Questionnaire: Citizens' attitudes to biodiversity

Good afternoon,
Researchers of the University of Latvia conducts a survey on the opinion of citizens' attitudes to biodiversity. We invite you to participate in the 10-minute survey, answering questions where there are no correct or incorrect answers. Responses will only be analysed in aggregated form.

Q2. Please specify your gender:
1. Male
2. Female

Q3. Please indicate your age (in full years):
___________________________________

Q4. What is your highest level of education you have attained:
1. Primary school education
2. Secondary education
3. Secondary vocational training
4. Uncompleted higher education
5. Higher education
6. No education acquired

Q5. Please specify your place of residence:
1. Riga
2. Other cities/town of Republic importance (Daugavpils, Jekabpils, Jelgava, Jurmala, Liepaja, Rezekne, Valmiera, Ventspils)
3. Other cities/towns
4. Rural regions
5. Other

Q6. Please indicate which of these sites you own or use (hire/lease)
	
	
	Own
	Use (hire/lease)
	Do not own
	Not willing to answer

	6.1.
	Apartment in town
	1
	2
	3
	4

	6.2.
	House in town
	1
	2
	3
	4

	6.3.
	Apartment in countryside
	1
	2
	3
	4

	6.4.
	House in countryside
	1
	2
	3
	4

	6.5.
	Forest property
	1
	2
	3
	4



Q7. Have you ever heard of the term "biodiversity"?
1) You have heard of it and you know what it means
2) You have heard of it but you do not know what it means
3) You have never heard of it
4) Hard to say / NA

Q8. To what extent do you think the factors below affect biodiversity in forests. Please specify 1 to 10 on the scale, were 1 – do not affect at all, 10 – affect significantly.
	
	
	1- do not affect at all
	22
	33
	44
	55
	66
	77
	88
	99
	10- affect significantly
	Hard to say / NA

	8.1.
	Climate change
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	99

	8.2.
	Forestry
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	99

	8.3.
	Invasive species
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	99

	8.4.
	Conservation legislation
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	99

	8.5.
	Use of forest areas for urban sprawl
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	99

	8.6.
	Chemical contamination
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	99

	8.7.
	Air pollution
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	99

	8.8.
	Consumption of forest resources (e.g. mushrooms, berries, hunting, harvesting of natural materials)
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	99


*Invazīvās sugas- tādas sugas, kas, ievestas svešā vidē, kļūst agresīvas – izkonkurē vietējās sugas un strauji pārņem teritoriju.

Q10. How would you assess your knowledge of biodiversity in forests? Please, answer, on the scale 1 to 10, were 1 - narrow knowledge, 10 - broad knowledge:
	
	1 - narrow knowledge
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10 - broad knowledge
	Hard to say / NA

	How would you assess your knowledge of biodiversity in forests?
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	99



There are several statements below. Please indicate to what extent do you agree or disagree with them?
	
	
	Totally disagree
	Tend to disagree
	Tend to agree
	Totally agree
	Hard to say / NA

	11.1.
	The number of forests stands in Latvia are increasing, which means that biodiversity is not decreasing
	1
	2
	3
	4
	9

	11.2.
	Conservation legislation restricts economic growth
	1
	2
	3
	4
	9

	11.3.
	It would be wrong to limit timber and forestry activities to protect forest biodiversity
	1
	2
	3
	4
	9

	11.4.
	Forests in Latvia make too high economic contribution to limit forestry activities for the protection of certain species
	1
	2
	3
	4
	9



There are several statements below. Please indicate to what extent do you agree or disagree with them?
	
	
	Totally disagree
	Tend to disagree
	Tend to agree
	Totally agree
	Hard to say / NA

	12.1.
	Tree felling volumes in Latvia negatively affect biodiversity
	1
	2
	3
	4
	9

	12.2.
	Society is not worried enough about biodiversity loss
	1
	2
	3
	4
	9

	12.3.
	We must find ways to stop biodiversity loss
	1
	2
	3
	4
	9

	12.4.
	Biodiversity is indispensable for the production of goods such as food, fuel and medicines
	1
	2
	3
	4
	9



There are several statements below. Please indicate to what extent do you agree or disagree with them?
	
	
	Totally disagree
	Tend to disagree
	Tend to agree
	Totally agree
	Hard to say / NA

	13.1.
	The country should act in a way that is better for the environment, even if it is not economically viable
	1
	2
	3
	4
	9

	13.2.
	Nature itself can restock resources taken from it
	1
	2
	3
	4
	9

	13.3.
	Everyone is allowed to act of their own will in their property, regardless of its potential impact on biodiversity
	1
	2
	3
	4
	9

	13.4.
	There are sufficient forest areas in Latvia, so there should be no worries about deforestation
	1
	2
	3
	4
	9



You think which of these actions does the government need to take? 
	
	
	Definitely not necessary
	Rather not necessary
	Rather necessary
	Definitely necessary
	Hard to say / NA

	14.1.
	Strengthen biodiversity conservation rules
	1
	2
	3
	4
	9

	14.2.
	More funding needs to be allocated to conserve biodiversity in forests
	1
	2
	3
	4
	9

	14.3.
	More information needs to be given to the public on the role of biodiversity in forests
	1
	2
	3
	4
	9

	14.4.
	More research needs to be done on the environmental impact of forestry
	1
	2
	3
	4
	9



[bookmark: _Hlk71110925]Q15. Have you heard of the Natura 2000 network?

1) You have heard of it and you know what it is
2) You have heard of it but you do not know what it is
3) You have never heard of it
4) Dont know / NA

Natura 2000 is a network of more than 27,500 nature protection areas all over the EU. How important do you think nature protection areas are for the following?

Q16. Please, answer to what extent you agree with these statements
	
	
	Totally disagree
	Tend to disagree
	Tend to agree
	Totally agree
	Hard to say / NA

	16.1.
	[bookmark: _Hlk71207992]Monitoring in Natura 2000 areas for biodiversity assessment is a good way to keep track of biodiversity changes.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	9

	16.2.
	[bookmark: _Hlk71208037]Monitoring in Natura 2000 areas is performed to assess biodiversity change. This should be followed to adapt changes necessary for nature protection legislation.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	9

	16.3.
	Natura 2000 promotes nature-friendly land use.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	9



