
ju perioda melnbalto kritiku. Interesants ir
J. Ozolina secindjums, ka reZisora filmas
“nepadodas tradicionalam interpretdacijam,
ja tas neaplitko no kviru teorijas pogzicijam”.
G. Piesa filmu varoni liecina par vina ap-
spiesto seksualitati. Liecibu par vina attie-
cibam un partneriem nav daudz, un nodala
§1 téma apliikota ne parak plasi.

Gramatas piekta nodala, kuras autore
ir Elizabete Vizgunova-Vikmane, saucas
“Nosléptas dzives. Par sievieSu viendzimuma

Janis Tauréns. Klusuma atskanas

milestibu”. Seit izpétes griitibas bijusas vél
lielakas neka par gejiem, reizém licies, ka
“lesbiesu [..] vienkarsi nebija”. Pétijuma mér-
kis tadgjadi kluva noskaidrot, ka laikabied-
ri uztvéra “sievietes, kuras miléja sievietes”.
Nodala diezgan liela nozime ir teorétiska-
jiem aspektiem un zinatniskas literatiiras
analizei. Viens no avotiem ir K. A. Irbes
dienasgramata, kurs identific&jis lesbietes
péc gérbsanas stila, gaitas un uzvedibas.
Tas varétu likties Saubigi no tradicionalas
véstures viedokla, kur vélamas stiprakas lie-
cibas, tomér vismaz atspogulo geja uztveri
par lesbiesu klatbiitni sabiedriba. Dazkart
Sie un citu piesaukto liecinieku novérojumi
ir parliecinosi. Intervéjamajiem dazkart ir
nosliece skaidrot divu sievieSu attiecibas ar
virieSu trikumu péckara Latvija un sadzives
apstakliem — vai ta tiek mekléts attaisno-
jums it ka nosodamai un nevélamai praksei?
Gramatas sesto nodalu ““Divi pasaules”?
Citada seksualitate kviru un nehomoseksua-
lu atmina” sarakstijis K. Zellis. Autors vélas
atbildét uz jautdjumu, vai heteroseksuali
un kviri dzivoja atskirigas pasaulés. Autors
uzreiz atzist, ka realitate ir tomér sarezgi-
taka par abu grupu binara pretnostatiSanu.
Nodala izmantotas intervijas ar deviniem
kviriem un astoniem nehomoseksualiem;
intervetie nehomoseksuali bija personiski
pazistami ar kviriem. Nodala rodam loti
plasu teorétisku analizi gan par véstures
avotiem, gan par kluséSanas iemesliem.
Tomeér taja ir ari daudz konkrétu liecibu,
kas lauj spriest par kvira virieSa dzives ciklu
no pirmas iepaziSanas ar pasu paradibu lidz
konkréetai praksei padomju apstaklos.
Gramata kopuma ir unikala un sniedz
daudz jauna faktiska materiala par kviru
dzivi Latvija padomju okupacijas perioda.
Ta atver socialas véstures lappusi, kas ci-
tadi varétu aizverties uz visiem laikiem.
Visa teksta klatesosa ir ari vara, ne tikai ka
fizisks represivs mehanisms, bet ari ka ne-
mitigu bailu avots, normalu dzivi un maks-
liniecisko jaunradi ierobeZojoSs faktors.
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Lasot gramatu, nerodas iespaids, ka sa-
biedriba tada, kada ta bija péckara Latvija,
biitu pilniba neatsauciga un tas attieksme
represiva, ta drizak var&ja biit, ka norada
autori, nezino$a un ari neinforméta par va-
ras represijam.

Autori noteikti lepojas ar izmantoto
plaso teorétiskas un pétnieciskas literatiiras

ATSAUCES UN SKAIDROJUMI

bazi, tomér darba sarezgita valoda var
apgriitinat ta uztveri. Varbiit gramata no-
derétu personu raditajs, kas aptvertu gan
politikus, gan zinatniekus. Noslédzot So
recenziju, nak prata, ka varbiit interesan-
ta btitu arl 90. gadu situacijas izpéte, kad
blakus daZiem publiski redzamiem kviriem
pastav ari milziga aisberga neredzama dala.

1 §is publikacijas tap$anu finanséjusi Latvijas Zinatnes padome, projekts “Latvijas 20.-

21. gadsimta vésture:
Nr. VPP-IZM-Vésture-2023/1-0003.

sociala morfogenéze,

mantojums un izaicinajumi”, projekta

2 INETA LIPSA. Seksualitate un sociala kontrole Latvija, 1914-1939. Riga 2014, 247.-304. Ipp.

3 Sk., pieméram, JANIS KERUSS, ALDIS UPMALIS. LPSR VDK vérsanas pret Latvijas radoSo inteligenci
20. gadsimta 50. gadu beigas: 1957. gada Rigas makslinieku “pornografijas grupas” procesa
piemérs. In: Acta Medico - historico Rigensia XVI (XXXV) [16 (35)], 2023, 23.-66. lpp.

4 KASPARS ALEKSANDRS IRBE. Slépta dzive. Homoseksudla dienasgramata, 1927-1949. Riga 2021

un tieSsaisté pieejamas digitalizétas dalas.

5 RITA RUDUSA. Pagrides citadiba. Homoseksuali padomju Latvija. Riga 2014.

¢ Lasitaja ieskatam var noderét mazliet skandalozais TENESIJS VILJAMSS. Atminas. Riga 2008.

7 Nak prata geniala britu matematika Alana Tjtringa (Alan Turing) liktenis, kuram sfidziba policija
par vina apzagSanu beidzas ar paSa notiesaSanu un pasnavibu.
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Sabiedriba un individs, ekonomika un
politika, pagatne un nakotne, linearais
un cikliskais — pretnostatijumi un
koncepcija Latvijas saimnieciba kops
19. gadsimta

Recenzija par gramatu: Gatis Kramins
(sast., red.). Turbulence ka virzitajspéks:
Latvijas cilvéki un tautsaimnieciba

150 gados. Riga 2025. 604 Ipp.

ISBN 978-9934-20-728-0

Raimonds Ceruzis, Dr. hist.
@ https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6982-2932

TURBULENCE
* KA ey
VIRZITAJSPEKS

LATVUAS CILVEKI UN TAUTSAIMNIECIBA 150 GADOS

|

SASTADITAJS GATIS KRUMINS ~

2024. gada nogalé apgada “Jumava” klaja laista apjomiga kolektiva
monografija “Turbulence ka virzitajspeks: Latvijas cilveéki un tautsaim-
nieciba 150 gados”. Gramatas sastaditajs un zinatniskais redaktors vés-
turnieks Vidzemes Augstskolas asociétais profesors Gatis Kriimins ir bijis
vairaku ekonomiskiem aspektiem veltitu gramatu veidotajs un lidzautors.
Pieméram, 2017. gada vins veidojis nozimigu kolektivu monografiju, kura
apskatita Latvijas saimniecibas vésture 20.-21. gs.!, bet 2021. gada - ko-
lektivu monografiju, kura apliikotas saimnieciskas situacijas ta briza ak-
tualitates un modelétas attistibas iesp&jas.? Jauna gramata uzskatama par
§1 darba turpinajumu Vidzemes Augstskolas pasparn€, un taja iesaistijusies
ari vesturnieki, kuri lidzdarbojusies abas agrak izdotajas gramatas, ka ari
ilgstosi sadarbojusSies PSRS okupacijas zaud&jumu aprékinasanas komisija.
Tostarp minami plasu atpazistamibu iemantojusie — vésturnieks, demo-
grafijas un etnografijas pétnieks Ilmars MeZs, kam izcili nopelni latviesu
uzvardu véstures izpété,® un vésturnieks Janis Silins, kas detalizéti pétijis
padomju varas iso periodu (1918-1919) Latvija.*

Izdevuma “Turbulence ka virzitajspeks” apvienoti, strauji mai-
nigajai geopolitiskajai situacijai pielagoti un talak attistiti autoru ie-
priekSéjas gramatas aizskartie dazadie aspekti. Vértéjot saimnieciskos
procesus Latvijas teritorija, gramata lietota problémorientéta tematis-
ka pieeja. Autorus intereséjusi ne tikai pagatne, bet ari nakotne. Sada
pieeja ir originala, jo véstures zinatnei Latvija tipiskais hronologiskais
izklasts kombinéts ar socialajam zinatném raksturigiem elementiem.
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Gramata piedava plasu un daudzslanai-
nu skatijumu uz Latvijas ekonomiskas un
socialas veéstures attistibu. Informacijas
bazi taja veido Latvijas Nacionala arhiva
lietas, preses materiali, statistika un daza-
di pétijumi, tostarp pasu autoru ieprieks
veiktie. Gramatas vadmotivs — piedzivotie
kari, revoliicijas, krizes, sabrukumi un citas
katastrofas (autoru sauktas par turbulen-
cém) uzskatamas par izSkiroSu veésturisku
virzitajspeku, jo rada veésturiskas attistibas
kapumu un kritumu ciklus, kas savstarpé-
ji mijas. Latvijas attistiba un visas kops
19. gadsimta nogales piedzivotajas “tur-
bulencés” meklétas un atrastas gan poziti-
vas, gan ari negativas attistibas tendences.
Lasitajam piedavats kritisks, vietam ari
didaktiski moraliz&joss attistibas posmu ap-
raksts un kritiski vértéta sabiedribas spé&ja
reagét uz izaicinajumiem.

Darba struktiiru iespaidojusas miisdie-
nu aktualitates. Gramatas autori izvélgju-
Sies atsevisSkus saimniecibas aspektus, par
kuriem sabiedriba diskuté tiesi paslaik,
un veidojusi ieskatu to vésturiskaja attis-
tiba. Tematiska atlase veidojusies origina-
la. Saimnieciskas attistibas pamatiezimes
150 gadu perioda, alkohola razoSana un
patérin$, nakotnes attistibas perspektivas
(G. Krtmins, 11.-136., 495.-590. Ipp.),
Rigas loma saimnieciba lidz Otra pasaules
kara noslégumam un telekomunikaciju vés-
ture (J. éilil}§, 137.-182., 357.-394. lpp.),
demografijas un migracijas procesi (I. MeZs,
183.-228. Ipp.), lauksaimniecibas un kok-
riipniecibas attistiba (G. Kriimins, Baiba
Klavina, 393.-356. Ipp.), latvieSu diaspora
pasaules ekonomisko procesu konteksta
(Janis Mazeiks, 456.-494. Ipp.). Rakstot
par jautajumiem, kas skar Latvijas attisti-
bu péc neatkaribas atjaunosanas, daudz-
viet noraditi ekspertu-praktiku viedokli
(Valdis Dombrovskis, Edmunds Krastins,
Einars RepSe u. c.). Turklat $i ir pirma
recenzenta vertéta gramata, kura ieklauts
maksliga intelekta rika ChatGPT veidots

teksts — secindjumi par Latvijas nakotnes
attistibas tendenci (562.-563. Ipp.).

Problémorientétajai darba struktiirai ir
savas priekSrocibas. Ekonomiskos procesus
ta lauj saistit ar sabiedribas attistibu,
pieméram, ka riipniecibas attistiba ietek-
méja migraciju vai ka regionala nevienli-
dziba socialaja joma Latvija veidojusies
dazadu krizu rezultata. Tapat interesanta
dimensija vérojama arzemju latviesu dia-
sporas apraksta. Ja parasti to raksturo ka
politisku un kultiiras fenomenu, tad Seit
tiek aprakstitas diasporas parstavju saim-
nieciskas aktivitates pasaulé, kas noteikti ir
mazak zinams aspekts. Vienlaikus izvéléta
pieeja struktiiras izveidé sadrumstalo
tekstu — lasitajiem var biit sarezgiti nolasit
autoru kopé&jo vadmotivu. Var Saubities par
metodi, kas novedusi pie gramatas tema-
tiskas kompozicijas. Ka autori secinajusi,
ka, piemeéram, tiesi telekomunikacija, kok-
riipnieciba un alkohola lietojums 150 gadu
konteksta apliikojams plasak? Un kapéc
Rigas loma Latvijas saimnieciba noslédzas
ar Otro pasaules karu un neturpinas visu
150 gadu periodu? Miisdienu Latvijas taut-
saimnieciba tac¢u joprojam tiesi Riga kon-
centréjas nozimigakie iedzivotaju un saim-
niecibas resursi.

Kopuma autori spgjusi izmantot daza-
dus vésturisko faktu piemérus, kas sarezgi-
tus ekonomikas un demografijas procesus
padarijusi vieglak uztveramus plasai lasi-
taju publikai. Gramata daudzviet izcelas
ar dinamisku literaru valodu, varétu pat
teikt — eksperimenté un provoceé ar lite-
raro stilu jau kop$ gramatas nosaukuma
izlasiSanas. Tomér $aja slépjas vel viens §i
kolektiva darba klupSanas akmens cela uz
plasas publikas pratiem — teksta satura ne-
viendabiba. Autori lieto atSkirigas metodes,
izteiksmes veidus un argumentaciju. Katra
nodala var novérot atSkirigu dzilumu un
detalizacijas pakapi. Pieméram, nav Saubu
par telekomunikaciju nozimi Latvijas teri-
torija kops$ telegrafa ievieSanas, bet nodala
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par telekomunikaciju attistibu skiet izteikti
tehniska un kontrasté ar paréjam, kas ir
vairak visparigas. Savukart nodalas par de-
mografiju un migraciju, ka ari Rigas nozimi
Latvijas teritorijas saimnieciba ir ievérojami
akadémiskakas par darba nosléeguma dalu,
kas pretendé uz nakotnes modelésanu.

Véstures materiala mijiedarbiba ar
nakotnes modeléSanu noteikti ir novitate
Latvijas vestures literatiira. Darba ir vairak
neka 100 ar jedzienu “nakotne” saistitu tek-
sta formul&jumu, tostarp, pieméram, pieda-
vati dazadi iesp&jamie Latvijas attistibas celi
lidz 2040., pat 2050. gadam. Iesp&jams, di-
vas no parsteidzoSajam “Turbulence ka vir-
zitajspeks” atzinam — ekonomikas attistibas
tendencém saglabajoties, jau péc pieciem
gadiem Lietuvas IKP parsniegs Latvijas IKP
divas reizes (543. lpp.), bet, saglabajoties
negativai demografiskajai tendencei, péc
40 gadiem Latvija blis mazak iedzivotaju
neka Igaunija (227. lpp.). Tas ir pieradi-
jums neveiksmigai demografiskai politikai
pasmajas.

Gramatas “Turbulence ka virzitajspeks”
problémorientétaja ievirzé var saskatit li-
dzibu ar pasaulé atpazistamiem ekonomikas
un socialas véstures pétniekiem, kuri anali-
z&jusi cikliskumu, vésturisko parmainu un
krizu ietekmi uz valstu attistibu pagatné un
iesp&jamo ietekmi nakotné. Atseviski ASV
autori $is tendences konstatéjusi jau auksta
kara laika. Pieméram, Carlzs Kindlbergers
(Charles Kindleberger), kas sarakstija vienu
no pirmajiem detalizétajiem pétijumiem
par ekonomikas cikliem un finansu krizém,®
Arturs Slezingers (Arthur Schlesinger) par
politiskajiem cikliem ASV un to nozimi®.
Misdienas piedzivotie politiskie un ekono-
miskie satricindjumi, valstu geopolitiskas
intereses un to izraisitie izaicinajumi bijis
pamudindjums jaunam polemiskas ievirzes
publikacijam par attistibas lizumpunktu jeb
kriZzu nozimi véstures procesd.” Ipasi izce-
lams Seit biitu 2024. gada Nobela prémijas
laureatu ekonomika Darona AdZemoglu

(Daron Acemoglu) un DZeimsa Robinsona
(James Robinson) kopdarbs par particibas
un nabadzibas veésturiskajiem céloniem.®
Te dazadu valstu pieméros (ari PSRS) bal-
stita ekonomikas un politikas kopsakariba
radita ka cikliski mainigs process, kas atka-
rigs no ta, vai valsti iedzivotajus ieklauj vai
izsledz no saimnieciska labuma radiSanas
un baudiSanas procesa. Abu pasaulslaveno
arzemju autoru ieklauSanas vai izslégsanas
koncepcija palidzétu latvieSu autoru lizum-
punktu pieeju pozicionét ka modernas, bet
noteikti ari diskutablas veéstures teorijas
sastavdalu. Sobrid latvie$u autoru pétijums
nodots lasitajam bez $ada teorétiska pama-
ta, bet, tulkojot darbu angliski (ka ieceréts),
to ieteicams veidot.

Turpinot pieminamas ari dazas origina-
las, bet Saubigas interpretacijas. Lasam, ka
PSRS Otra pasaules kara laika neesot bijusi
ilgtermina plani par Latviju (530. lpp.).
Skiet, tas nonak pretruna ar Baltijas valstu
sovjetizacijas stratégiju, ko Kremlis istenoja
1939.-1940. gada un kas nekada zina nav
uzskatama par neplanotu nejausibu. Si ne-
precizitate varétu radit parpratumus. Skiet,
ka ne tikai diskutabls, bet drizak Saubigs
ir apgalvojums, ka péc 1949. gada marta
deportacijam okupétas Latvijas sovjetizacija
bija pabeigta (111. Ipp.). Faktiski represijas
un institucionalas parmainas turpinajas ne
tikai 50. gados, sovjetizacija §1 varda plasa-
ka nozimé varéja beigties, vienigi likvidéjot
padomju iekartu. Saistiba ar sovjetizacijas
mantojumu atrodama ari téze, ka kolekti-
vizacija laukos bijusi “dzili racionala” - ja
ta likvidetu viensétas un Latvijas laukos
visi dzivotu ciemos, dzives izmaksas biitu
krietni mazakas, jo nebiitu jauztur, piemé-
ram, ekstensiva infrastruktiira, elektrotikls
(533. Ipp.).

Noteikti novators ir konstatéjums, ka jau
1987. gada okupétaja Latvija bija vérojams
IKP kritums, kas apgaZz sabiedriba plasak zi-
namos uzskatus, ka kritums sacies tikai péc
neatkaribas atjauno$anas (115. Ipp.). Tomér
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biitu bijis krietni parliecinosak, ja tas biitu
pamatots ar parbauditiem avotiem. Varbiit
IKP aprékina iztriicis, ka tiesi tobrid, iespé-
jams, migrantu un okupacijas karaspéka
gimenu piederigo maksimala piepliduma
del, “kopigais labums”, izdalot uz vienu ie-
dzivotaju, bija kluvis mazaks?

Autori intervija “Latvijas Radio 1” par
jauno gramatu paudusi, ka plasi izplati-
tais pien€mums par vislielako iedzivotaju
skaitu Latvijas teritorija pirms Pirma pa-
saules kara, ir klida. Tagad jaielago, ka
vislielakais iedzivotaju skaits bija padomju
okupacijas nosleguma 1989.-1990. gada.®
Tatad apstridéts pétijumos bieZi minétais
Latvijas iedzivotaju skaits 1914. gada -
2,55 miljoni (184.-185. lpp.), bet alterna-
tivais skaitlis, kas Skiet akcept&jams un ir
par ceturtdalmiljonu mazaks, tomér gra-
mata varé&ja biit parliecinosak argumenteéts,
tostarp pamatots ar avotiem.

Ieprieks minétie un citi autoru kopdarba
rezultati liecina, ka izmantots plass statis-
tikas materialu klasts, tostarp salidzinosi
IKP aprékini un demografiskie raditaji, kas
raksturo Baltijas valstis kopuma. Sis aspekts
padara gramatu ipaSi nozimigu regionalas
ekonomikas un socialas véstures pétniecibai.
Tacu, lai gan gramatas beigas ir informaci-
jas avotu saraksts, triikst skaidribas par datu
ieguve lietoto metodi un daudzviet véstures
procesa atainojuma ir jiitams informacijas
avotu norazu tritkums. Atsauceés labi ie-
derétos ari Latvijas Nacionala arhiva lietu
nosaukumi, ne tikai numuri. Daudzviet, kur
lietoti oficialie valsts institficiju avoti vai
statistikas materials, bfitu bijusi vélama §1
materiala kritiska ticamibas parbaude. Ipasi
tas attiecas uz padomju okupacijas laiku,
kad bija pienemts noklusét realitati, mani-
pulét ar statistiku, izmantot to propagandai,
lai ekonomiskajos raditajos PSRS starptau-
tiski neizskatitos atpalikusi.

Ta ka darba nodalas ir problémorien-
tétas un Skietami autonomas, gramatas
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nosléguma iederétos visparigs kopsavilkums
par to, ka aprakstitie vésturiskie procesi
un jomas saistiti un ka tie veido kopainu.
Par spiti Sai nepilnibai, gramatas teksts lauj
izsecinat vairakus jautdjumus, kas nodarbi-
najusi autorus un par kuriem vini velétos
diskutét plasak. Pieméram, cik liela méra
attistiba bijusi atkariga no argjiem un cik
liela méra no ieks€jiem ekonomiskiem
faktoriem? Proti, vai Latvijas ekonomikas
attistibu tik loti noteikusi pasmaju ierédni,
politiki, ministri un valdibas vaditaji, ka tas
izsecinams no agrak klaja laistiem veéstures
pétijumiem? Cik liela méra latviesi var&ja
veidot vésturi un varés veidot nakotni?
Respektivi, vai esam pasivi globala procesa
dalibnieki vai tomér varam to aktivi
iespaidot? Secinams, ka autorus vieno
uzskats par saimniecibas valstiskas plano-
$anas nepiecieSamibu un jégpilnumu - ari
Sis aspekts, Skiet, ir polemiku raisoss. Proti,
vairakas vietas noraidita kritika un, ka
rakstits, pat izsmé&jiga pieeja, kas akade-
miskaja literatiira veltita, pieméram, Karla
Ulmana iesaktajai saimniecibas planoSanai
1938. gada (63.-64. Ipp.) un riipniecibas
attistibas veicinasanai (76.-77., 79., 81.,
84. lpp.).

Aizskarta ari kada loti nozimiga, iespé-
jams, pat visas Rietumu pasaules paradig-
mas probléma. Ta saistita ar alternativas
veéstures attistibas viziju, ko “Turbulence
ka virzitajspeks” iezimé. Darba lasams, ka
Vacu Impérijas uzvaras gadijuma Pirmaja
pasaules kara Latvijas teritorija saglabatos
kartu privilégijas, muiznieku zemes ipa$umi,
notiktu latvieSu parvacosana utt. (30. lpp.).
Vai tie§am viss tik skaidri? Drizak né. Vacu
keizarvalsti tobrid bija moderna sabiedriba,
noteikti nebija atbalsta Baltijas arhaiskajai
kartibai un muiZniecibai, liela teikSana po-
litiskaja procesa visu kara laiku bija aristok-
ratu pretiniekiem socialdemokratiem, vacu
liberalie intelektuali, ka, pieméram, Fridrihs
Naumans (Friedrich Naumann) piedavaja
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revolucionari jaunu Eiropu vienojuSu un
ieklaujoSu arhitektiiru.'® Pazistamais britu-
amerikanu vesturnieks Nils Férgusons (Niall
Ferguson) tadel provokativi ir rakstijis pavi-
sam pretéji jaunas gramatas autoriem - ja
Vacu Impérija kara uzvarétu, tad Eiropa jau
80 gadus agrak izveidotos kaut kas lidzigs
Eiropas Savienibai un, protams, nebiitu labi
zinamo priek$noteikumu Otrajam pasaules
karam.!! Jaatzist, visai racionala interpreta-
cija, kurai ir iesp&ja attistities, ja Krievijas
tradicionala propagandas autoritate abu
pasaules karu vainas interpretacija turpinas
sagriit. Seit ir un biis pamats turpmakam

ATSAUCES UN SKAIDROJUMI

vesturnieku diskusijam, un paldies kolégiem
par polemisku ievirzi!

Lai gan darba ir metodologiskas nepilni-
bas un teksts daudzviet ir moralizgjoss, tas ir
nozimigs pienesums ekonomiku un sabied-
ribu ietekméjoso speku izpeté. “Turbulence
ka virzitajspéks” ir vértigs papildinajums ari
Latvijas socialas un ekonomiskas pagatnes
apzinasana, jo piedava padzilinatu ieskatu
atseviSku misdienas ipasi aktualu aspektu
vésturiskaja genéz€é. Gramatai ir iesp€jas
piesaistit plasu lasitaju loku un kalpot par
pamatu jégpilnai diskusijai, tiesi ta, ka to
autori gramatas ievada velgjusies.
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Ivars Smilga un
latvieu revolucijas epilogs Krievija

Nu jau savu ilgstoSo nozimigo darbibu valsts kultiiras un politikas
lauka diemzél un diezgan negaiditi beiguSais Zurnals “Rigas Laiks”
2022.-2023. gada aizsaka un realiz&ja ari isu, bet saméra veiksmigu iz-
devéjdarbibu biitisku neliela apjoma darbu izdoSana. Ta ir sérija “Rigas
Laika mazas gramatinas”, un taja kopuma tika izdoti pieci darbi - ari
krievu rakstnieka Izaka Babela (“Odesas stasti”), literata un aktiera Andra
Kalnozola (“Eiropas stasti”), Kanadas zurnalista Batlera Brina-DZonatana
(“Pasazieris”), ka ari “Radio Happenings” sarunas. Ta ir kopuma diezgan
atskirigu lasoSajai latvieSu auditorijai nozimigu literari filozofisku tekstu
kopa, kura jau ienémusi noteiktu vietu ari misu literaraja mantojuma
un publicistiskaja telpa. Tomér pirmajam sérija izdotajam darbam ir no-
zimiga vieta ari miisu véstures zinatné. Diemzél ta iznakSana Latvijas
sabiedriba nepelniti “pazuda” pécpandémijas, karsto starptautisko un
iekSpolitisko nori$u atmosféra. Runa ir par faktiski aizmirstam, tacu loti
ievérojamam latvieSu revolucionaram — Ivaram Smilgam — un vina darbi-
bai veltito, no krievu valodas tulkoto Jurija Slozkina darbu.!

Jurijs Slozkins (Jurij Sljozkin, Yuri Slezkine) ir viens no ievérojama-
kajiem pasaules limena 20. gadsimta pirmas puses Padomju Savienibas
veéstures specialistiem. Beidzis Maskavas Valsts universitati, J. Slozkins
kops 70. gadiem dzivoja un izglitojas Rietumos, 2004.-2013. gada bija
Kalifornijas Universitates (Bérkli) Slavu, Austrumeiropas un Eirazijas
studiju centra direktors, bet no 2019./2020. macibu gada ir Oksfordas
universitates zinatniskais lidzstradnieks Lielbritanija. Stradajis ari Vacijas
un Francijas, Krievijas zinatniskajos centros, bet 2021. gada - viesprofe-
sora statusa — ari LU Veéstures un filozofijas fakultaté. Visparéju uzmanibu
izpelnijusies vairaki J. Slozkina darbi, pieméram, par Padomju Savienibas
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sievie$u dzivi lidz Otrajam pasaules karam,
nelielo Krievijas ziemelu tautu likteni, ebre-
ju tautas vésturi u. c¢.? Turklat viens no zina-
makajiem J. Slozkina darbiem ir “Valdibas
nams. Krievu revoliicijas saga”, kura au-
tors caur 505 augstakas klases dzivoklos
nama iepreti Kremlim mitoSo Padomju
Savienibas valdosas elites pasu augstako
amatpersonu (t. sk. ap 30 latviesu, ieskai-
tot I. Smilgu lidz represéSanai) dzives un
darbibas prizmu skata sarezgito valsts un
bolseviku reZzima veésturi no cara varas lidz
elitaraka Maskavas dzivojama nama iemit-
nieku fiziskai iznicinaSanai masu represijas
1937.-1938. gada.®

Jaatzist par dzili neikdienisku paradibu,
ka $ada limena autors (J. Slozkins) vienu
no darbiem veltijis Latvijas vésturei jeb,
pareizak, Latvijas vésturei plasakas telpas
konteksta, turklat taja skaidri apliecinot,
ka, neraugoties uz pédéjos gados neoficiali
raisijusos diskusiju, vai misdienu latvieSu
vesturnieku pienakumos ietilpst nacijas
“atskelusas dalas” jeb starpkaru perioda
Latvija neatgriezuSos un savai dzimtenei
klaji naidigas Padomju Savienibas politiku
realiz&josas latvieSu nacijas parstavju dar-
bibas analize, tas vienkarsi ir jadara. Jo
citadi més nespé&jam ne pasaulei paskaid-
rot patiesos, kopuma dzili logiskos saméra
plasas paradibas c€lonus, ne ari pilnvertigi
izprast paSi savu vesturi un vienu no tas
20. gadsimta sarezgitakajam epizodém, kas
izpausmi rada ievérojama latvieSu atbalsta
Padomju Krievijas bolSeviku partijai un tas
realizétajai politikai. Sis atbalsts bija lielaks,
neka sniedza citas regiona tautas, kaut ari
kopuma $ada tendence bija diezgan masvei-
diga ari ebrejiem, poliem, igauniem u. c.,
un sakara ar darba daudzkart pieminéto
jaatzist — ipaSi pamanams, nemot vera jop-
rojam stipri mitologizéto latvieSu strélnie-
ku lomu Pilsonu kara norisés, pievienojot
tikpat mitologizéto “strélnieku” saistiSanu
ar latvieSiem bolSeviku represivo un citu
iestazu dienesta Pilsonu kara norisés, tapat

daudzu etnisko latvieSu atraSanos vadoSos
amatos PSRS augstakajas politiskajas, mi-
litarajas, represivajas un saimnieciskajas
struktiiras ari péc Pilsonu kara.*

Lidz 80. gadu beigam runat par 1937.—
1938. gada represéto latvieSu esamibu
Padomju Savienibas elité Latvijas neatka-
ribas laika bija ne vien iesp&ja apliecinat
savu padevibu okupacijas rezimam, bet,
lai cik tas izklausitos paradoksali, arl viena
no iespéjam gal&ji ierobeZotajos apstaklos
paust patriotisku nostaju, turklat ne obligati
padomju (ipasi, runajot par latvieSu strél-
niekiem). Tacu starp viniem nevaré&ja biit
Ivars Smilga — neapSaubami viens no ievé-
rojamakajiem un péc ienemta stavokla nozi-
migakajiem latvieSiem bolSeviku apvérsuma
jeb revoliicijas un Pilsonu kara norisés, ka
ari péc tam. Jo vins ka “trockists” tika re-
preséts ievérojami atrak, vardam pazidot
no oficialas Padomju Savienibas véstures.

Lidz Atmodai I. Smilgas vards tika gan-
driz pilniba nokluséts. Iespéja atceréties ari
vinu paradijas 80. gadu nogalé.® Péc neat-
karibas atgiiSanas par latvieSiem Padomju
Savieniba ir rakstijusi Vitalijs Salda, Tatjana
Bartele, Janis Riekstin$, Toms Kikuts u. c.,
epizodiski pieminot ari I. Smilgu.® Tomeér
lidz Sim nav tapusi zinatniska, argumentéta
un ar kopigam norisém pasaul€ saistita ana-
lize par So biitisko miisu véstures epizodi.

I. Smilgas izcelsme un biografija ir
izcils piemérs nacijas komplicetajai veés-
turei. I. Smilga dzimis 1892. gada Alojas
pagasta Mezurgas loti turiga (150 hektaru
liela saimnieciba) un inteligenta saimnieka
Tena Smilgas gimené. Biidams Valmieras
progimnazijas skolnieks (Ivars Klava Pavila
RoziSa romana “Valmieras puikas”), pie-
dalijas 1905. gada revoliicijas norisés. Péc
tam, kad soda ekspedicija noslepkavoja vina
tévu, Ivars iestajas socialdemokratu partija,
no 1910. gada studéja tieslietas Maskavas
Tautas universitate, 1911. gada tika no tas
izslegts par politisku darbibu, bet 1915.-
1917. gadu pavadija izstitijuma Sibirija. Péc
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Februara revoliicijas atbrivots, Petrograda
kopa ar V. Leninu un citiem ievéléts par
bolSeviku partijas Centralas Komitejas lo-
cekli un komandéts “darba” par “apgabala
armijas, flotes un stradnieku izpildkomitejas
priekssedetaju” Somija ar uzdevumu organi-
z&t tur bolSeviku nakSanu pie varas. Starp
citu, vin$ ari koordiné&ja sarkangvardu vie-
nibu nosiitiSanu uz Petrogradu apvérsuma
diena 7. novembri. Péc Somijas neatkaribas
proklamésanas iecelts par Padomju Krievijas
pilnvaroto parstavi $aja valsti, aktivi piedali-
jas Pilsonu kara izraisiSana, péc sarkano sa-
kaves atgriezas Krievija, turpmakajos gados
pildija atbildigus uzdevumus Pilsonu kara
frontes, biidams to Revolucionaras Kara pa-
domes loceklis (Ziemelu-Uralu, Austrumu,
Dienvidaustrumu, Kaukaza, Rietumu un
Dienvidu). Turklat no 1919. gada maija vins
bija visas valsts Kara Revolucionaras pado-
mes loceklis un Sarkanas armijas Politiskas
parvaldes prieksnieks, respektivi, armijas
galvenais politiskais komisars (faktiski va-
dija visu armijas komisaru darbibu).

Péc kara I. Smilga palika PSRS un
kluva par ietekmigu ekonomistu. 1921.—
1923. gada vins bija Augstakas tautas saim-
niecibas padomes priekssédétaja vietnieks,
1924.-1926. gada Valsts plana prieksse-
detaja vietnieks, péc tam G. Plehanova
Ekonomiskas universitates profesors un
direktors, neilgi Talo Austrumu bankas
direktors. 1927. gada decembri arestéts ka
opozicija nonakusa Leva Trocka atbalstitajs,
izslégts no partijas un izsttits. 1930. gada,
péc paustas “gréku nozélas” apzélots un
atjaunots partija, bija Augstakas tautas
saimniecibas mobilizacijas parvaldes prieks-
sédétdja vietnieks, no 1933. gada — Valsts
plana komitejas priekSseédétaja vietnieks
Vidusazijas sektora, 1934. gada atbrivots
no amata, 1935. gada janvari arestéts un
nogadats Verhneuralska izciest piespriesto
10 gadu ieslodzijumu. 1938. gada parvests
uz Maskavu, kur piespriests navessods, no-
Sauts. Arestéta un nosauta ari dzivesbiedre
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NadezZda, arestétas abas meitas, arestéts ari
PSRS dzivojoSais bralis Pavils, kas miris
ieslodzijuma.

J. Slozkins darba par I. Smilgu lieto sev
ierasto metodi, caur galvena varona télu
atspogulojot plasakus procesus un norises,
$aja gadijuma - latvieSu vietu un lomu
Krievijas revoliicija. Darba ievada rakstits:

“Nav iespeéjams peétit bolSeviku vesturi, ne-
pamanot latviesus. Toties var izlasit vaira-
kas gramatas par latviesu vesturi, tikpat ka
nepamanot bolSevikus. Un var, cik tik, lasit
par krievu revoliciju, bet latviesu revoliiciju
ta ari neieraudzit [..] Krievu revoliicija [..]
nebija tikai krievu revoliicija vien. Dazadam
revoliicijam — polu, gruzinu, somu, kalnie-
Su, ebreju — bija daZads sastavs, meérogs,
izcelsme un attiecibas ar galvaspilsétam
un kaiminiem. Verienigaka, radikalaka un
sekmigaka no tam bija latviesu revolicija,
kuras rezultats bija suverénas valsts nodibi-
nasana Latvija un bolSeviku valdiSanas sa-
kums lielakaja Krievijas Imperijas teritorijas
dala [..] Neviena cita naciondla sacelSands
nav izradijusies tik nozimiga Krievijas ves-
ture.” (5.-6. Ipp.)

Minétais isi summarizé ari darba gal-
veno domu un vadmotivu — pamata tas ir
logisks, kaut ari prasa zinamu precizéSanu
nakotné, iesp&jams, sadarbojoties ar lat-
vieSu vésturniekiem, jo, pieméram, rodas
jautajums par pasu terminu “latvieSu revo-
lticija” un ta lietoSanu ari attieciba uz lat-
vieSiem pilnigi sveSas un naidigas, brutalas
un totalitaras varas kalpiba pargajusiem
etniskajiem latvieSiem (abstrah&joties no
dalgji nacionaliem céloniem, kas vinus tur
noveda). Tapat — neatkaribu izveidoja ne
jau tikai latviesi, ka var saprast no ieprieks
citéta, bet ari poli, somi u. c.

Autors analizé célonus, kuru dél
1905. gada revolicijas laika Latvija
“ticibas, neprata un varmdcibas (revolucio-
naras un represivas) bija vairak neka citas
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imperijas dalas”, atbildi dal&ji pamatoti sa-
skatot augstakaja urbanizacija un latviesu
bezzemnieku Ipatsvara limeni attieciba
pret vacu muizam, visparéja lasitprasmeé,
ka ari nacionalaja faktora, ko bitiski papil-
dinaja marksistiska retorika (14.-15. Ipp.).
Pamata pareizi, kaut ari §is nakotné noteik-
ti izvérSams, izcelot tie$i nacionalo fakto-
ru (1905. gada revoliicija visasak risinajas
vietas, kur blakus sociali ekonomiskajiem
apstakliem pastavéja nacionala apspiesana),
turklat japiebilst, ka ir stridigs jautajums,
vai tieSi Latvija, ka minéts, vai tomeér Polijas
teritorija bija ta, kur revoliicija norisa visra-
dikalak (vienkarsi Polijas teritorija 3aja zina
joprojam tiek “izstumta” no Krievijas his-
toriografijas, acimredzot apzinoties Polijas
noskirtibu no Krievijas, kas savukart netiek
attiecinata uz Baltijas tautam). Rakstot par
1905. gada revolicijas laika “Valmieras pui-
kam” (I. Smilga bija viens no centralo télu
prototipiem Pavila RoziSa $ada nosaukuma
romana) un to idealiem, autors labi norada
uz vinu dazado likteni — politikis Linards
Laicens, rakstnieki Ridolfs Akers un Pavils
Rozitis, gleznotajs Niklavs Strunke, vés-
turnieks Arveds Svibe, literatiirzinatnieks
Ridolfs Egle, publicists Janis Lapin$, agro-
noms un rektors Pavils KreiSmanis, dzejnieks
Janis Karklin$, Zurnalists un “diplomats”
(patiesiba padomju spiegs) Janis Masters
(Straujans) (13. lpp.) -, atzim@&jot, ka “vinu
celi skirsies”. Jadoma, bija bitiski noradit,
ka no visiem minétajiem vienigi Janis
Masters un dalgji ari Linards Laicens (tikai
no 1932. gada) kopa ar 1. Smilgu darbojas
PSRS, kur ari tika nogalinati (J. Masters
1926.-1935. gada bija PSRS Telegrafa agen-
tliras korespondents Riga). Paréjie darbojas
neatkarigaja Latvija, aktivi un pilnvertigi
realiz&jot neatkarigas valsts ideju.

Lidzigi, runajot par latvieSu vietu un
lomu Krievijas Pilsonu kara norisés, au-
tors sniedz latvieSu lasitaju parsteidzosu
informaciju par latvieSu iesaisti bolSeviku
represivajas struktiiras (pieméram, 48% no
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Cekas personala 1918. gada septembri un
19,6% 1922. gada), isi skaidrojot minéta
iemeslus - izglitibu, politisko parliecibu,
ari “novadniecibas principu”, latvieSiem ie-
saistot struktiiras tautieSus u. c. Minétajam
apstaklim un aprékiniem noteikti japievieno
neminéts, tac¢u loti biitisks apstaklis — ne-
vienai citai bijusas Krievijas Eiropas dalas
tautai nebija tik liels Saja perioda Krievija
dzivojoso Pirma pasaules kara laika no
dzimtenes atrautu piederigo ipatsvars ka lat-
vieSiem (simtiem tiikstoSu cilveéku). Starp
citu, minétais noteica ari latvieSu strélnieku
vienibu papildinaSanas iesp&jas mobiliza-
cijas. Darba skatita ari latvieSu strélnieku
loma un nozime, minot biitiba cildinoSus
viedoklus par viniem, atzimétas kaujasspe-
jas u. c., tomér autors zinama meéra nevilsus
turpina, pirmkart, attistit mitu par strélnie-
kiem ka izskiroSo spéku ne vien Sarkanas
armijas uzvaras panaksana, bet ari bolSeviku
varas nodibinasana kopuma, kaut ari viena
divizija, kura 1920. gada tikai dala karaviru
bija latviesi, to izdarit nevarétu pat desmit-
kart mazaka par Krieviju teritorija, otrkart —
tapat nevilSus - arl miisdienu Krievijas un
zinama meéra ari pasaules sabiedriska doma
jau tradicionali saista strélniekus ar lat-
vieSu Cekistiem, komisariem, ar latviesu
strélniekiem nekad sakara nebijusiem citu
vienibu komandieriem (nekadas, pat atta-
las saiknes ar karaviriem strélniekiem ne-
bija ari darba minétajam masu slepkavam
Leonidam Zakovskim un daudziem citiem,
ari I. Smilgam). “Latdivizijas” karaviru no-
skanojumu labi raksturo strélnieku lielakas
dalas atgrieSanas Latvija, arl velakais die-
nests Latvijas armija un drosibas strukti-
ras, bet dienesta iemeslus Sarkanaja armija
(haoss valsti, nepiecieSamiba paklauties
mobilizacijai, bads, apdraudéjums u. c.)
diezgan izskaidro ari masveida dezertéSana
(atseviskos pulkos lidz 70% karaviru), sa-
briikot Padomju Latvijas armijai 1919. gada
maija un jiinija, ka ari pieejamas strélnieku
atminas ka avots.
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Liela méra pateicoties laikabiedru un
ari I. Smilgas meitas Tatjanas atminam,
J. Slozkins darba gaita sniedz sameéra siku
I. Smilgas personibas un ari aréja téla rakstu-
rojumu, nevairoties no zinama méra kom-
promitéjosam detalam (pieméram, piedzer-
$anas kopa ar Féliksu Dzerzinski; 63. 1pp.).
Tapat atspogulojumu rod I. Smilgas ka aug-
staka ranga amatpersonas un vina gimenes
ikdienas dzive, cita starpa — saméra ciesie
sakari ar citiem latvieSiem elité, ka ari vina
divkartéjas represésanas gaita.

Autors prasmigi atspogulo Padomju
Savienibas vadosas elites, kura apgrozijas
I. Smilga ar gimeni, savstarp€jas attieci-
bas, konkurenci uz amatiem, grup&jumu
cinu u. c. bitiskas detalas. I. Smilga kopa
ar Grigoriju Zinovjevu un Levu Kamenevu
bija Leva Trocka veidotas legalas opozici-
jas ietekmigs dalibnieks lidz tas likvidacijai,
tade] $1 iepazistinaSana ir seviski biitiska,
jo faktiski I. Smilga bija viens no retajiem,
ja ne vienigais, bolSeviku elité esosais lat-
ekonomiskajiem uzskatiem (1917. gada pa-
vasari I. Smilga Petrograda bija mitinajies
viena dzivokli ar J. Stalinu un V. Molotovu,
gatavojot varas sagrabSanu bolSevikiem).

Kopuma meés J. Slozkina atspogulojuma
redzam I. Smilgu ka cilvéku, kurs visu miizu
saglabajis savu jaunibas dienu idealismu.
Autors raksta, ka I. Smilga uzticigi, lidzigi
daudziem citiem latvieSiem, “kalpoja vispa-
réjas atbrivosanas idejai”, jo $aja gadijuma

“Valmieras progimnagzijas pasaules revo-
licija bija nesaraujami saistita ar latviesu
revoluciju [..] 1918. gada revoliicija patve-
ras Krievija, un to vajadzeja aizstavet. Péc
uzvaras par Vrangeli padomju valsts parta-
pa proletariata diktatird. Latvija kluva par
dalu no “naidnieku ielenkuma”.” (56. 1pp.)

Tatad, netiesi sugestéts, I. Smilga sagla-
baja savu idealismu, ari atrazdamies griiti
aptverama brutalitaté Pilsonu kara norisés

un tiesi tajas piedaloties, ari ikdiena redzot
bolSeviku reZima necilvécibu, iedzivotaju
nabadzibu un badu, pasa gimenei “pelniti”
dzivojot komforta un zinama “jaunas elites”
labklajiba, veél vairak - sirsnigi draudzéjo-
ties ar masu slepkavu Feéliksu Dzerzinski
u. c. PEdéja piezime ir retoriska un nak no
recenzenta, iezimé&jot plasaku problemu —
vai tieS$am inteligenta cilvéka gadijuma va-
ram runat par idealisma istu saglabasanu,
nevis izlikSanos kaut vai paSam sev, tiesi
esot lieciniekam griiti aptveramam absur-
dam un represijam, kas galu gala iznici-
nas pasu? Vai viss minétais nedod iesp&ju
raksturot I. Smilgu un vinam lidzigos ka
laikmeta un apstaklu, ka ari sevis pasu ap-
zinati veidotas tragiskas personibas, kuras
tika “iesviestas” baisa sistéma, ko dévé par
totalitaras PSRS valsts aparatu, ka lielakas
vai mazakas (turklat I. Smilgas un vinam
lidzigo gadijuma ne ka pasivas, bet aug-
staka limena aktivas) skriivites, kuras bija
spiestas taja funkcionét, méginot télot jeb
sevi un apkartéjos parliecinat, ka joprojam
tic idealiem? Lielaka dala bez iebilSanas,
I. Smilga — ar mégindjumiem iebilst, tiesa,
ne pret sistému ka tadu, vien pret “pasaules
revoliicijas” izraisiSanas cela niansém.

Ar 1. Smilgas pieméru atklata vél kada
negaidita un zimiga, nacijai kopuma tra-
giska nianse — 1917.-1920. gada biezi
vien pret&jas pusés nonaca daudzu gimenu
locekli. 1925. gada vasara Smilgas sie-
va Nadezda (starp citu, 1920. gada vina
bija “stradajusi” cekas Sieviesu nodala)
ar abam meitam viesojas pie Ivara brala
Arvida un masas Millijas Latvija (61. lpp.),
turklat Arvids Neatkaribas kara laika bija
karojis pret Sarkano armiju. Ivara bra-
lis Mikelis bija skolotdjs Césis, bet vina
déls Elmars Neatkaribas kara laika cinijas
Kalpaka bataljona, bija kara laika ieréd-
nis, 1920. gada beidza Kara skolu, vélak
bija aizsargu pulka komandiera paligs un,
tuvojoties Sarkanajai armijai, 1944. gada
devas trimda uz Zviedriju. Interesanti, ka
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ari PSRS militarajas struktiiras augstako
amatu sasniegus$a korpusa komandiera
Roberta Eidemana jaunakais bralis Haralds
1922. gada iestajas Latvijas Kara skola, ko
beidza péc diviem gadiem, un lidz savai na-
vei 1938. gada maija Riga sasniedza kaptei-
na dienesta pakapi Latvijas armijas Brunoto
vilcienu pulka,” utt.

Darbs nav ieceréts ka detalizéta galvena
varona biografija, ta mérkis ir ar vina darbi-
bas pavérsiena punktu palidzibu atspogulot
plasakus procesus (Saja gadijuma - “latvie-
$u revoliciju”). Turklat, runajot par vienu
no kontroversalakajam Smilgas un latvie-
Su darbibas kopuma epizodém - Krievijas
Pilsonu karu —, autors nevairas no I. Smilgas
dalibas raksturojuma “nepaklausigo” kara-
vadonu pravas, pieprasot tiem navessodu
un izmantojot komisariem raksturigo reto-
riku (vienlaikus gan noradita vina Skieta-
ma nepatika pret navessodu ka tadu), u. c.
Tomeér nav pilniba izprotams, kade] faktiski
apietas I. Smilgas bolSeviku varas raksturu
un tas kalpiba esoSo latvieSu darbibu ipasi
labi raksturojosas aktivitates “starptautisko
attiecibu lauka”: 1917.-1918. gada vins
méginaja organizét Somijas neatkaribas no-
slapeésanu (Krievijas diplomatiska parstavja
statusa!), bet 1920. gada vasar3, no 23. ji-
lija, ka armijas Politiskas parvaldes prieks-
nieks (faktiski — Rietumu frontes komisars)
klatiené piedalijas uzbrukuma Polijai laika
Smolenska izveidotas un vélak Bjalistoka
darbojosas polu izcelsmes masu slepkavas
Féliksa Dzerzinska vaditas Polijas Pagaidu

ATSAUCES UN SKAIDROJUMI

Revolucionaras komitejas (faktiski — bolSe-
viku Polijas “valdibas”) organizé$anas un
tas darbibas koordinacijas darbos, ta iene-
mot pastavigu un izteikti negativu vietu ari
Polijas vésture.

Faktologisku neprecizitaSu darba nav
daudz, un tas ir iznémumi, pieméram, mi-
néts, ka Pjotrs Vrangelis apbalvots ar Svéta
Jura krustu (41. Ipp.), — isteniba vin$ bija
apbalvots ar Svéta Jura ordeni (Svéta Jura
krusts bija medala, ko pieSkira zemaku die-
nesta pakapju karaviriem).

Darba izmantoti lielakoties Krievijas, ka
ari (saprotams, mazak) — Rietumu un ari
Latvijas avoti un literatiira (tas ir seviski
biitiski un labi), izmantota ari autora inter-
vija ar Ivara Smilgas meitu Tatjanu Smilgu-
Polujanu 1998. gada. Darbs bagatinats ar
Alojas novadpétniecibas centra, Valmieras
muzeja, Krievijas muzeja “Maja Krastmala”
fotomaterialiem, tas papildinats ar zinatnis-
ko aparatu (atsaucém).

Autors ir augstaka limena profesiona-
lis, un darbs par Ivaru Smilgu — nozimigs
ieguldijums ne vien Krievijas, Latvijas un
citu bolSevisma skarto zemju véstures iz-
pété (laba “gadijuma analize”), bet ari no-
pietns un draudzigs pamudinajums Latvijas
vésturniekiem pievérsties visam Skietami
“neértajam” témam savas tautas vesture.
Tadgjadi ari izprotot savas valsts véstures
vietu plasaka konteksta un, iesp&jams, bii-
tiski papildinot un pat labojot citu zemju
vésturnieku izpratni par norisém kopigaja
pétniecibas laika un telpa.

! Krievu valoda darbs pieejams: https://ru.rigaslaiks.art/agora/ivar-smilga-i-rossiyskiy-epilog-
latyshskoy-revolyucii-21297 (skatits 20.04.2025.).

2 YURI SLEZKINE. Arctic Mirrors: Russia and the Small Peoples of the North. Ithaca 1994; SHEILA
FITZPATRICK, YURI SLEZKINE (ed.). In the Shadow of the Revolution: Life Stories of Russian
Women from 1917 to the Second World War. Princeton 2000; YURI SLEZKINE. The Jewish Century.

Princeton 2004.

3 YURI SLEZKINE. The House of Government: A Saga of the Russian Revolution. Princeton 2017.
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4 Sk., pieméram, ERIKS JEKABSONS. Latvie$i Sarkanas armijas un Iekslietu tautas komisariata vadiba
Padomju Savieniba 1921.-1938. gada. In: Latvijas Kara muzeja gadagramata, X. Riga 2009,
173.-222. lpp.; IVETA LEPESKO. PSRS “elites latvietis” Roberts Eidemanis — kareivis, kur§ dzejoja,
vai dzejnieks, kurs karoja? Pieejams: https://www.lsm.lv/roberts-eidemanis (skatits 21.04.2025.);
u. c.

5 Sk., pieméram, VIKTORS BERZINS. Zudugais vards. In: Zvaigzne 1988, Nr. 20, 5.-6. lpp.; TATJANA
SMILGA-POLUJANA. Mans tévs Ivars Smilga. In: Padomju Latvijas Komunists 1988, Nr. 12,
61.-66. lpp.

6 Sk., pieméram,, JURIS GOLDMANIS (red.). Latvie§i PSRS varas virsotnés. Iltzijas un tragédija:
20. gadsimta 20.-30. gadi. Riga 2013; JANIS SILINS, MARIS ZANDERS. Képiga téma. Latviesi —
bolseviku balsts? Jelgava 2020.

7 Sk.: Latvijas Nacionala arhiva Latvijas Valsts véstures arhivs, Riga, 5601-1-1577.
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